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Prayer for  

St. Odilia Jubilee 

“Celebrate With Joy” 

by Colleen Vlaisavljevich 2010 

 

Oh God, faithful in our history, 

we reflect with awe 

on your presence with us 

from our very beginning years. 

You have brought us to this year of jubilee. 

We gratefully stand on solid and holy ground, 

blessed by the generosity and legacy 

of a multitude of unrecognized and honored 
names. 

 O God, acting in the present, 

throw open wide the doors of our hearts! 

Grant us the courage to fulfill the call of jubilee – 

to forgive, to reconcile, and to celebrate who we are. 

Knowing all are loved and precious to you, 

we pray for the inspiration 

to proclaim this joyfully and justly, 

to mirror your presence in every encounter. 

 O God, promised in our future, 

your grace beckons us 

on a growing pathway of compassion. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit 

guide our parish community 

into the coming years, resplendent with 

living faith, hope and all-embracing love. 

We pray through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
ST. ODILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

 
Greatly blessed, challenged to greater discipleship. Empowered by a growing commitment to stewardship we will: 

Create a sacred place where all are welcome and encouraged to an ever-deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Be intentional about community, engaging one another in God's work at every stage of life. 

Foster the gifts of our members and be shaped by their leadership. 

Be persistent in charity and justice and extend ourselves to meet diverse human needs. 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

   "Are not all of these men who are speaking Galileans?  How is it that each of us hears them in his native tongue?  Each of us hears them 

speaking in his own tongue about the marvels God has accomplished."  These words are taken from the first reading for the feast of Pentecost 

which we celebrated a couple weeks ago. It is Luke's description of that event from the Acts of the Apostles.  Pentecost introduces the longest season 

of the Church year. That means we celebrate Pentecost longer than any other feast in the Christian calendar. In July of this season of Pentecost, we 

are going to be celebrating St.Odilia’s 50th anniversary. Fittingly enough, our theme is ―50 years of celebrating the Spirit.‖         

 Luke's description is spectacular: a tornado-like wind with its terrifying sound, tongues of fire dancing on the heads of the Twelve, United Nations-

style simultaneous and instantaneous translation into multiple languages, cries of amazement mingled with shouts of mockery in the assembled 

congregation, and a powerful sermon by Peter that resulted in 3000 baptisms–a rather stupendous and astounding occurrence, a miraculous event, we 

would have to admit.  Was that the miracle of Pentecost, do you think?  Was the miracle of Pentecost that the church witnessed heavenly fireworks or 

that the crowds were suitably impressed or that large numbers embraced the new way?                    

 Isn’t the true miracle of Pentecost, a miracle worth observing, worth celebrating 2000 years later, the event that formed the followers of Jesus into a 

holy assembly, the event that gave them life in the spirit.  The miracle worth celebrating is the birth of the church and the voice of prayer and praise 

given to this new community. The voice given to the church is a universal one, but one that is never without a local accent.  The crowds in Acts can tell 

that the speakers are Galilean, the apostles haven't lost their accent, their culture, their individuality.  The Gospel does not abolish local cultures and 

customs in favor of some vague, one-size-fits-all message in some heavenly, non-human language.  The Gospel is always articulated with some kind 

of regional accent, in somebody's native tongue.  Moving African–American spirituals, Latin chant, plainsong, Gospel rock and hip–hop, English 

hymnody, folk music by Dan Perry and the Ice-Cream Band!  These and other musical idioms become the language in which human beings can give 

praise to God.  The native languages and cultures of our world become the local accents of the Gospel, become the tongues which the Spirit takes and 

transforms into perfect praise.                                        

  The voice given to the church is not merely a voice only its official, full-time ministers have.  It is a voice given to all of its members by the 

Spirit.  The voice given to the church is not a voice heard only in the church building during worship services.  Indeed, one of the features of the 

Pentecost story in Acts is that the church receives its voice in a public place, a place where the whole city of Jerusalem could see and hear what was 

happening.                                                

  The voice given to the church is heard in many different ways and in many different places.  It is heard, of course, in worship.  But it is also heard in 

Christian education as we pass on the faith to the next generation, as they hear of the marvels God has done for us.  The voice given to the church in 

the Spirit is also to be heard giving comfort to those who are sick, offering meaning to those who are searching, standing against discrimination and 

injustice, announcing healing in places of racial tension and hostility, praying for those unjustly imprisoned, confronting the exploitation of human beings 

for profit, and offering grace even to those who seek to prevent it. The voice of the Spirit is heard in ecumenism as we try to become one as the Lord 

commanded.                                               

 The miracle of Pentecost is not only something that happened long ago and far way. It happened in Shoreview 50 years ago. It happens today 

among us as often as we gather to offer praise and worship to God for the wonders God has done. The miracle of Pentecost is that we have been 

transformed by the Spirit and enabled to act in a way that all can easily and immediately understand.  We become the language the Spirit speaks. The 

miracle of Pentecost occurs again and again, will occur again and again, throughout the next 50 years of this parish and beyond, as the God of creation 

continually sends out his Spirit. Through those who have received that Spirit–through us–the earth is renewed. The miracle of Pentecost will continue to 

happen until God brings it all to completion in a time of God’s own choosing.  


