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The Good Word 

ST .  AGNES CONGREGATION 

PARISH COUNCIL DISCERNMENT 

Fr. Tim Bickel 

 

     I am very happy to tell you about the parish council discernment 

process that took place on Tuesday, June 8. There is a difference be-

tween a discernment and an election. With an election there is always the 

risk of being chosen because of popularity. With a discernment there is 

an opportunity for dialogue, prayer and recognition of gifts and talents, 

and the discerning members determine who is best suited for the posi-

tions. 

     There were two parishioners who responded to the call to discern for 

one position on parish council. The two who participated in the discern-

ment process were: Scott Brandt and Keith Kaiser. There were also three 

council members (John Mercure, Greg Retzer and Karen Romagna) pre-

sent for the prayer and discernment process.  

     We began by introducing ourselves and sharing information with the 

group as a means of getting to know each other. Those discerning for 

parish council were also asked why they felt called at this time to serve 

on council. They also shared what areas of ministry they would be in-

volved with if they were not discerned on council. The Holy Spirit was 

calling them to become active and remain a living witness to God’s peo-

ple. 

     We prayed for openness and the gift of discernment, calling on God 

to allow our responses to be in union with the will of God. Again, the 

goal of the discernment process was to find the one individual who 

would best represent the people of St. Agnes at this time.  

     The Holy Spirit was working through this process as we listened to 

the voices of the candidates. Both were willing to answer the call and 

they prayed about our parish and reflected on how much St. Agnes 

means to them and they willingly came forward to serve. As I mentioned 

earlier, the Holy Spirit was indeed working through this group.  

     The current council members, who were present, shared the responsi-

bilities of parish councilors. They are to be: prayerful, pastoral, repre-

sentative, discerning, prophetic, empowering and collaborative. There 

was dialogue about being a liaison to the standing committees, about 

holding an office on the council, and about the meeting dates and times. 

     Afterward, there was an opportunity for the participants to withdraw 

their names for consideration for council, but neither did. The process 

then took on a different flavor. The discerning members were asked to 

recall what was freely shared by each candidate and, through the guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit, pray for the wisdom to select the new member 

(Continued on page 2) 
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If you see something on the list you 

would like to contribute, beyond your 

tithing contribution, please contact the 

Parish Office at 262-781-9521. 

St.  Agnes Wish List  

Current Wish List Items By Committee 

 

 

Committee     Needed          Each         # Needed 

Athletics       Chairs for PAC $29.00   12 

 

School  Computer $400.00   1 

  Smart Board $3000.00   1 

 

Bldg. & Grds.  Refrigerated Water Cooler $1100.00 2 

 

for parish council by writing down one of the two names on a piece of paper who they thought were 

called by God at this time to serve on council.  

     Through this process Keith Kaiser was discerned to represent the people of St. Agnes on parish 

council. Thank you for saying “Yes” to God’s call! A very special “Thank You” to Scott Brandt for 

being a part of this prayerful process! Without him the process would not have been the same and the 

newly discerned member would not have had the shared experience to reflect on God’s will for him.  

     I pray that more parishioners will come forward in the future and be willing to discern for a position 

on parish council. Remember, God is calling all of us to take an active role in the Church. Will you 

answer God’s call in the future? 

(Continued from page 1) 

Daily Life with Love 

Jackie Schulz 

 

We can do no great things, only small things with great love.  ~ Mother Teresa. 

 

     Lord, most of the activities of my daily life seem so routine, so ordinary. I get 

up  after hitting the snooze button several times. I get dressed, eat oatmeal, make 

sure my pets have food and water, and leave for work. At work I make the coffee, 

check e-mail, greet coworkers, work, then go home. Once I’m home I walk the 

dog, feed the pets, eat supper, wash dishes, read, go to bed, and fall asleep…

Repeat. 

     It’s obvious that there’s nothing spectacular about my daily life and yet I need to make that connec-

tion between what I do and who I am as a follower of Jesus. In his daily life Jesus showed us how to 

serve others. He reached out to young and old alike. By his words and his actions Jesus revealed God’s 

love. 

     Perhaps the way I follow daily in Jesus’ steps is to be aware of the opportunities I have to serve oth-

ers throughout my day. Yes, I’m busy, but, when a coworker needs someone to deal with a computer 

problem…I can stop what I’m doing and show her what to do. When a child in my class needs extra 

help…I am patient and encouraging. When my neighbor wants to tell me about his surgery…I listen. 

Nothing dramatic, just ordinary ways of following Jesus by serving others. 

     Do others sometimes interrupt me? Sure, but I can put my plans on hold long enough to help. I 

imagine Jesus with all of the people who came to him; he was never too busy to give his attention to 

whoever came to him. 

     Lord, let your love flow through every action, every thought, and every moment of my day. May I 

follow daily in your steps. May I serve others with love…Repeat. 
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Heather Abel 

Conrad Amrhein 

Antonia Babiak 

Albin Babiak 

Shirley Bickel 

Ceil Brath 

Kate Brown 

Kay Bscherer 

Chester Coda 

Anne Coffman 

Brian Corrigan 

Rita DeGroot 

June Distenfeld 

Evelyn Dosie 

Frank Edel 

Allen Eilbes 

Robert Filo 

Arlene Fish 

Richard Fisher  

Pat Fix 

Nerita Fredrich 

Joanne Freeck 

Alice Gebhard 

Donald Gregory 

Kathy Gregovich 

Luanne Gregovich  

Patricia Grzywinski 

Elaine Gultch 

Geraldine Hayes 

Fred Honkamp 

Helen Honkamp 

Doris Jans 

Robert Kaltenbach 

John Kazmierski 

Elizabeth Keinert 

Gus Knaebe 

Ken Kocher 

Ben Konen 

Julie Konkel 

Barb Kuôpus  

Judy Kowalski 

Ed Kretlow 

David Krier 

Richard Lardinois 

Kailyn Lindner 

Tom Ludka 

Robert Manders 

Royd March 

Diane McNaughton 

Keith Michaelowski 

Glenn Mrochinski 

Betty Mueller 

Bill Murphy 

Steve Nolan 

Gordon O’Rourke 

Amanda Paul 

Elroy Podewils 

Sue Riley 

Robert Rhody 

Lance Rosenthal 

Dan Schiffer 

Kathy Schiller 

Lucille Schneider 

Cy Schram 

Bernadette Schrubbe 

John Schuldenburg 

Darrell Schultz 

Marvin Schulz 

Red Schwartz 

Pat Seifi 

John Serio 

Greg Shackelford 

Melissa Smith 

Joe Singer 

Bernice Slattery 

Marilyn Steger 

Murel Sykes 

Eric Taylor 

Bill Thorn 

Karen Toll 

Kathy Truog 

Gerard Turkowitch 

Jim Valentine 

Mary Waters 

Bernice Wick 

Ruth Witterholt 

Dick Woodkey 

Lisa Zoulek 

 

If you, or a family member, are in need of prayers and want to be  

included in our monthly prayer list, please call the parish office. 

Please pray for the following people who need Jesus’ healing presence: 

One of the definitions of “stewardship” in The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary describes it 

as “the use of talents in the service of God”. In regards to liturgical stewardship, as baptized Catholics 

we all should pray and ask for the grace to discern any personal talents that could serve God in wor-

ship. St Paul in one of his letters gives a list of gifts different members have been given to serve the 

community.  

 

Our liturgical stewardship could be:  

 

• the gift to proclaim the word as a lector,  

• the personality to warmly welcome people to worship as a minister of hospitality,  

• to share our musical gifts which could enhance God’s worship as a cantor, choir        

     member, or instrumentalist, 

• to be reverent and edifying diligent acolytes for worship, 

• to use our creative gifts to enhance the experience of worship and give glory  

      to God by serving as liturgical environmentalists, or 

• To simply be active participants of the assembly.   

 

 

Whatever our gift is, may we use it fully to give praise and thanks to our God in our com-

munal worship for we are:  

United in Gratitude for God’s Gifts! 
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What’s News for School… 

Susan Booth 

 

How to Help Keep Catholic Education Affordable 

 

There are a number of programs which St. Agnes participates in to help keep a 

Catholic education affordable for our families. Please review the options for ways 

that you can assist us. 

 

• Many companies offer a Matching Gift Program whereby the company will match a monetary gift 

an employee makes to a non-profit organization. St. Agnes School is a non-profit organization and 

is typically eligible for this type of matching grant. Some companies restrict their matching dona-

tion if it is intended for a religious organization. However, if the company is informed of the in-

tended use, such as to purchase DVD players for the classrooms, they will still match that gift. If 

your company has a Matching Gift Program and you wish to participate, please contact your per-

sonnel, human resources or charitable gifts department at your place of employment. Please call 

the school office to let us know of your interest in a Matching Gift Program. 

 

• Used inkjet cartridges, toners and old cell phones also generate funds for the school. 

St. Agnes School turns these items in to be recycled and receives funds for them. 

Please drop off your used inkjet cartridges, toners and/or cell phones in the school of-

fice. We encourage you to check with your employer to see if they have these items 

to recycle as well. 

 

• There are many companies that have programs that help schools. We collect Campbell’s Labels 

for Education, Box Tops (General Mills products) and Kemps Milk Caps. Please save these items 

and place them in the box in the church lobby or send them to the school office. 

 

• We participate in the “We Care” Program sponsored by Pick ‘n’ Save. Please stop at the Service 

Desk at Pick ‘n Save to assign St. Agnes’ account number 750420 to your Advantage Card. Then 

each time you present your Pick ’n Save Advantage Card at the check out, a donation from that 

grocery purchase is given to St. Agnes. This program also applies to the new Metro Markets. Due 

to a change in Roundy’s procedures, EVERYONE needs to stop at the Service Desk and get a 

new card. The old Advantage Cards will no longer be activated after July 11, 2010. Be sure to 

designate St. Agnes as your charity. 

 

• We participate in Target’s “Take Charge” Program. Please stop at the Service Desk at Target to 

complete a form that will ask Target to donate a portion of your purchases using your Target 

Card to St. Agnes. 

 

• St. Agnes Parish also offers the Scrip and Market Day Programs. Families can earn a percentage 

back on these programs, minus a small administration fee, toward school tuition and Christian 

Formation fees. If you do not have children in the school or Christian Formation, the funds are 

put toward the general fund of the parish. 

 

Your assistance in these programs is greatly appreciated!  If you have any questions, please call the 

school office at 262-781-4996. 
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