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Welcome to St. Joseph of the Lakes

Catholic Church

By Fr. Mark Underdahl

he Parish Council and I are excited to announce

the final decision on the work to unify our
identity. After carefully considering all feedback and
comments on the options presented earlier this year,
we are pleased to announce that the new logo was
very well received; and “Together In Spirit” along
with “St. Joseph of the Lakes Catholic Church” were
favored over the other choices.

One parishioner wrote the following in support of
having ‘of the Lakes’ in our name. “I really like ‘the
Lakes’ part of this choice. This gives a vivid and
positive identity, distinguishing this St. Josephs from
all the others.” We believe that ‘of the Lakes” helps to
uniquely identify and differentiate us from the other St.
Joseph churches in the region, of which there are many.
And the new name, logo, and tagline together give us a
vibrant and exciting identity within the community.

We recently received approval for this decision from
Archbishop John Nienstedt, and we are working to
formalize our new assumed name with the State of

Minnesota. As previously stated, the legal corporate
name will remain the same.

We want to assure you that this change will cost very
little to implement. We are planning a “soft launch,’
which means we will only start using the new name
and logo on letterhead and printed materials as we
have to reprint. Items like the bulletin, which are
printed weekly, cost us nothing to update. Signage
will be added to the funding prioritization through
the Finance Committee. The Communication
Committee will continue meeting through the
summer to move ahead with this process.

We would like to use our annual Parish Festival to, in
part, celebrate our unified identity project. In seeking
the Archbishop’s approval, I also invited him to our
Festival. We are waiting to hear if he will be able to
join us.

Thank you to all who provided feedback on the
various options. Your input was extremely valuable
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Adult Enrichment

Potential RCIA Candidates and Sponsors...

Dragging your Feet?

By Paul Tuveson

his past Holy Saturday, I had yet another

opportunity to watch my candidate take the final
steps to becoming Catholic. As a person who went
through the program a few years back, I had an idea
what he was feeling from the beginning to the end.

Being a sponsor has multiple benefits. One is that I'm
participating in a process where the Church is always
in need of sponsors. Sponsors are always matched
up with candidates as to profile. I, too, have clearly
benefited from the process each time I have gone
through it as a sponsor in regards to the teachings of
the Church. More importantly, I allow God to work
in my life as to my beliefs when I participate. Lastly,
on Holy Saturday, I have awesome feelings of the
Spirit as the night slowly unfolds.

So what does it take to be a sponsor? First, we want
you to be yourself. There is no need to bone up on
Catholic teachings and become an expert. If you
want to do that, you may. I don’t think anyone has
done that yet, however. Be ready to smile, laugh, and
perhaps share when appropriate. Sit back and watch
your candidate go through the process. Sometimes I
get the feeling that the congregation is blowing out

L to R: Steve Robach, Paul Tuveson, Brian Dumke, Nancy Lambert, Hayley Mil
Larry DeSmith, Mike Lewis, Fr. Mark Underdahl

of proportion
what it

takes to be a
Sponsor.

It’s not

hard for the
candidate
either, by the
way. No tests,
no quizzes,
but rather to
absorb the
process as

it unfolds.
Listening and
having an
open mind are
probably the number one and two requirements for
a candidate, in addition to having fun.

Haley Mills’ baptism at Easter Vigil

Both sponsors and candidates going through the
RCIA program will realize that Christianity is full

of mysteries. What to believe and what we should

do as Christians is an ongoing process where, at
Continued on p. 3
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Adult Enrichment/Liturgy

RCIA, continued from p. 2

times, we don’t know the answer. Through listening,
participating, and prayer, your spiritual life unfolds,
and you will learn more about yourself and what
God wants you to believe and do in your life.

Not Catholic and wishing to learn more about the
process? Or perhaps you think you would enjoy
being a sponsor. To learn more, call Steve Robach at
the church office to set up a meeting. Without taking
the first step, perhaps your family will miss out on
something that you all would benefit from.

Hospitality Ministers Gather

By Amy Moore

ver wonder who to go to for a bandaid or

worship aid during Mass? Who to talk to if you
need communion brought to your pew or don’t
know your way to the Great Hall? Who takes care
of the food in the baskets after Mass and puts up
kneelers? That would be one of our hospitality
ministers. Over 30 of our parish hospitality ministers
gathered in mid-April to receive a refresher course
and new information on this important ministry.

Since the earliest days of recorded history, hospitality
has been an honored tradition, and characteristic

of God’s people. To welcome guests as members of
your family is a gift of God’s love outpoured. Even
today, from the “homiest” restaurant to the largest
corporations, guests are received and welcomed. To
do so in our homes seems natural. So much more,
then, in our Church.

Our hospitality ministers greet us as we come
to Mass, serve as ushers during the liturgy, and

Spirit Connection / Summer 2010

distribute bulletins as we leave. There is a lot of
detail in this ministry, and we are fortunate to have
a dedicated group to provide “warmth and service”
from week to week.

Also included in their responsibilities is responding
to medical emergencies. The usher’s room is
equipped with medical supplies and equipment,
including oxygen, wheelchairs, and an automatic
defibrillator. At the training, we talked about how
it would be ideal if medical professionals in the
congregation would make themselves known to the
ushers before Mass begins, in the event that their
assistance would be needed.

There is room for you! If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact the parish
office. Whether you can serve once a month or more
often, you are welcome to be a friendly face to our
parishioners.



Community Life

A Wonderful Tradition:

Parish Festival ~ August 7 and 8, 2010

By Jodi Kinney

nce again, it is time for the “Wonderful

Tradition” of our Parish Festival. Our parish
community is the beneficiary of all the hard work
that is put into the Festival. That hard work starts
with the Festival Chair, John
Carney, and his team, the
Festival Committee, and many
others who come together to
make this tradition a festive and
fun event.

Every year, the Festival
Committee reviews what
worked and did not work from
the previous year, so there will
be some exciting changes to the
Festival this year. The committee
has been busy brainstorming
new ideas; however, there are some things you just
cannot change. Once again the Festival will kick off
with the Outdoor Mass on Saturday night along with
the Pig Roast, and the fabulous Chicken Dinner on
Sunday.

The Saturday night dance was a big success last

year with the Metro Jam Band, so we asked them to
return again this year to entertain us under the big
tent. For those who did not see Metro Jam Band last
year, you missed some high energy, top-notch music.
Don’t miss them this year. I hear they are going to
expand the dance floor, so we can all get our groove
on. There will also be some new additions to the Pig
Roast such as dinner roll, baked beans, and coleslaw.

One addition that we are looking into is a “Fireworks
Show” on Saturday night. This is a work in progress,
and we are working with the Fire Marshal to see if
we have the room to accommodate this. Also, we

are looking for someone to sponsor the “Fireworks
Show” to help offset the cost. ANYBODY? Why not
end the night with a BIG BANG! The person who
gives the largest donation or sponsorship will get to
light the first set of fireworks!

4

On Sunday, we will be entertained under the Big Tent
by Alpenstern with their wonderful German music
and dance. An in-house band from the parish will
kick off the day for us. And don’t forget the Grand
Raffle! The Grand Prize for the raffle is a Yamaha
Grizzly 450 ATV.

One of the festival moments
that my family enjoys most is
the Saturday Outdoor Mass. I
have been a part of this Mass

for several years as the Lector.
We enjoy sitting in lawn chairs
and mingling with people after
Mass. There is just something
cool about sitting around having
a beverage of choice with your
parish family! We also love the
music and dancing. It seems like
we are always rushing out after
Mass, and this evening allows us to connect with
those who we do not see often.

I encourage all parishioners and their families to get

involved with the Festival by:

¢ Selling Grand Raffle tickets

¢ Donating a basket or other item to the Silent
Auction

* Donating items for the Confetti Bowl, Bottle Grab,
52 Club, or other games

¢ Signing up to work a shift in the dining room,
kitchen, game booths, or other areas

* Baking a cake for the Cake Walk or a pie for the
Chicken Dinner

¢ Enjoying two days of Festival Fun!

If you have ideas on how to improve the Festival or
want to get involved with Festival planning, contact
John Carney at (651) 481-8497.

The Festival Committee encourages all parish
families and the entire community to join us at
the Parish Festival. We believe there is something
for everyone who participates in this wonderful
tradition!
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