ST.THOMAS AQUINAS - WATERFORD

DECEMBER 18, 2011 r Mass Schedule
s . . eekend:
T Addltlorgal Private Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am
. " " Conression Weekday:
hen the angel said to her, “Do not be 1 Times at St. Thomas Mon.-Communion Service

Tues.-Fri. 8:00 am

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor

- . F Saturday, Dec. 17th Holy Day:
with God. Behold, you will conceive in 330.4:00 PM Anticipated 6:30 pm, Day 8:00 am
your womb and bear a son, and you Tussday, Des, 20th Private Prayer:
4 g o . Church open Mon.-Fri. 7:00 am-2:00 pm
shall r!ame him Jesus. He will be grgat 11:00-12:00 Noon St. Clare-Wind Lake:
and will be called Son of the Most High, Tuesday, Dec, 20th Sat. 4:00 pm & Sun. 9:30 am
and the Lord God will give him the 6:00-7:00 PM

Sacramental Life

throne of David his father.” Wednesday, Dec. 21st T
= Chaliiicde —— Noon- 1:00PM Private:
) ' You may also call Father at 534-2255, Saturday 3:30-4:00 pm
ext.247 to arrange an opportunity for or by appointment.
private confession. Communal:

Penance Service announced.
Anointing of the Sick:
Communal: Month of October announced.

St. Thomas Aquinas Individually: Contact Parish Office Anytime
] 262-534-2255
Christmas Eve Baptisms:
Saturday, December 24th 3rd Sunday of every month
. . . at 10:00 am Mass
2:00pm, 4:30pm & 10:30pm Baptismal Class:
Christmas Day Every other month- First Sunday -

Register with the parish office
Sunday, December 25th ~ 9:00am Marriages:

, Arrangements must be made at least 6
New Year’s Eve months in advance.

December 31, 2011 ~ 4:30pm Please contact Pastor. 262-534-2255

Ml New Year’s Day
M January 1, 2012
~ 8:00am & 10:00am

Parish Registration
Registration Sunday- fourth Sunday of
each month after the 8:00am Mass.
Please notify the parish of

any address changes.

No Registration in July & December.

St. Clare, Wind Lake JBulletin Notices

Christmas Eve All Inserts and Articles
Saturday, December 24th Must be submitted in writing to parish
4:00pm & 12:00pm (Midnight) Qoffice or emailed to:

bulletin@stthomas.pvt.k12.wi.us
Christmas Day before 10:00am on Friday, 10 days

~ O prior to the Sunday publication.
Sunday, December 25th ~ 9:30am ***Deadline may be earlier on Holy

New Year’s Eve Days and/or Holidays!!
December 31, 2011 ~ 4:00pm Dec. 18th due Dec. Sth***

New Year’s Day Dec. 25th due Dec. 15th***
January 1, 2012 ~ 9:30am Jan. 1st due Dec. 21st***

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 305 S. First Street - Waterford, WI 53185




A Message trom Father

Dear Friends,
May God’s healing, life-giving love fill your hearts today!

Every once and a while some obscure football player will make a great play. The fans
cheer, coaches will drop their collective jaws, and other members of the team will jump on, slap his
back, and high five every one in a ten mile radius. An obscure player has found favor with the
team and soaks up the fifteen minutes of fame. This same scenario is often played out in the
classroom, the workplace and even in the family. Someone steps up to the plate and is recognized
for the correct answer, a solution to a problem, or a keen insight.

We all hold on to the “Ata boy!” (“Ata Girl!”) moments when we live in the good graces of all those around us.
Some of the moments are public while others are held quietly and privately in our heart. In today’s Gospel, the
Angel of the Lord proclaims to Mary that she has found favor with God. The Bible identifies special people as
“righteous”, “highly favored”, “walking with God” ~ we all strive for recognition and honor. We want people to take
notice of the good deeds that we perform. Not that they have to pile on praise but that someone knows that we are
trying.

We live in a world that takes great pleasure in identifying our faults. We have all made mistakes and
unfortunately people tend to remember our faults and weakness more than our success and accomplishments. |
know that | will never run for political office simply because the media loves to hang out all of our dirty laundry.

When | am listening to confession | often ask someone who has just given me a litany of sins what one thing
they did since their last confession that they are most proud of. Our good deeds should out weigh our faults and
failures.

Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men are all called by God to bear witness to God’s real presence
in the world. Each of these simple folks found favor with God and were called to be heralds of glad tidings. The
Advent Christmas Season offers all of us opportunities to say to family members, friends and even strangers that
they have found favor. They are recognized. They are important. This is not always an easy thing to do. Our greeting
must be sincere. Our message has to cut through all the negative things that have been said or felt.

John the Baptist helped the people of Israel to recognize their sins. The confession of sin should lead to a
firm purpose of amendment ~ a desire and effort to correct our faults and change our evil ways. Mary recognized
that she had found favor with God and was willing to submit to God’s call to raise a Holy Child. Mary allowed the
Power of the Most High to overshadow her. The Grace of the Holy Spirit gave Mary the strength and courage to say
“May it be done to me according to your Word.”

| pray for and with you and your family this week as you make the final preparations to celebrate the Great
Feast of Christmas. | pray that you will find the opportunity to speak words of praise and thanks to family members
and friends. | also pray that God’s peace will fill your hearts this week bringing comfort and joy.

Fr. Gene

p.s. Please, please pay attention to next week’s Christmas schedule. Please be respectful in the parking lot and in
church. When the church and gathering space are full, we will have to turn people away because we have to
respect fire codes.

Readings for the Week of December 18, 2011 AT HOME WITH THE WORD
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 Get your book today with all
Monday: JgS 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 g the readings for the Sundays
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 ‘ of the church year. Read and
Wednesday: Sg2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 (N pray over the readings ahead
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 = ".\,’}\\4 4 of time. Review the Readings
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 = after hearing the homily.
Saturday: ~ Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 Pray with the Sunday
Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Scripturesicatiie
= . A donation of $7.00
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 is suggested.
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Books are in the
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 Gathering Space.

St. Thomas Aquinas, Waterford







