ST.THOMAS AQUINAS - WATERFORD

Mass Schedule

Weekend:

Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am
Weekday:

Mon.-Communion Service

Tues.-Fri. 8:00 am

Holy Day:

Anticipated 6:30 pm, Day 8:00 am
Private Prayer:

Church open Mon.-Fri. 7:00 am-2:00 pm
St. Clare-Wind Lake:

Sat. 4:00 pm & Sun. 9:30 am

Sacramental Life

Reconciliation
e ~ Sl Private:

A man named Johnwas sent.from God: Heicame for.testimony; Saturday 3:30-4:00 pm

to testify to the light, so that all'might believe through'him: He was COmmu?,;Ey appointment

not the light, but came to testify to the light: — "¢ Penance Service announced.

Anointing of the Sick:

Communal: Month of October announced.

Individually: Contact Parish Office Anytime
262-534-2255

Excerpts from.the Lectio 2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

St. Thomas Aquinas
Baptisms:

Christmas Eve 3rd Sunday of every month
Saturday, December 24th at 10:00 a)r/n Massry

2:00pm, 4:30pm & 10:30pm Baptismal Class:

Communa| Penance Every other month- First Sunday -

service Christmas Day Register with the parish office
: Sunday, December 25th ~ 9:00am Marriages:
St. Thgmasquumas y Arrangements must be made at least 6
uesday ’ months in advance.
December 13th New Year’s Eve Please contact Pastor. 262-534-2255

6:30 PM December 31, 2011 ~ 4:30pm

New Year’s Day

Parish Registration
January 1, 2012 ~ 8:00am & 10:00am

Registration Sunday— fourth Sunday of
each month after the 8:00am Mass.
Please notify the parish of

i any address changes.
ChSrttCIa reE’ Wind Lake No Registration in July & December.
IStmas cve

Additional Private Confession
Times at St. Thomas

Saturday, Dec. 17th
3:30-4:00 PM
Tuesday, Dec. 20th

11:00-12:00 Noon Saturday, December 24th Bulletin Notices
Tuesday, Dec. 20th 4:00pm & 12:00pm (Midnight) All Inserts and Articles
07008 Christmas Da Must be submitted in writing to parish
Wednesday, Dec. 21st y office or emailed to:
Noon- 1:00PM Sunday, December 25th ~ 9:30am bulletin@stthomas.pvt.k12.wi.us
You may also call Father at 534-2255, . before 10:00am on Friday, 10 days
ext.247 to arrange an opportunity for New Year’s Eve prior to the Sunday publication.
private confession. December 31, 2011 ~ 4:00pm ***Deadline may be earlier on Holy

, Days and/or Holidays!!
New Year’s Day

January 1, 2012 ~ 9:30am Dec. 11th due Dec. 2nd
Dec. 18th due Dec. 8th***

Dec. 25th due Dec. 15th***
|

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 305 S. First Street - Waterford, WI 53185




A Message trom Father

Dear Friends,
May God’s Amazing Grace guide you to do Great Things today!

This week we hear the Prophet Isaiah proclaim:
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me.”

On the First Sunday of Advent, we began the liturgical changes as a result of the new
translation of the Roman Missal. The priest says, “The Lord be with you.” and you respond, “And with your spirit.”
Stop and think about that phrase in light of what the Prophet Isaiah says at the beginning of chapter 61; “The Spirit
of the Lord God is upon me.” Cheerleaders work the crowd at athletic events trying to get the audience to catch the
spirit. Some folks readily enter into the “spirit” of the season or the “spirit” of the occasion while others play the
Grinch practically daring someone to get them to join in the cheer or participate in the wave.

| hope by now you have caught the Christmas Spirit ~ the decorations, music and food of the Christmas
Holiday are designed to melt our hardened hearts. The response at Mass to the greeting from the priest is both a
wish and a prayer. The priest’s spirit should reflect the joy and love of his personal relationship with God. The
priest’s interior disposition is often reflected in the way he prays the liturgy in the same way that the congregation is
called to celebrate the Eucharist.

The Christmas Spirit does not come from a cocktail or a carol but from the deepest recesses of the human
heart. The spirit of God is a vital force calling us to “bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted and to
proclaim liberty to captives.” The Prophet Isaiah calls us to rejoice heartily in the Lord. This is not always easy to do
especially if you are physically sick or emotionally burdened. God’s amazing grace has to work overtime for a lot of
people during the Christmas Season. As proclaimers of the Good News, we have to be sensitive to the physical and
emotional well-being of our family and friends.

John the Baptist is the New Testament prophet of preparation. Like other prophets before him, he warned
God’s people to straighten up. Today we have to listen carefully to what John the Baptist is saying. John Baptized
with water ~ a cleansing ritual. Jesus is coming ~ a much stronger witness to God’s amazing grace than John. John
is not worthy to untie His sandal strap. In the liturgy we pray, “Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my
roof.”

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to rejoice in the healing presence of God’s life giving love. As
disciples of the Lord Jesus ~ Baptized in His amazing grace we are to pray without ceasing, giving thanks for this is
the will of God. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we know in our heart of hearts that God is faithful and that He will
bring His peace.

Check the bulletin today for information about Communal Penance and Private Reconciliation. Take time
this week to prepare the way of the Lord by Making a straight path ~ a highway to the Lord. | am praying that this
Christmas will bring you a deeper experience of God’s healing life giving love.

God Bless,
Fr. Gene

Readings for the Week of December 11, 2011 AT HOME WITH THE WORD
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 Get your book today with all
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, the readings for the Sundays
10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 of the church year. Read and
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 pray over the readings ahead
Wednesday:  Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23 of time. Review the Readings
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30 after hearing the homily. Pray
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/In 5:33-36 with the Sunday Scriptures
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 each week. A donation of

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/ $7.00 is suggested. Books
Lk 1:26-38 are in the Gathering Space.

St. Thomas Aquinas, Waterford







