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Scripture Reflection The Week Ahead
The old African-American spiritual "Michael Row the Boat .
Ashore" has one verse that goes, "Jordan's river is chilly and ~ SUnday Baptism of the Lord

cold / hallelujah / chills the body but not the soul / hallelujah."

We don't know what the temperature of the Jordan River was
when Jesus stepped into it in front of John the Baptist. But Luke's
Gospel relates that after he had been baptized and while he was
praying the heavens opened up and the Holy Spirit descended \ionday
upon him. A voice from heaven was heard, saying, "You are my 11
beloved Son; with you | am well pleased."

10

It is unlikely that any such explicitly miraculous events occurred | U€sday
at our own baptism, or any that we may have attended. But 12
something just as momentous did take place when we were

baptized. In our baptism we became intimately connected to

God; we became God's own children, just as Jesus is the Father's
beloved Son. And when we were baptized the Holy Spirit
descended upon us-not as a dove, but as the Spirit of God that
always dwells in our hearts. That connectedness to God never 13
disappears. Even when we are guilty of the worst sins, God is

with us. We believe that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, helping us to""day
act more and more like Christ as we reaffirm our baptismal 15
commitment.

While we celebrate the signs and wonders at the Jordan that
herald Jesus' baptism and the beginning of his public ministry,

) ) o _ Saturday
we also recall that our own baptism begins the call to minister in

this world. Our baptismal call is to act like Christ, to be his hands, 16
and voice, and heart in this world. When we act like him, we can
be assured we too will hear the Father's voice, "with you | am ~ Sunday

well pleased.©2009 Liturgical Publications Inc

17

Scripture Readings for the Week

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or 40:1-5, 9-11/Acts 10:34-38 or
Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Monday: 1Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

Flame of Faith Candles
January 9-15
For vocations to the priesthood
For religious vocations
Home Fatima Statues
Mrs Maria Gomez
Mr & Mrs Andrew Steichmann

2 www.stmarynativity.com

Wednesday

Capt Marcos Aguileraismc
Staff Sgt. Joseph AntolgsA
PrcJenna Bacchi

Jeremy M. Closejsmc
Nicholas FranzesesN

CPL Anthony Gutierreasmc
Sgt. Christina Hankssmc
Sgt. Tommy Hankssmc
Sgt FC Jay R. MartirgA
PrcMichael McCallisterjsa
Chris McCartysmc

Joe Millerusmc

9:00AM Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Confirmation, Church

10:30AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Nativity
Room

6:00-7:30pPM Religious Education Classes
6:30PM St Vincent de Paul Society Meeting,
Conference Room

11 AM Communion Service at The Timbers
1:00pPMm Rosary Prayer Group, Church
5:45pm JoAnnite Holy Hour, Church
7:00pM Parish Council/School Board Joint
Meeting, Conference Room

7:00Pm Choir Rehearsal, Church
7:00-8:00pm Prayer Group/Bible Study, Nativity
Room

5:15pM Communion Service followed by Novena
of the Sorrowful Mother, Church

5:30—8:30PM Polish School, School, Cafeteria
6:45—8:30PM Hispanic Prayer Group, Church

7 PM Bingo, Gym

8:00AM—1:30pPM Confirmation Retreat, Gym,
Classrooms
9:00-10:00aM Market Day pick-up, JoAnn Room

9:00AM Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,
Conference Room

10:30AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Nativity
Room

Please Pray for Our Military
As a community, let us pray for the outstanding men and women
in service to our country.

Brent Moot

Dustyn Moot

Lauren PrzybylskisN

PAC Paul Rodassmc
Johnathon Schroliysmc
Spec. Forces

Staff Sgt. Jason SeemaisA
Joshua Seligasa

Justin SmithysN

E5 Kathleen Sullivansn
E3 David Walterssa

PFC Lawrence Washington
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Celebrating Christian Initiation
On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, St. Mary
Nativity parish joyfully welcomes Nancy Kucinic into
full Communion with the Catholic Church. Nancy,
baptized as a child in the Maple Lawn Christian
Church, married Michel Kucinic Jr. in St. Mary’s
Church in 1975. She and her family have been
parishioners ever since. Today she receives the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist after
making a Profession of Faith. Congratulations, Nanc
you are now a fully initiated member of our Catholic
Faith.

We also celebrate with Kristen Kucinic, Mike and
Nancy’s daughter, and Adoude Julienne Moevi who
are both completing their Catholic Christian initiation
by receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist. Kristen was baptized at St. Mary Nativity
Church as a child and is planning a May, 2010
wedding here. Julienne was baptized as a child into
the Catholic Faith in Africa in Maria Auxiliador Churc
in Lomé, Togo. Today, both women are now fully
initiated Catholics and members of our parish
community.

Congratulations to Nancy, Kristen and Julienne and
their families!

Extraordinary Ministers,
Lectors, and Ushers Needed for
Weekend Liturgies

More men and women are needed to serve as
Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, and Ushers at the
weekend Masses. Training is provided to answer yol
guestions and make you feel comfortable. We do ou
best to honor your scheduling preferences. Won't
you consider this call from the Lord by making your
own call to Margaret Trepal, Pastoral Associate, at
815-726-40317

Join the
St. Vincent de Paul Society

You are invited to come to thilonday, January 11,
2010meeting of the St Vincent de Paul Society, h¢ld
at 6:30PMmin the Conference Room. Come, find ouf
more about the Vincentians’ mission to reach out o
the poor in the name of our Lord and how you can
be part of that mission. To reach the Conference
Room, come to the “J” door near the back of the
north parking lot.

National Vocation Awareness Week
January 10-16, 2010

The festive season of Christmas concludes today with the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. Jesus’ baptism is a significant moment in his public
ministry. As we celebrate this feast we recall our own baptism, renew our
baptismal commitment and consider our call to serve God in our particular
vocations. Hopefully some of you will hear a call to priesthood, deecor
religious life and will be open to that possibility.

How Do | Hear God'’s Call in My Life?

Vocation comes from a Latin word meaning “calling.” Usually when we hear
the word vocation, we think only of priests and religious. However, every
single person in the world is called by God to love and serve Him. &tesre
four types of vocations: priesthood, religious life, marriage and siifgleAll

of these vocations are ways in which we reach heaven.

The key to finding our vocation is prayer. Our world is full of distractens,
internet, cell phones, texting, IPods, commercials, Twitter, etc. Very few
people take the time to pray in silence every day because we might bid afra
of silence. We encounter God and who we really are in the yes of God in the
silence and this might frighten us. However, it is in this silehaethe Lord
speaks directly to our hearts.

So if your heart is restless and you are trying to find your way |rtdike time
to pray. Come spend an hour in prayer in our sanctuary and take some time in
silence with the Lord.

Other recommendations include attending daily Mass, going to confession,
reading the Gospels, praying the Rosary, finding a spiritual director, reading
the spiritual classics and hanging around good people who support your faith
life.

If you are thinking about priesthood, consider taking part in some of the
events offered in the Diocese of Joliet. For a list of a variety of dismaTh
meetings, visits and retreats, visit www.dioceseofjoliet.com/vocatioNsu
are not alone in searching for your calling by God.

Prayer for Vocations
Loving God,
You call us through our baptism in the Spirit
to continue the mission of your beloved Son, Jesus.

Open us to listen attentively for your invitation.
Empower us to respond to your call.

Inspire women and men to follow

the path of service.

Together may we build up the Church to be a
vibrant sign of your presence in our world.

We offer this prayer in the name of your Son,
Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit.
AMEN

© 2009NCCV Www.neevocations.org

COME PRAY WITH LlsB



SAINT MARY NATIVITY CATHOLIC CHURCH ¢ DLIET, ILLINOIS

Increased Sunday Offertory

Our Increased Sunday Offertory program enables us to continue
our ministries at St. Mary Nativity and outreach to those within
our local and greater Church. Thank you to those who have
responded. If you have not yet responded, you are invited to do

so. Extra Intention Cards are available in the back of the Church.

Cards may be returned to the Parish Office or placed in the
collection basket.

Share Your Nativity Spirit

... with a Nativitgtocking cap, baseball capr
visorthis year. The visor and baseball cap w
adjustable band are $7. The flex-fit baseball
cap is $9. Stocking caps are $5. Or maybe
adult short-sleevevhite polo with a navy
parish logo? Sizes-XL are $14 each.

Adult long-sleevaavy dress shirtgre available
by special order for $20 each (XS-Xdr) [
additional cost, sizes up to 10X availabMen’s LgTXLT are $25.
(up to 4XLT available). A ladies’ 3/4 sleeve iXXIS& 1X-2X sells
for $20. Shirts can be personalized. Call the Parish Of@t6) 726
-4031 for more information.

St. Mary
Nativity

Jeremiah Day
Saturday, January 16, 2010 ¢« 2—5 PM
Mundelein Seminary

For boys in 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th grade from the Joliet Diocese
The story of the prophet Jeremiah tells us that it is never too
early to think about God'’s plan for us. This is a day for boys to
grow closer to God and to visit a seminary. The activities include
a tour of Mundelein Seminary, talks about how God calls us,
lunch, recreation time, open gym and Mass. It is hosted and led
by the Joliet Diocese seminarians who attend Mundelein
Seminary.

Quo Vadis Group

For young men Grades 7-10 and their fathers. We will be
discussing what it means to be a man of God and to grow in
virtue. Meetings are held at theope John Paul Il House, 430 N.

Bible Study

Now that we have finished our look at the Christmas gospels, we
are ready to begin looking at the rest of the Gospel according to
Luke, the gospel writer we will hear from during the current cycle
of Scripture readings proclaimed at Sunday Mass. Luke follows
his Christmas story by focusing on John the Baptist's role as
forerunner of the Messiah. Luke’s genealogy of Jesus’ human
ancestry differs significantly from that of Matthew. Some
background into who the inspired author was and why he wrote
will also be part of our discussion on Wednesday, January 13, at
7:00Pmin the Nativity Room. We join Sr. Clare’s Bible prayer
group until 8:00 pm, then continue our discussion until 880

One and all are welcome to attend.

Football Fundraiser Comes to a Close

On behalf of the students who benefit from your support, the
Parents Association thanks everyone who participated in the
2009 Football Fundraiser! Your continuing support of St. Mary
Nativity School is greatly appreciated by the students, parents,
faculty and staff!

We hope you will consider purchasing a ticket when our 2010
Football Fundraiser kicks off!

Week 16 School Football Fundraiser Winne

Center St, Joliet, IL 60435

Saturday, January 16, 2048see Jeremiah Day abgve
Saturday, March 27, 20189:00-10:30 am
Saturday, May 15, 20189:00-10:30 am

For more information on any of the events listed above or any
other information concerning vocations, please contact: Fr.
Burke Masters, Diocesan Vocation Directory, 815.834.4004 or
frourke23@aol.com.
ord of all, may we strongly sense
your presence now. May each of
us realize our calling from you
and respond joyfully.

15t High{$100.00) ....eeeviieeciie e Don Meyers
2nd HIgK$50.00) .oovvieeiiieeiiee e fesdahorski
3rd High($45.00) ..veeeeeiiiieee e Joseph Troha
4th High($35.00) ..vvvveeeiiiiiiee e Lynn Kamara
5th High($30.00) ..veeeeeiiiiiee e e Slastagnoli
6th/7th High($26.00) ...eeveeeiiiiriee e Dalones
6th/7th High($26.00) ....veeevvieeiiieeee, Mr & Mrs Donald Mitok
8th High($20.00) ...vvveeiiiee e Nick ®melos
15t Lon($40.00) ..oovviieiiieecee e Mark Weeditz
2nd/3rd Low($29.00) ...vvveiiiiieiie e Elizabeth Schmitz
2nd/3rd Low($29.00) ..vvvvveieiiiiiiee e Bob Kramerich
4th Low($24.00) ..eeeeeiiiiiee e Guy Jones
Week 17 School Football Fundraiser Winne
1st2nd High($150.00) ..oevvvveeiiiieeiiieecee e Hetucik
1st/2nd Hig{$150.00) ....oovvreiiriiieiie e ri Rvazza
3rd/ath/sth High($73.35) evveeeeiiiiieeeeieeeee Chuck Bosbuy
3rd/ath/sth High($73.35) cevvveeeeiiiiiiiee e Ron Moran
3rd/ath/sth High($73.35) 1vvveeeeeiiiiiiie e Ray Smith
6th High(56.00) ....eevveeiiiiiiieeiiiiieee s Francisi@ngy
7th/8th High($44.00) ..cvveeieiiiiieiieeiee e Rob Stew
7th/gth High($44.00) ..evveeieiiiieiiieie e Jae Adler
1st/2nd/3rd/ath Low($61.00) .......... Terrence & Marilynn Juricic
1st/2nd/3rd/ath Low($61.00) .ovvervvieiiriiiiiee i Sandy Fabian
1st2nd/3rd/ath Low($61.00) ..oeeeeriiiiiieniiiieeeee Jim Huncklef
1st2nd/3rd/ath Low($61.00) ..cvvvvveeiiiiiiiieiiiiien, Helen Zolecki

4 | www.stmarynativity.com
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Girls Volleyball Rules!

The 8th grade girls volleyball
team had a successful seaso
this year. 8th Grade Team
members Paige Kovalcik, Lizzie
Minarich, Jackie Fiday and Kelly
Adams—assisted by 7th
graders Annie Mihelich, Natalje
Nemanich, Brenna Garland and
Ryann Querie—were 1st
place consolation champs in
both the St. Pat’s, Joliet and St.
Joe’s, Lockport, Tournaments.
Best of all, the girls won the
White Division Conference 7th Grade Team: (L/R) Amber McFarland, Jessica Collofello,
Tournament, defeating St. 8th Grade Team: (L-R) Lizzie Minarich, Brenna Garland, Jackig-auren Thompson, Meredith Buldak, Karina Pantoja, Mari

Paul. St. Jude. Joliet. and Ss. Fiday, Kelly Adams, Paige Kovalcik, Ryann Querio. Back: Annid/orales, Jessica Skole, Becky Supergan. Not Pictured: Lisette

CyriI & Methodius, Lemont in aMlhehch, Natalie Nemanich. McBride.

come-from-behind win! In addition, Paige Kovalaid Lizzie Minarich were named to The 7th grade girls volleyball team captured the 1s

=]

the All-Conference Team for the White Divisidray to go! place/White division in the South Suburban Catholic
] ) Conference, finishing the season with a recordf 1
Registration U nderway for the wins/2 losses. The girls played with a lot of heed
determination all season longvait'll next year!!!
2010-2011 School Year allinexty
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Help us spread the good news in Catholic education! Use this form to let us 2 § g pa e
know families we need to meet. O =R 5
Exceptional Catholic Education Where Students Grow Z25% o 2 g
Spiritually, Intellectually and Emotionally @98 E 8 ¢ 2o
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St Mary Nativity School meets the unique learning styles of our students b T - @ , o =T 3 =2
providing a variety of educational opportunities and a low student-teacher S5 g = o o 8 )
ratio. This allows each student to flourish and thrive in a Christ-centered >S5 c 3 8 = g O
. : . T2 2 &8 8 2
environment where every aspect of school life reflects our Catholiesat ss< & z S O o

the heart of everything we do.
COME PRAY WITH LlsS
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FUNERAL HOMES
241-5500 Need Computer Help?

R ey Cail 8157233106

Corporate Luncheons - Showers
Rehearsals - Weddings - Company Picnics

|
|
|
|
|
| CATHY & JOHN ZIVEC
|

|

627 W. Jefferson St. Office (815) 727-456(

o B Joliet, IL 60435 Fax (815) 727-757%
Greg Minarich FAST PRINTING
OF JOLIET, INC.
842 Plainfield Road
Screen Printing & Embroidery on T's, Joliet, IL 60435
Jacke!s & Caps
1932 Essington Road Ph 815/726-5655 (815) 723-0080 [ )
Joliet, IL 60435 - -
(815) 436-4300 1201 N. Broadway / Joilet, IL. 60435 WWW.fastprintingofjoliet.com
**************** [ o e e e e e e e e e o

FERGUSON ED THE PLUMBER

ED THE CARPENTER

GARAG E Best Work - Best Rate

D OO R S Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
Parish Members - Parishioner Discount -

(815) 436-5034 (815) 254-2020

with ANY purchase
Open Sunday
Fresh Donuts made Daily

433 S., Chicago Street, Joliet

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I Free Cup of Coffee :
I

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I (815) 727-2253 I

JOE'S SNOW
REMOVAL

Most Driveways $20!
Also, Sidewalks & Porch Areas
included

815.530.0540

Call at least 1 hour in advance!

The Fountains Banquet Hall _Semeiments of

- ENERAL
Gatherings from 30-225 gues G
soa min ke o MACHINE & TOOL
Minooka, IL 60447 Large capacity machining
(815) 467-4190 for maintenance & production
Espalol (708) 826-4728 CNC Machining

www.fountainsofminooka.com 348 Caton Farm Rd. 727-4342

A Premier Assisted Living
& Memory Care Community
CALL OR STOP IN FOR A TOUR
815-729-4773
3320 EXECUTIVE DR., JOLIET, IL 60431

LP Gas Jason i- _____________ ]

Hitches Glasstite

Jayco Raven | |

Trailers Truck Covers : :

RICK'S RV CENTER I !
Sales - Service - Parts : :

155 &Rt 52  725-4061 | _ 2400 Caton Crestcommons_ _ )

RentalMax

12-30-2009 11:52:22



Free Bowl of Ann's
Famous Soup

with entree purchase

726-8990 73512 Ruby St.

ROOFING AND SHEET METAL INC.
aSymbol of Quality Since 1926°
PHONE 815/773-1200
630/355-7453
779 JOYCE ROAD
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60436

Find out how far
your heart can reach.

Millions of people overseas

depend on you. Please help.

1-877-help-CRS | www.crs.org/ch

CRS serves the poor in over
100 countries around the world.

1503 Clement St., Joliet, IL 60435
Friday Fish Frys - Monthly Ethnic Dinners
Open Daily @ 2pm
Dine in, Carry out - All Welcome
www.croatianculturalclub.com

815/723-3154

815-254-207

$4-m OFF OIL CHANGE

12-30-2009 11:52:22



