SS. PETER & PAUL

CATHOLIC CHURCH

608 E. Main St., PO Box 548, Weyauwega W1 54983

Pastor, Fr. Brian Belongia

MISSION STATEMENT
Our Mission as faith filled Catholics is

to foster a spirit of love and forgiveness.

We live this mission through our deep
faith in the Trinity—God the Father,
God the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We celebrate our belief through the
Word, Sacraments, and God’s presence
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among us.

We give witness to our belief by offering
our gifts and talent to others.
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MASS SCHEDULE

Thursday Mass .........cceceveninnnnn 9:00am
Sunday Mass ......ccoovevevevennann. 11:00am
Sacred Heart Sunday Mass .... 8:00am
St. Mary Magdalene

Saturday Mass .......ccocoevereevnenn. 4:30pm
Sunday Mass .....ccoovevieverienennnn. 9:30am
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, January 5

9:00am Morning Mass & Confession
Sunday, January 8

9:00am St. Anne’s & Kc’s Meeting * N
Tuesday, January 10 G SR LA SO GBI e

6:00pm 2nd Grade Parent Meeting : ‘ ;" —
Mary, the Holy Mother of God
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MASS SCHEDULE
For January 1-8, 2012

Sunday, January 1

11:00am T Joe & Gladys Van Hammond,
Sarah Van Hammond & Geri Peterson

Tuesday, January 3

8:00am Communion Service
Wednesday, January 4

8:00am Communion Service
Thursday, January 5

9:00am Intention of the Donor

11:00am Lakeview Manor 1 Fran Capen
Saturday, January 7

4:30pm Mass at St. Mary Magdalene
Sunday, January 8
8:00am Mass at Sacred Heart
9:30am Mass at St. Mary Magdalene
11:00am T Pat Gain

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Epiphany of the Lord

11:00am—Sunday, January 8

Servers: Taylor Peters, Brandon Scheer,
Morgan & Taylor Folk

Lector: John Young

Greeters: Gene & Rebecca Goode family

Ushers: Tom Bolles, Vic Loibl

Sacristan: Renee Cullen

Eucharist:
Gift Bearers:

Dawn Zeinert, Tom & Renee Cullen
Chris Johnson family & Cathy Johnson

By
<% Sharon VandeCastle

Our annual Souper Supper will be held this month. Perfect weath-
er for a piping hot bowl of a delicious, tasty soup. Soup donations
graciously accepted.

Our family had a wonderful Christmas starting with a beautiful
mass Christmas Eve. We hope each and every one of you were able
to get to our church to celebrate Jesus's birth with either Fr. Brian
or Fr. Paul.....or in another church supported by your family.
Today we start the New Year. Resolutions will be made that will be
hard to keep. Maybe we should all try to do something that might
be a little easier that everyone can do. Something positive that will
not only brighten someone's day, but yours, too. SMILE, even if
you don't get one back, it's the same in any language. REACH
OUT, to those you know are suffering and struggling with some-
thing they have no control. Sometimes taking one's hand, putting
your hand on one's shoulder or giving a genuine hug, speaks vol-
umes to the one receiving it. PRAY, for our country to find a way
to solve unemployment, poverty, and all the turmoil in our govern-
ment that is tearing our country apart. There is "power in prayer."
Most of us have seen it in our lives....there are miracles, let's pray
for the right ones.

Thought of the year: "Be kinder, gentler and more compassion-
ate....it will come back to you in ways you can't even imagine. To
have true joy, one must share it." Blessings to all of you.

COLLECTION REPORT for Dec. 25

Adult Envelopes ............... $1,855.00
Offertory «.oeveevevvevveveveiennene $503.00
Tri-Parish Envelopes ..........cco...... $0

Please pray for the family and friends of
Arlene Dean & Bishop Mark Schmitt

who recently passed away.

May they rest in peace.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 1
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6/]n 1:29-34

Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/]n 1:35-42

Thursday: 1Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

Friday:1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

©Liturgical Publications Inc

ACT/ION

neflection

B

2 Welcome to SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church

1/2 Daniel Wilson
1/3 Helen Ostermeier, Frances Cullen
1/7 Curtis Johnson, Tim Baechnman

1/8 Adam Huelsbeck

Birthdays

PRAY FOR

Sick: Jim VandeCastle, Mary Lynn Clark, Elaine Flunker,
Beatrice Talbot, Joe Ginther, Victoria Schultz, Clifford &
Kathy Van Hammond, Elaine Stocker, Joe Quadra, Debbie
Batterman, Carl Young, Pam Koerber, Don Solberg, Phyllis
Solberg

Lakeview Manor - Jim Crist

Park Vista Senior Living (King): Tom Frazier, Vera Markunas

Veterans Home (King): Eileen Collar

St. Joseph’s (New London): Glenn Sampson, Ursula Rutten

Franciscan Care (Appleton): Dorothy Lantvit

Strong Haven (Weyauwega): Carolyn Tryba, Helen Huettl,
Richard Weller




Message from Fr. Brian

As we begin 2012, by now, you have noticed
the words of the Mass have changed. There are
two interesting words I would like to explain: One
comes from our new translation of the Latin
Mass; the other is one that we, as Latin Catholics,
may be unaware of.

Perhaps one of the most notable changes in
the Profession of Faith is the use of the term, consubstantial. To
us, who have been formed with over 2,000 years of theology and
catechesis, it may seem unnecessary to use such a term, but it is
essential we profess exactly what it is we believe.

Early in the history of the Church, there was a priest named
Arius of Alexandria. He was teaching that Jesus Christ, although
he was the highest and most glorious being created by God, was
not God. He strongly believed and taught that God the Father
created the Son and there was a time when the Son did not exist.
He believed that Jesus of Nazareth was a virtuous man, whom the
father adopted. For Arius, Jesus was not divine and came from
another substance different from that of the Father.

As you can imagine division developed because of this theolo-
gy. It was dangerous to be on either side of the issue if it were not
the popular one in the region in which you lived. It was causing
civil unrest in the Roman Empire. To maintain the order of the
Roman Empire, Constantine in 325 called the Council of Nicaea
in which the Council determined Jesus, the Son of God, is equal
to the Father and there was never a time that he did not exist. Je-
sus Christ is of the same substance, consubstantial to the Father:
God from God; light from light; true God and from True God;
begotten not made; consubstantial with the Father. Properly speak-
ing the Creed was written originally in Greek and the term, Homo-
ousios, means one in being. Consubstantial would be the term that
most closely translates the Greek, Homoousios to Latin, the lan-
guage of the Western part of the Empire.

Today we celebrate the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God. A
few years ago, the Byzantine Liturgy underwent a revision, much
like our Latin Liturgy. The East decided to re-introduce the term,
Theotokos, when referring to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Basically, the
term more precisely means, bearer of God and is often translated
into English as Mother of God. In our theology, East and West,
Mary’s highest and most glorious title is Theotokos, or Mother of
God. I cannot help to take notice how similar the wording of Eu-
charistic Prayer I1I, when referring to Mary, the Mother of God, is
strikingly similar to the language in the Byzantine Liturgy minus
the use of Theotokos!

How can we say that Mary is the Mother of God! Not many
would dispute that Mary is the mother of Jesus, but some found it
hard to accept that she be the Mother of God. We say at many
masses, “Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary” We
believe in One God in Three Persons. The second person of the
Blessed Trinity is Jesus Christ, the Eternal Word. He is True God
consubstantial with the Father. On March 25, some 2000 years
ago, the second person of the Blessed Trinity through the power of
the Holy Spirit was conceived in the womb of Mary and after nine
months had passed, on December 25, was born in Bethlehem.
(Note: I have exaggerated those dates for the sake of ease) He hum-
bled himself to share in our humanity. Jesus, who walked the earth
and freely died on the Cross on Golgotha for our salvation, is the

Second person of the Trinity. Jesus Christ is one divine person in
two natures: Divine and Human. Since this is the case, we can and
rightly refer to Mary as the, Theotokos, God Bearer, the Mother of
God, and it is for the same reasons we can say that God was born
in Bethlehem and God died on the Cross.

The theological terms of faith we use can be confusing; howev-
er they are important to our being able to truly profess what we
believe. As we begin a new year, take time to reflect on the words
of the Mass with open hearts so that we may be drawn deeper in
faith.

Blessings,
Fr. Brian

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

Looking for a weekend away, for just the two of you! A Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend offers you this experience. It's a time to
renew your relationship, away from the everyday distraction of life.
It's an opportunity to strengthen your communication and pro-
mote greater intimacy in your life together. You don't need a Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend, but you DESERVE one. “Discover
Each Other Again”, more deeply, honestly and warmly.

The upcoming schedule consists of February 10-12 or March
10-11 at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality in DePere. Spring
weekend dates are also scheduled.

For more information and to obtain an informational bro-
chure, contact Sue & Dennis Amtmann, (920) 544-5166 or visit
the website at www.gbme.org

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

January 1 is the oldest celebration of Mary in the Catholic
Church. The custom of honoring the Virgin on the first day of the
New Year originates in the sixth century, when her celebration was
tied to the octave day of Christmas, the eighth day after December
25. In doing so, ancient preachers would remind their congrega-
tions about the role that Mary played in the history of salvation.
Jesus was born of a woman, and so, as Eucharistic Prayer 4 states,
"Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,
he shared our human nature in all things but sin." The human
nature of Christ is rooted in his being born like us. As we round
out the Christmas celebration with its Octave Day on January 1,
we venerate the woman who gave birth to him.

There is a dual action in today's Gospel that is sometimes
overlooked. The shepherds find the infant in the manger as has
been told to them by the angel. And then they go out to tell others
about the child. In the meantime, Mary reflects on all these things
in her heart. These are the two complementary stances of the
Christian: action and reflection. Both are needed for a balanced
spiritual life. It is, in effect, putting into practice the two great com-
mandments: love God and love your neighbor.

As we begin the New Year, it is customary to make resolu-
tions: to diet, to exercise, to change something in one's life. Like
Mary, who reflected on the events surrounding the birth of her
child, we take some time to reflect on our own lives: where we
have been, and where we are going. The Gospel gives us the oppor-
tunity to situate that reflection in a spiritual context. What does
the birth of Jesus mean for me spiritually (reflection), and what do
I intend to do about that in my daily life (action)!
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