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A few years ago, the pollster, George Gallup, was asked to comment
on what his polls were saying about “the correct state of religion in
America.” Gallup said, in part, “The two major trends really are a
search for depth in our society - people are seeking spiritual moorings -
and the search for relationships. People need to rediscover each other.

We are fragmented!”

How are we doing as a church family in the spiritual and relational
aspects of who we are? Do we have a need to rediscover each
other? Might some in our midst feel fragmented?

One way to begin thinking about these questions is to better un-
derstand who we are. | am often asked what our age demograph-
ics are. Let me share this with you in the following chart:
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Age in Years Number of Persons Percentage
0-9 225 11.65%
10-14 137 7.09%
15-19 129 6.68%
20-24 114 5.90%
25-34 192 9.94%
35-44 229 11.85%
45-54 223 11.54%
55-64 183 9.47%
65-84 246 12.73%
85 & above 34 1.76%

Our average age is 38 for females, and 35 for males.
It matters not where we fall in the chart. What does
matter are deeply rooted, spiritual relationships! If

we are intentional about building

relationships with all people across

all generations and of all ages
i in the name of Christ, we
can build a wonderful

i community!
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Thursday, July 1
6:30 p.m. HC Worship
5:00 p.m. pre-service supper

Sunday, July 4
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. HC Worship

Thursday, July 8
6:30 p.m. HC Worship

Sunday, July 11
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. HC Worship

Thursday, July 15
6:30 p.m. HC Worship

Sunday, July 18
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

P

9:30 a.m. HC Worship

Thursday, July 22
6:30 p.m. HC Worship

Sunday, July 25
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. HC Worship

Thursday, July 29
6:30 p.m. HC Worship

(con’t from page 1)

People will come to feel connected
and rooted in this faith community!
What does matter is believing and
living out God’s Spirit within each of
us. It will tfranscend and be so much
bigger than whatever trend the
Gallup Polls can show!

May God bless you and your fam-

ily this 4th of July!
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The sun is shining and the grass is green, so
what better time is there to celebrate
CHRISTMAS?! Yes, you read that right, we will
be celebrating Christmas in July at First United! During the
entire month of July there will be a Christmas tree in the
Gathering Area, decorated with colorful ornaments. Each of
the ornaments on the tree will have a school supply item
printed on it. You are invited to take one or more of the
ornaments from the tree, purchase the item/s listed, and
place them under the tree. At the end of the month, all of the
school supplies will be sorted, put into backpacks, and

given to needy children in the Sheboygan area and to

Cross Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, one of our partner
congregations. Thank you for helping to make a differ- Iy

ence in a child’s lifel
~ The Social Ministry Committee
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Check out the display case by the church library
to see pictures and items from Tanzania! Some of
y the items include those given to our congregation
from our partner congregation, the Maangashiny
Parish. More pictures of Maangashiny are in a
scrapbook in the library at the front table.

Thank you for your continued prayers for Tanza-
nia and for our partners in Maangashiny. You may
remember that last year they suffered a severe
drought, which caused widespread hunger. This

spring they have been blessed with nourishing rains. Please pray that they will
have a bountiful growing season this year. Thank youl!

~The Tanzanian Committee




Mission

“Tithe.” It means “one tenth” or 10%. From the beginning, it’s
been the standard for what God’s people set aside specifi-
cally for the service of God’s Word. The “tithe” offering isn't
the only offering you make. In faith, all your life is an offering
for God’s redemptive purposes in the world. (Remember, eve-
rything you do with everything you have is “stewardship” or
“life management.”) The “tithe” is your offering for God’s
Word and God accomplishes through it.

Numbers 18:21; Malachi 3:8-10

pecial Otterings

Christmas in July

Special offerings throughout the month of July will be desig-
nated for school supplies, as part of our “Christmas in July”
program. See the article on page 2.

Christmas in July

CCAC,

We need your help by providing non-
perishable food items for our hungry
neighbors. Most of the food is distributed
by the St. Mark Lutheran Church Food Pan-
try, but we also have many people who
come to our door here at First United look-
ing for assistance. There is a food collection
barrel and a shopping cart conveniently
located next to the small “serving
kitchen” (near the Gathering Area) for your
food contributions.

The St. Mark Food Pantry is open twice a
month and serves hundreds of individuals

" ) and families. And as plants shut their doors,

and unemployment compensastion comes to
an end, more and more are looking for
food assistance. So, if you are able, please
add a couple of items to your next grocery
shopping trip and share it with those less
fortunate.
Non-perishable items include:

* canned soup

* canned meats

* cereal

* pork & beans

* joms & jelly

* pancake mix (with water only)

* syrup

* spaghetti

* spaghetti sauce

* tuna

* canned vegetables

* oatmeal

* rice

* instant potatoes

* Macaroni & Cheese

* Crackers

* Snack crackers for children

* Baby food
There is also a great need for non-food
items which cannot be bought with food
stamps. They include:

* Toilet paper

* Diapers

* Detergent

* Dish soap

* Soap

Please bring your items AT ANY TIME as the
need is great! Thank you!




