
   What a wonderful time of the year! Flowers are popping up, and 
the trees are getting a little darker green each day. Newness is all 
around us! This is the time of year when we get out the patio furni-
ture, clean out the garage, and begin those yard projects. 
   Here at First United it’s the time of year when our Stewardship 
Committee has been busy doing a lot of planning! (Yes, I know it’s 
Spring and not Fall!) They are making a renewed commitment to 
help our congregation grow in discipleship. Discipleship includes 
growing generous givers, carving out time in our schedules to 
serve God with our time, and to share our talents for God’s pur-
poses. In the months ahead you’ll see more opportunities and 
efforts from our Stewardship Committee to help us all grow in 
our discipleship. 
   Some of you may be thinking, “Oh, great, First United is going 
to be talking about money all the time now!” We will be talking 
about money, And volunteering, AND sharing our gifts and tal-
ents! I believe it is a disservice to God if we don’t! We owe it 
to ourselves, and more importantly, to God to grow deeper in 
our commitment and relationship with Him. 
   A few questions for us to ponder in the midst of all this new-
ness of Spring: 
     How do we practice being good stewards? 
     How do we begin sharing our stewardship stories? 
I believe each week, as we put our check in the offering enve-
lope, or subtract our electronic giving from our checking ac-
count, we are making a spiritual act of thanksgiving to God 

for all of His gifts! It’s an act of graciousness - of apprecia-
tion - for God’s work throughout our lives! 
Let’s grow in our spiritual acts with our time, talents and 
treasure! We do so, not as an obligation, but as an act 

of graciousness and appreciation of our God who 
makes all things new and spring-like. 

May the Easter joy of Christ touch your lives in a 
holy way!   

 In His Grace, 
 Pastor Todd 
P.S. See the tidbits & facts 
from our Stewardship Com-
mittee on page 6. 
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May 16 and May 23 

 
New Member Workshops will be offered here 
at First United the Sundays of May 16 and 
May 23. They will be held in the Chapel of our 
church between worship services at 9:35 a.m. 
These workshops introduce you to the minis-
tries of First United and help us to get better 

acquainted with you, and the gifts you bring to this community of faith. 
Those who decide to join us will be welcomed into membership on Sunday, 
May 23, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. If you are interested in join-
ing our community of faith, or if you know of someone who might be inter-
ested, please contact the church office at 452-2401, or talk with Pastor Todd 
or Deaconess Deb. 

W o r s h i p  2 

Sunday, May 2 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Confirmation Sunday 

8:30 & 10:30 am HC Worship 
Bell Choir 

Education Hour 9:35 am 
 

Thursday, May 6 
6:30 pm HC Worship 

Dinner at 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, May 9 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

8:30 & 10:30 am HC Worship 
Christus & Cherub Choirs 8:30 

Sanctuary Choir 10:30 
Education Hour 9:35 am 

 
Thursday, May 13 

6:30 pm HC Worship 
 

Sunday, May 16 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

8:30 & 10:30 am HC Worship 
Electric Gospel 

New Member Workshop 9:35 am 
 

Thursday, May 20 
6:30 pm HC Worship 

 
Sunday, May 23 
Day of Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:30 am HC Worship 
Sanctuary Choir 8:30 

Middle & High School Choirs 10:30 
9:35 am New Member Workshop 

9:35 am Last Day of Sunday School 
10:30 am New Member Reception 

 
Thursday, May 27 

6:30 pm HC Worship 
 

Sunday, May 30 
Holy Trinity Sunday 

9:30 am Holy Communion Worship 

“EARTHBOUND” 
continues in 

Donuts & Dialogue 

 
 

Join us as we continue the cutting-edge DVD series entitled, “EarthBound: Cre-
ated & Called to Care for Creation” in Donuts & Dialogue! EarthBound is taking 
us on a journey into God’s rich and complex creation to explore how Luther 
understood that the care of creation is our Christian vocation. Don’t miss is! 
 

Our EarthBound Schedule 
    May 2:  “Me/We” 
    May 9:  “Now/Forever” 
    May 16: “Enough/Too Much” 
    May 23: Review and Discussion 
 
Donuts & Dialogue meets every Sunday morning at 9:35 a.m. in the Genszler 
Room. Please join us! 

 

 



�:�H�¶�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
individuals to volunteer 
in a couple areas of wor-
ship. Please give them 

some prayerful thought 
and check off the area/s 
�\�R�X�¶�G���E�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H����

and for which service 
�\�R�X�¶�G���S�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���L�Q�� 

Thank you! 
 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���7�L�P�H���3�O�X�V 
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���7�L�P�H���D�Q�G���S�U�L�R�U���W�R��
the sermon, the young children, ages 3 
through Second Grade, leave the 
sanctuary for an activity in the Chapel. 
Following the sermon, the children re-
turn to their families for the remainder 
of the service. 
 
�† �<�H�V�����,�·�G���O�R�Y�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K�� 
  �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���7�L�P�H���3�O�X�V�� 
 
�† I prefer 8:30     �† I prefer 10:30 
 
 
Child Care (formerly Kiddie Keep) 
You work with our hired staff to pro-
vide childcare under age 5 during the 
worship service and the education 
hour. 
 
�† �<�H�V�����,�·�G���O�R�Y�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K 
  Child Care! 
 
�† I prefer 8:30     �† I prefer 10:30 
 
Please drop off in the Church Office 
or in the offering plate. Thank you! 

 
We had a great Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3rd! Sixty plus chil-
dren and their parents and grandparents braved the 
chance of rain - which we had! It is always a joy to 
have new families join in all the fun.  Thanks go to all 
the helpers who came early and stayed late to put it 
all together. Thank you to all who brought cookies and 
bars. A special thanks to Johna- than  Strader, Manager of 
the Texas Roadhouse, �Z�K�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���´�)�U�H�H���.�L�G�·�V���0�H�D�O�µ��
tokens for all of the 12 and under children who 
attended.   Last, but not least, our thanks to our 
Easter Bunny, who al- ways shows up just in time with 
�K�L�V���K�H�O�S�H�U���´�-���µ���:�H���O�R�R�N���I�R�U��ward to next year and another 
Easter Egg Hunt celebration! 
          ~Louis & Joyce Milsted 

M i s s i o n  3 

 �6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���L�W�·�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D���Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S��
with people who live on the other side of the world: the members of the Maan-
gashiny Parish in Tanzania! They sent us Blessed Easter wishes and keep us in 
their prayers. Please keep them in your prayers as well. 
 Because the people of Maangashiny are among the poorest in the world, they 
have many needs. Our Tanzanian Partnership Committee has been working hard 
to get some programs started that will help them. 
 Most recently, a group of our members who are physicians have pledged to 
sponsor a medical student. This student would be trained to become a physician 
at the Nkoaranga Hospital, which serves the people of Maangashiny. Specifics 
are still being worked out, but General Secretary Ndosi has approved their 
request, so we hope to move forward on this soon. 
 Another area we want to help with is a tailoring program for women. With 
this program we would sponsor women to attend an 18-month tailoring school, 
which would teach them to sew clothing, school uniforms, and other items which 
they could sell for profit to support their families. 
 Another important area we want to help with is with the education of their 
children. We want to set up a scholarship program at the schools where the chil-
dren of Maangashiny attend, to help improve 
their education. Support to help pay for school-
ing, uniforms and supplies is vital. 
 These are very ambitious goals for a very 
small committee! Can YOU help us accomplish 
our goals to help our partners? We need your 
support and involvement! Please talk to Deacon-
ess Deb to see how you can help! 

 

 


