Our
Mission

To provide a
welcoming,
inclusive
and loving
community
by
proclaiming
and living
God’s word
through
worship,
education
and social
justice

Dear STM Parishioners:

Itis with great excitement that | share with you the initial draft of the Pastoral Plan for our STM
parish family. This draft was created through the discernment of the input received from the
parish survey taken in April 2010, town hall meetings, ministry team discussions and individual
comments from thoughtful and interested parishioners. Thanks to the many hundreds of you
who gave us your input and thanks for your patience as the Pastoral Council pieced together a
great deal of input to come to the conclusions outlined in this plan.

We now seek your input. This plan is simply a place to start. It helps define a path in moving
forward. It will clearly take each of you, through the many ways you have been gifted, to make
this plan a guiding force for our STM parish family. | challenge each of you in reading this plan to
find a place where God is calling you to action. As our parish family begins to embrace the objec-
tives outlined in this document, we should be open to change, to modification and evolution
of the objectives. Parish organizations, working with our talented parish staff, will be utilized to
create specific action steps for each of these objectives and the Pastoral Council will oversee this
process and report back to the parish on an annual basis on how the parish is doing in meeting
our shared goals and objectives.

In 2014 we will celebrate the golden jubilee of our parish. It is appropriate that as part of this
plan we celebrate and honor our history and plan together for our future.

Please give us feedback to this document by going to the STM web site or by completing the
attached form and returning it to the parish office or in the collection basket next week. After
we have received your input | will hold another town hall meeting with the Pastoral Council. The
Pastoral Council will then review and discern all this input and then finalize the STM Pastoral
Plan.

This plan is trying to define what stewardship means to us at STM. Stewardship is simply best
understood as having God’s blessings flow through us. “Each one should use whatever gift we
have received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its varied forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

It is a great blessing to be your pastor. Your leadership and dedication to our parish mission
statement is inspiring. | look forward to working with you in the upcoming years as we imple-
ment our parish goals and objectives in a welcoming, inclusive and loving way.

Rev. Don Farnan

Pastor
Saint Thomas
More Parish
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