.' CHRISTMAS MASSES AT ST. THOMAS
Christmas Eve....Saturday, December 24th:
S 2:00 PM, 4:30 PM and 10:30 PM

Christmas Day....Sunday, December 25th- 9:00 AM

CHRISTMAS MASSES AT ST. CLARE
Christmas Eve...Saturday, December 24th:
4:00 PM & 12:00 PM (Midnight)
Christmas Day....Sunday, December 25th:- 9:30 AM
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Advent 2011

St. Thomas Aquinas: New Year’s Eve— December 31, 2011- 4:30 PM
New Year’s Day- January 1, 2012—8:00 & 10:00 AM
St. Clare Parish: New Year’s Eve— December 31, 2011-4:00 PM
New Year’s Day— January 1, 2012—9:30 AM
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Memorials for Seasonal Decorations may be given in
memory of your loved ones or a special intention.
Envelopes are in your monthly contribution
statement and are also available on the table in the gathering space.

hddbdbdbhbdbdbrdrdbdbdbdbdbbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbbbdbddoddrd

Communal Penance Services:

St. Joseph in Big Bend— Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 PM
St. Clare— Wednesday, December 7th at 6:30 PM
St. Thomas Aquinas- Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 PM

Private Confession Times at St. Thomas:

Saturday, December 17th —3:30-4:00 PM
Tuesday, December 20th—11:00-12:00 Noon
Tuesday, December 20th—6:00-7:00 PM
Wednesday, December 21st—Noon— 1:00 PM
—you may also call Father at 534-2255 to arrange an opportunity
for private confession




Dear Friends,
May God's healing, life-giving love fill your hearts today!

In my heart of hearts I want to write an Advent message that will
inspire and motivate you to embrace the Gospel and deepen your
relationship with the Lord Jesus. I realize that this is a difficult task because
there are so many negative forces facing our nation as we prepare to
celebrate The Great Christian Feast of Christmas. The traditional Advent
message of Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love comes in direct conflict with a
nation at war, an economy that doesn't offer the hope that is necessary for a secure future, and
a political climate filled with angry name calling and deep distrust.

I feel helpless against the strength of the forces that have a greater influence on your life
then the ten minutes I have each Sunday to preach the good news of God’s love for us. I want
and need your undivided attention. God needs your undivided attention. We have only four
weeks of Advent to prepare ourselves for The Great Christian Feast of Christmas. This is
truly a “limited time offer” to prepare the way of the Lord.

I know that you can and will do all of the traditional things that need to be done for
Christmas. You can trim and decorate, bake and cook, play the music and wear the clothes
giving the appearance that all is calm and all is bright. If our Advent prayer is going to lead us
to Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love, then we will have to move beyond the frozen cookie dough and
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polite “Happy Holidays™ greeting.

[ want to invite you to deepen your relationship with the Lord Jesus this Advent by
starting each day with prayer and each week with Sunday Eucharist. Invite your children,
friends, and neighbors to prayerfully reflect on the Gospel message for Peace, Hope, Joy, and
Love. As our country faces another year of fiscal anxiety and high unemployment, I ask you to
“Seek first the Kingdom of God”. Christmas is about hearing God’s call to trust in His healing,
life-giving love.

I also want to invite you to join us on;

December 7, 2011 at St. Clare at 6:30pm

December 13, 3011 at St. Thomas at 6:30pm
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Great Message of Advent is to prepare the
way of the Lord. John the Baptist told his followers to repent. The Lord Jesus called His
disciples to ask for forgiveness and to grant forgiveness. This message hasn’t changed in 2000
years, however our practice of reconciliation has diminished. True Peace, Hope, Joy, and
Love depend on hearts that are free from sin and a true desire to be reconciled with one
another. Again, this is a great time to invite the whole family to enter into God’s healing, life-
giving love. As we begin this Advent season I want you to know that [ am praying for and
with you.

Peace, Father Gene

Next Baptismal Classes - February 5th & March 4th.
6:00 to 7:00 PM in the gathering space. Contact the parish
office (262)534-2255 to register.




New Parish Members

August 2011-October 201
Thomas & Joan Magner
Brad & Kristin Anderson Family
Craig & Jill Baumeister Family
Kris Baumeister
Krista Welsh
Brian & Sarah Behnke Family
Henry & Frances Fleck Family
Lance & Shirley Herdegen
Nicole Herdegen Family
Charles & Diane Neitzel Family
Jamie Peterson Family
Jolene Peterson Family
Joseph Sanfelippo Family
Stephen & Tracy Schoessling Famlly
Joanna Gresl
Katie Hagemann

s New Members Continued:
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Megan Hagemann
Nicole Hoffman Family
David Milz
Carrie Herdendorf
Ralph & Jennifer Rudolf Family
Eric & Dawn Simons Family
James & Karen Terrian Family
Matthew & Jennifer Tyger Family
Daniel & Janine Werry Family
Jeremy & Holly Braun
Dawn Ignatowski
Steve & Monica Lapin Family
Sofia Liantada Family
Keith & Debra Neff
David & Mary Stachowiak Family

Richard Visco

Next Registration: January 22, 2012 - After 8:00 AM Mass *No Registration in December
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What’s New?

Spiritual Direction
Reflection with a spiritual guide or director is a way of intentionally looking beneath
the surface of your daily activities to discover the presence of God there. It is a
process in which you come to trust your own wisdom. Identifying with God and

situations of scripture has opened many lives to more freedom, love, and understanding.

I am a National Certified Catholic Chaplin and a member of this parish. I have worked in numerous
hospitals in the Milwaukee area. At present, I am a part of the Spiritual Guidance Training Program
sponsored by the Racine Dominicans at the Racine Siena Center.

Fr. Gene has been gracious enough to allow me to workout my internship within this parish. My

internship includes being present and listening to those of you who wish to look beyond and discover
the “more” of the presence and movement of God in your life. It is about the fire inside and how you

channel it!

I myself have been in spiritual direction since the early 1980’s. I thank you for your interest and

hope we can come together.

For information or Spiritual Direction, please call Chaplain Karen Breunig @ (262) 514-3847




2012 St. Thomas Aguinas Youth Mission Trips

You are here, To serve, To love, To grow.
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
. with all your mind and with all your strength...Love your neighbor as
: yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” - Mark 12:30-31

Given the strong and growing interest in the St. Thomas Aquinas Youth Mission Trips, the
Parish has agreed to sponsor two trips this year. This will allow more students the opportunity to
participate. It also allows us to offer two very different types of Mission Trip experiences — parents and
students should talk and pray together to decide which experience will be best for them.
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Located in the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina.

Primary industries are farming and furniture building.

Approximately 25% of residents (about 30% of children) live in poverty.

Ministries may include:
Home repairs/painting
Yard clean-up
Kid’s Club Children’s Programs
Elderly Centers

Community projects.
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30% of all New Yorkers live in Brooklyn.

Brooklynites are made up of 93 different ethnic groups, 150 nationalities and
residents speak 136 languages.

Approximately 25% of residents (about 30% of children) live in poverty and there is
a significant homeless population.

Ministries may include:

& Students who are in high school now — must be a high school student during 2011-2012 school year.
- For EACH trip, we are holding spots for 24 Students and 6 Adult Leaders.
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1 $300 per student (Adult Leaders do not have to pay.)
- $50 at the time of registration
- $125 by March 1, 2012
- $125 by June 1, 2012
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- Registration begins November 14 and is first come, first serve. 4

) $ * Contact Nancy Dewaneat __ +, - _ /(1 (1 (or262-210-3343




