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Support Team Beth Am! Attend the Beth Am

Olympics Purim Ball

Saturday, February 25, 2012
7:00pm = 11:00pm
Enjoy an exhilarating Evening of Dinner,

Dancing, Raffles, and Silent Auction!

Featuring DJ Paul Drake
$40 Beth Am Members  $50 Non-Members

THE FIRST 125 PEOPLE TO RESPOND WILL EACH RECEIVE
A FREE GRAND PRIZE RAFFLE TICKET!

Download a response card registration form at
www.congregation-betham.org




Rabbi Bellows’
Viewpoint

On Tuesday night, January 3, 2012, a remarkable
event occurred at Beth Am. | walked into our Multi-
Purpose room and | saw 50 or more teens talking,
laughing, and not paying attention to what they were
supposed to be doing. Yes, this is not the remarkable
part. What made this scene truly notable was that |
was attending the first Beth Am event with the Children
of Abraham, Coalition. On this Tuesday night in
January, our own Midrasha students welcomed
Christian and Muslim teens their own age for an hour of
meeting and greeting, sharing and exchanging ideas
about what it means to live in peace with our
neighbors. The Children of Abraham, as noted on their
Facebook page, is a new suburban coalition of Jewish,
Muslim and Christian leaders who seek to work for peace
and understanding. The group is comprised of students,
teachers, doctors, youth leaders and religious clergy
from the different faiths. We come together regularly to
learn about each other’s religions, serve the community
and discuss how we can help end religious ignorance and
hatred. Rabbi Prass and | will keep you up-to-date on
the Children of Abraham activites and projects. In the
meanwhile, you can find them on Facebook and “like”
the page if you want updates through social medial

There are remarking things happening with youth and
our youth programs at Beth Am. | am particularly
proud of our youth group students and the students who
represent us on the National Board of NFTY. Beth Am
has consistently sent teens on to the national level of
service in the Reform movement and we were blessed
to hear from two of them, Austin Zoot and Hannah
Cohen during our Tefilah band service in January.
Austin and Hannah attended the URJ Biennial and are
part of helping to launch the URJ Campaign for Youth
Engagement. The goal of this new initiative recognized
that  building meaningful relationships and a dynamic
and engaged Jewish community is essential for youth and
their families to commit to Jewish life.

Through people, partnerships, and pathways, and making
this campaign priority number one, we will chart a new
and transformational course for the relationships between
post-b'nei mitzvah teens, their peers, their families, their
congregations, the Reform Movement, and the Jewish
people as a whole. (URJ website)
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Rabbi Prass, our Education Committee, teachers, staff
and | are committed to building and deepening the
positive experience we offer our students. We are
one of the largest Hebrew High Schools in the
Chicagoland area and we look forward to fully
participating in the URJ Campaign for Youth
Engagement. We know that our Midrasha program
and our youth group events are well attended not
only because our teens can socialize, laugh and have
fun together in a welcoming, supporting synagogue
home, but also because they are given amazing
opportunities to learn and to make a difference in
this world.

APSAGY

Rabbi Lisa Sari Bellows

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Purinm 5772

Sunday, March 4

Purinm Larnival
11:302m-1:30pm

and /Z%%

Purin Spie] 77
1:445pra-2:45pr




Notes from the Cantor

You turned my mourning into dancing, so that my soul might
sing to you, So that my soul sing to you, and it not be stilled
Oh God, my God, forever | will thank you

-Psalm 30 (adapted by Debbie Friedman)

February 3rd is Shabbat Shira. This particular Shabbat is spe-
cial because it is the Shabbat on which we read the Song of
the Sea — the song that the Hebrew slaves sang when they
crossed the Sea of Reeds from slavery into freedom. The
Torah portion is unique, as it is written in a poetic style, and is
chanted with a song-like melody. The words to the Mi Chamo-
cha are found in this portion, and it is the first time that singing
becomes a vital mode of worship. In this portion we also hear
about Miriam, a woman who led the people in song and cele-
bration and gratitude. Miriam stood on the shores of the sea,
and saw, for the first time, the possibilities that lay ahead for
her people.

Shabbat Shira is also a special Shabbat because it happens to
be the first Yahrtzeit of our beloved friend, teacher, and inspi-
ration, Debbie Friedman. Debbie, like Miriam, revolutionized
Jewish music and worship. Debbie not only introduced folk
music to prayer services, but by combining English and He-
brew, text and interpretation, she taught us to find meaning
and power in our prayers. Debbie stood upon the shores with
a timbrel (or guitar!) in her hand and led us towards the Prom-
ised Land. She showed us what is possible — she showed us
that prayer and music and healing can all be found within us.
She showed us that by raising our voices together, we can
create a force stronger than any one of us can create on our
own. While Debbie’s music was what first interested me in the
Cantorate, it was Debbie herself that helped me to believe in
what | had to give. Debbie was my teacher, and Debbie
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showed me that we all have something to say and something
valuable to teach.

Debbie always said that she may have written the songs, but
she wrote them for us — they are ours now. We all owe a debt
of gratitude to Debbie Friedman, for her vision, her innovation,
and mainly for her spirit. We should remember Debbie with
joy, with love, and with music. She always wanted us to find
the bright side, and showed us how to turn our mourning into
dancing. It is fitting that on the Shabbat where we remember
the first song of liberation that our people sang, and the first
time that a woman led us in song, we will now also remember
the woman who brought a new song to the Jewish people .

B’ahavah,

CMﬂLM

Cantor Cheryl Wunch

b ‘ g Ay -2 - For tickets contact:
KESHET o v ~"Cantor Kim Harris
Proceeds to benefit 847-205-9982, ext. 206

February 2012 |

cantorharris@templebeth-el.org
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Join Jewish National Fund’s

TU BISHVAT
FAMILY CELEBRATION

Co-Sponsored by the United States Forest Service

Sunday, February 12, 2012 _¢_* AT =
11:30 am - 3:00 pm i& g‘

Chicagoland Jewish High School ool *&

1095 Lake Cook Road ﬁ,’"
Deerfield, IL 60015 w& *,

Free arts and crafts projects ®
Free sapling planting * Free live
entertainment ® Games and prizes

* Food and snacks L

Reglster online at jn.org/chicagotublshvat »

for a chance to win four free box seats to a

Chicago Ctibs game, an IPod and more! *
DONATION OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

T0 SUPPORT JNF'S VITAL WORK IN ISRAEL
For more Information or to volunteer, contact JNF at RSVPChicago@inf.org or 847-656-888D.

JNForg @

Our very own Youth Choir, Kavannah, will
be preforming at this fun event!

Hope to see you therel

What is a Jewish education?

Join us
Tuesday, February 28"
7:45pm
MONTHLY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETING

All members of Congregation Beth Am
are welcome to attend.

4 | Congregation Beth Am ¢ Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

.........................................................................................................................................

Tell your unaffiliated friends
to check us out!

What is Sunday School?
What is a religious school?

1f you ahd your Kids have asked these

questions then this program is for you!!

at Congregation Beth Am
For children 3 - 7 years
of age and their parents

Your youngster is only a few years

_ out of the cradle; have them rol|
~ over to this interacCtive, educational,
_and fun program. Your family will
~ have a fun time singing, doing, Creat-
 ing, learning, and having a great
. experience.

Join {Js:

February 5™ - 9:30 to 11:30am
March 18" - 9:30 to 11:30am

RSVP by Calling (847) 459 —1677

There is no charge for this program. It is
open to all unaffiliated families.



Celebrate Shabbat and
Holidays At Beth Am

February 3 & 4 Beshalach
Exodus 13:17-17:16
Friday

6:00pm Sisterhood Shabbat Dinner

7:30pm Shabbat evening worship with our Beth Am
T'fillah band

Babysitting will be offered for children 3-8 years
old.

Saturday
9:00am Torah Study

February 10 & 11 Yitro

Exodus 18:1-20:23

Friday

7:30pm Shabbat evening worship with Kavannah,
story and birthday blessing.

Babysitting will be offered for children 3-8 years
old.

Saturday
No Torah Study

February 17 & 18

Exodus 21:1-24:18; 30:11-16
Friday

7:30pm Shabbat evening worship

Mishpatim

Babysitting will be offered for children 3-8 years
old.

Saturday
9:00am Torah Study

February 24 & 25 Terumah
Exodus 25:1-27:19
Friday

7:30pm Shabbat evening worship

Babysitting will be offered for children 3-8 years
old.

Saturday
9:00am Torah Study

March 2 & 3 Tetzaveh
Exodus 27:20-30:10

Friday

7:30pm Shabbat evening worship with our Beth Am

T'fillah band

Babysitting will be offered for children 3-8 years
old.

Saturday
9:00am Torah Study

10:00am Shabbat worship
Abby Lerman will be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah.
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Men’s Club Notes...

Men's Club Membership: .
[ ing a part o
leted Consider becoming @
: comphe P one of the most active asnd
j le groups -~
enjoyable Temple g B
THE BETH AM MEN'S CLUB
Contact Bob Boxer
bob.boxer‘@comccsf.ne‘r or
Frank Levine
|evinefrank@yahoo.com.

Maot Chitim Passover Food Box Delivery
Save the date!
On April 1st, the Men’s Club will be helping with the 2012 Passover food box delivery to needy families in the northwest suburbs.

The Greater Chicago Maot Chitim organization reaches out to Chicagoland congregations in an effort to bring meal supplies to the area
needy during Passover, as well as Rosh Hashanah. Last year, over 5000 boxes were delivered in Chicago. We are now reaching out to
the congregation for delivery volunteers in preparation for Passover. Delivery day is Sunday, April 1st.

We encourage our volunteers to make the deliveries a family event. Kids will have a great time participating in this act of kindness.
Electronic notices, flyers and event announcements will be made in February and March with additional details. If you want to volunteer,
please contact Lee Goldstein via email lee.goldstein@comcast.net or phone (847) 913-0706.

Those of you that have helped in the past, Lee will call you over the winter.
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WRJ Sisterhood Hot Flashes @

In December, Sisterhood had our annual Hanukkah party for our o o
members. We enjoyed a potluck dinner and each of us brought Sisterhood Famlly

a toy to donate to the Jewish Children’s Bureau to help make o W o o
Hanukkah special for the children. Everyone had an enjoyable Dinner aa Wor Shlp Service

evening of delicious treats and great conversation! Friday, Februal'y 3, 2012

Please join us for the Sisterhood Family Dinner and Worship
service on Friday, February 3r. This event is open to the entire

Beth Am congregation and their families. During the service, Catel’ ed by DCIIgCOS

Sisterhood will be honored for another successful year. Please

see the ad on this page for more information and registration. Dinner - 6:1 5pm

Be sure to save the date for the annual Women'’s Passover Se- . R »

der which will be held on Wednesday, March 21, 2012. For Worship Service - 7:30pm
additional information see the flyer on this page. $1 8 per adult $1 2 per child
Please keep a lookout for more upcoming events during the

year and kindly remember to donate items to the Beth Am Food RSVP BY January 29’ 2012
Pantry when attending Sisterhood events. Your continued To register go to the Beth Am website at
support s truly appreciated. www.congregation-betham.org

As always, Sisterhood is looking to expand our family. and download form under “Points of Interest”

If interested in joining , please contact the temple office

Email: loriboxer@comcast.net with questions

Lisa Greene and Karen Harlan,

Co-Presidents, Beth Am Sisterhood

= BethAmv Sisterhood,

Womew's Seder 2012
Wednesday, March 21, 2012 6:15-8:30pmw
All women of Bat Mitzvah age and above! 7

Dinner Includes: Salad, Gefilte Fish, Brisket, Green Beans, Potatoes, Wine

Name(s)

Phone Email
Sisterhood Members $20.00 x =$
Non Sisterhood Members $25.00 x =$

Total = $

| can bring a: Parve Dessert Fruit or Fruit Compote

| can help with: Set up (morning of) Clean Up

- RSVP by Mawrch 14, 2012 - :

Make check payable to: Beth Am Sisterhood, 225 N. McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 |
Contacts: Leslye Hess at: elrymom@yahoo com or Lori Boxer at: loriboxer@comcast.net
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Religious School Bhﬁlml@ﬁui

Important Dates to Remember

Sunday, February 12 Todah to our December Pizza Dinner Helpers
10:45am - 11:30am . )
5th grade Mock Wedding (families invited) Randi Carlson Rebekah Goldstein
Mark Grossman Nina Handeland
Tuesday, February 21¢! Ann Kagan Debbie Klieman
5:35pm - 6:00pm Elisa Sewell
Hebrew School Pizza Dinner
Wednesday, February 22nd Family Fun Bingo Night: December 10, 2011
5:35pm - 6:00pm _ Todah to our Committee Members:
Hebrew School Pizza Dinner Betty Coh Risa Levit
X etty Cohen isa Levitan
Sunday, February 26! Shirley Miler ~ Jeff Sabes

8:45am - 10:15am

6th grade Fieldtrip to Kingswood Church Todah to our fabulous Bingo caller, Jon Andes who made

the evening come alive.

Youth and Family Worship Opportunities

Friday, February 10t —7:30pm We are grateful for the generous donation of fabulous

Shabbat Evening T'fillot: Family Friendly including February prizes from local business:

birthday blessings, shira, and Kavannah!

Original Bagel and Bialy The Best and Spa
Buffalo Grove Theater Al Val Jewelry
Family Education Program - February 26" AdVenture Hobbie Shop Nibbles Play Café
6t Grade Boker B’yachad (Family Education) Programs Wendy's Dyed by Mimi
Fieldtrip to Kingswood Church eSkape _ ~ The Foreman Family
) , American Enterprise Bank
The 6t grade classes are studying a comparison of other Pampered Chef, Amy Haynes
religions which enables our students to explore similarities Tastefully Simple, Karen Kasregis
and differences to Judaism. This is an important part of their Uncommon Stone, Michelle Wilkes
K — 12 Jewish education because it helps them define their Buffalo Grove Golf and Sports Center
own Judaism while being more informed of the diversity in
our world. Our Religious School Needs Your Leadership!

If you have been thinking about how you might enjoy
becoming more involved in synagogue life, consider joining
the Education Committee.

As part of their studies, our students have an exciting
upcoming event. On Sunday, February 26th, 8:45 —10:15am,
the 6t graders along with their parents, will be attending a

Sunday morning service at Kingswood Methodist Church. This committee plays an important role in setting the

education agenda for our students in grades Pre-K thru 12t
Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend. grade. The meetings take place on Mondays from 7:00 —
Students should be dropped off and picked up at Kingswood. 8:00pm.

Join us at the next Religious School Committee Meeting on

Jewish Technology Monday, March 12th at 7:30pm.

Please contact Director of Education, Rabbi Prass, or Education

There are GREAT, FREE and : , :
Committee Chairperson, Lou Meyers, 847-777-1288 with

easy ways to bring Judaism

Into your life through technology. |§ questions.
For February, check out these great apps for Teacher Appreciation Shabbat Friday March 9
iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad: Education Committee Meeting Monday March 12
1.“Tu I:’:ishva'r Fruits Game”: Great entertainment and Education Committee Meeting Monday April 16
education.
2. “HeAlphaSB”: practice the names of each letter Education Committee Meeting Monday May 21
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At Congregation Beth Am we speak lvrit!
ares P Attendance Honor Roll

for 2011 -2012/5772
For students in Alef - Hey

who had no more than one absence
during the 1st semester

There is always room to bring more Hebrew into our school
and into the ears of our children. To that end, please get in
the habit of using Hebrew i.e., we don't have services,
rather we have T'fillah; we don't have music, but we have
shira. The more we can use Hebrew, the more our students
will feel comfortable with this beautiful language.

Here are the words of the week we used this past month:

Alef Gimel
I3y TRANSLITERATION TRANSLATION Alexis Becker Joshua Christensen
Zach Bromet Samuel Foreman
iR} vered ¢ rose Ryan Carlson Emma Gradman
NP Ki-a-rah bowl Joshua Cooper Emily Hersh
— Michelle Gibori Zachary Klaber
nmin Menucha rest Hannah Greenspan  Lauryn Lintner

MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR
CONGREGATION BETH AM’S SCHOOLS
WITH BOX TOPS
We are continuing our Box Tops for Education fundraising
campaign. Last school year we raised almost $500. This
year, we've set a goal of earning over $600 through Box

Tops.

Another easy way to help our school is to sign up for the
Box Tops website at boxtopsdeducation.com. You'll get
updates on our school's Box Tops earnings, money-saving
coupons, family-pleasing recipes, chances to win Bonus
Box Tops, the latest Box Tops news and much, much more.
Best of all, it's absolutely free! Keep clipping Box Tops!

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS

In the event that it is necessary for an emergency closing of
Congregation Beth Am'’s Religious School or Hebrew School,
the closing Information will be broadcast over the following
radio, television stations, and websites:

WBBM-FM 96.3
WUSN-FM 99.5 WBBM-AM 780
WGN-AM 720 WMAQ-AM 670
WFLD TV Channel 32 WGN TV Channel 9
www.emergencyclosings.com

WLS-FM

Sign up for email notifications thru www.emergencyclosings.com.

For 4:30pm classes, we will post to Emergency Closings by
3:30pm. For 6:30pm and later classes, we will post by 4:35pm.

Ryan Grossman
Paige Harris
Quentin Kagan
Grant Katzenstein
Ryan Klein
Ryan Lerman
Bradley Locker
Alec Medwedeff
Jared Schor
Evan Sewell
Zachary Shanks
Irina Stamm
Nathan Teplitz
David Wallach

Bet

Haley Brown
Daniel Goldstein
Andrew Gordon
Evan Handeland
Ean Kasdorf
Jesse Kittay
Rebecca Lane
Max Lava

Jared Lipsky
Abbey Parker
Martin Podvoll
Matthew Rosenbloom
Matt Rosenthal
Mathew Ross
Ken Schwarzbach
Bryan Slaughter
Adam Wallach
Robin Yager
Randi Zeal

Jessica Mendelson
Mackenzie Novoselsky

Justin Roseman
Emily Sparber
Brandon Ward

Daled

Anabella Berns
Rachel Brauer
Max Bromet
Jacob Cooper
Daniel Eisenstein
Madelyn Finn
Mikayla Foreman
Geoffrey Frenk

Hey

Amy Arbus

Andrew Christensen
Jamie Gibori

Sam Gordon

Abby Lerman
Ashley Levitan
Andrew Projansky
Jason Roseman
Samantha Sewell
Samantha Sparber

Our School is in Need of:

Smartboards
Projectors Ipads

Please contact Rabbi Prass to donate

Melissa Friedman
Peter Handler
Alexander Harris
Cade Kaplan
Aaron Katzenstein
Caitlin Leonard
Brandon Medrano
Maya Medwedeff
Jonathan Meyer
Matthew Mittelmark
Zachary Nistad
Paige Rosenbloom
Brooke Rosenthal
Brad Ross

Preston Siegel
Eric Slaughter
Amanda Weis

Un-used Laptops CD
Digital Cameras
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Who: Club 56 - All Beth Am 5% & 6® Grade Students

‘What: A Shul In! We will kick the night off by attending Shabbat Worship Services. After the oneg,
we will have the synagogue to ourselves to enjoy food and fun with fabulous friends.

'Shm.enhshmldbrmgﬂwmaryitemsmeyneadforaﬂeepmnciuding
a sleeping bag, pillow, pajamas, toiletries, etc. *

If students choose, they may bring their own board games or game systems (with the
necessary games and accessories) for everyone to enjoy.

Please let Marla know ahead of time to ensure we have the necessary space and equipment ready.
‘Where: Congregation Beth Am
‘When: Friday, February 3, 2012- Saturday, February 4, 2012, 7:15PM-8:00AM
* Check-in will be in the back entryway prior to Shabbat Worship Services. *
Cost- $10 if signed up by January 29%, $15 if signed up after January 29%

*¥* Please RSVP to Marla, club5! ation-betham.org,
or at the temple office 847.459.1677 ***

Club 56°s Shul-In
Sign-Up Slip
Participant’s Name: Grade:
Participant’s Phone Number: Date
Emergency Contact Information:
Payment: [ Cash Enclosed O Check Enclosed (# )

Great Kids Deserve a Great €a

Check out our
Website

www.congregation-betham.org

for the most
up to date
youth group
information

Club 56

5th & 6t graders

Kadimah

7t & 8t graders

Rosh Hodesh

7t & 8t grade girls

BATY

Qth - 12t graders

*

Register Now at www.osrui.org

Summer Programs
4, 5, and 6 week
programs available

of your life

nftyisrael@urj.org
(212) 452-6517
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Yo! 7" and 8™ Graders! Come ahd

RADIVAL

Wednesday, February 15
6-7 ptn (After Hebrew SChool)

Come hang out and Srab some pizza after Hebrew School!
Bring $5 and your 7 and 8™ Grade Beth Am friends!

Questions? Contact Steve, Kadimah Advisor, at BATY@congregation-betham.org

Kick it with Kadimah Dinner (Feb. 15)

Name: Grade:

Emergency Contact (Name & Phone):

Please Bring Slip & Cash or Check for to Office by Sun. Feb. 12 or bring cash to event and RSVP to
BATY@congregation-betham.org

CBA High School Retreat!

Join us for a fun-filled, meaningful and
unforgettable weekend at Q.S R.U.I1in
Oconomowoc, WI from
Fri. February 10 to
Sun. February 12

Drop off: ¢ pm at BJBE on Fri.
Pick up: 1 pm at BIBE on Sun.
Cost: By February 1 - $105
After February 16 - $115

There’s no better event to become closer with
your Beth Am friends. And make new ones!

Make sure to bring: a sleeping bag ¥ pillow, Clothing for 3
days (warm, ComfY Stuff plus boots and snow gear),
tojletries, a towel for showering, any mediCation, books
and any homework (as there will be free time on Saturday
t0 do homework) etC.

Along with the High

School Students from
‘Temple Chai and BIBE!

ContaCt BATY Advisor
Steve Chaitman
BATY@Congregation-betham.org
For questions, conCerns, or
speCial requests.

BATY Retreat (February 10-12)
Gign Up Slip

Participant’s Name: Grade: ____

Emergency Contact #
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