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In the summer of 2003 Jim Eckhart became the principal of
Blessed Sacrament School. This was six months before
groundbreaking for the addition and remodeling of the school.
Mr. Eckhart had just been through a construction project at
Peoria Heights Grade School, so the expertise and connections
that Jim brought to our school certainly were a blessing from
God. His vast experience also allowed him to guide the creation
of many new programs in our school. Jim has a wonderful way
with people. This led to more volunteerism in the school
community and a deeper cohesiveness between all who work at
the school. Fr. Mark and he also were able to collaborate in a
wonderful partnership.

During Jim’s tenure we added full day kindergarten, a
Mr. Eckhart’'s farewell at Mass preschool program, a pre-k program, a computer lab wired to
on Friday, May 28th. the internet, smart boards, big screens for computers, a
science lab, and a music room. The music program was
expanded. A part time Spanish teacher was added who has developed a program for grades one through
eight. The school library was relocated into the main building from the old convent and now has 10,000
volumes. The building project allowed space for all these improvements and Mr. Eckhart provided much of the
vision. We now have 275 students in our school which is an increase of about 75 since Mr. Eckhart arrived.
We also have waiting lists in many of the primary grades. We now have 30 full and part-time faculty and staff.
The school’s extra curricular activities have also been expanded, especially our sports programs. The school
now qualifies for Blue Ribbon status, and we hope that this comes about in the next academic year. This
would mean that Blessed Sacrament School would be among the top 10% of all private schools in the nation.

Mr. Eckhart states that his experiences at Blessed Sacrament have helped him to grow, especially
spiritually. He was not born Catholic but was a convert to the faith, and he now feels like he understands
his Catholicism better than he ever has before. He looks forward to retirement and plans to work on
improving his golf
game. A staff member
summed up
everyone’s feelings
when she said, “We
are going to miss him
terribly.” We all wish
Jim the best, and we
are thankful that he
has been with us the
past seven years. We
hope you come back
to visit often. Once
you are a Tar you
always will be. Photo taken of the teachers and students as a departing gift for Mr. Eckhart
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Dear Parishioner,

Welcome to summer! It sure seems
like it was a long winter and there
was no spring, but now it is time
to move into our June/July
schedule. As we move into the
summer months, there are people
coming and going at Blessed

Sacrament. Jim Eckhart, our

principal for the last seven years, is

retiring from our grade school. We will
miss him because he offered many unique gifts to our
school, and our parish is very appreciative. As Jim
leaves, we will welcome Mike Birdoes back to Blessed
Sacrament to assume the duties of principal. Mike was
the principle of our school through the 1990’s, and he
is a wonderful administrator. He wanted to come back
after his stint at St. Vincent DePaul School in Peoria.
We are thankful that Mike would desire to come
“home” to us.

We also will be hosting Fr. Fabien once again this year.
Father belongs to the Society of African Missions and
hails from Togo. This will be the fourth time he has
come to Blessed Sacrament. He will be here from July
2nd through September 2nd. His visits always offer
everyone an opportunity to learn about another part of
the world and the church as it exists in the third world.

We also look forward to the Catholic Heart Work Camp
trip that our teens will embark on the last week of July
and Vacation Bible School which will take place the
first week of August. A lot of preparation is needed for
these two events. If you have small children who want
to go to Bible School contact our Religious Education
Office or our Parish Office. There will be any number of
other events that will be happening during the course
of the summer. | hope that everyone will worship with
us often and take part in all that is offered.

Blessings,
Fr. Mark

Free Watch Battery and Jewelry Cleaning
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Craig and Ronda Daily - Parishioners

Space Day for
Kindergateners

Kindergarteners had fun learning

all about the sun, moon, and stars on a
beautiful day this Spring. Photos below

show Mrs. Slaughter reading “Stargazers”

to attentive listeners and a small group enjoying
a game of bingo.




