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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 29,2012

Last weekend, the gospels challenged
us to repent and believe. While not
necessarily opposing,
the two actions are
usually not lumped
together. When we
think of repenting, we
look backward, reliv-
ing previous history.
We acknowledge mis-
takes made and seek
to make amends. Re-
pentance is a process.

After the indiscretions of Tiger
Woods came to light, a very good arti-
cle appeared in the New York Times
about the public penances of celebrities.
Whether politicians, movie stars or ath-
letes when they apologize they have to
mean it. True repentance means more
than simply saying you’re sorry.

The second point is belief. While
repentance looks backward, belief
looks forward to what is unseen. Belief
requires trust.

In last Sunday’s readings the citizens
of Nineveh heard the challenging mes-
sage of Jonah which they could have
ignored as the ranting of a mad man,

Fr. Thomas Saucier, O.P.

Real Discipleship

and yet they believed and trusted, and
the Lord relented.

Repenting and believing are prerequi-
sites of discipleship. Before we can
join with Jesus in the construction of
the Kingdom of God we must repent
and believe. Why?

Last week, in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., I reread portions of his
powerful statement, “Letters from a
Birmingham Jail.” In the letter he
states, “In any nonviolent campaign
there are four basic steps: collection of
the facts to determine whether injus-
tices exist; negotiation; self-
purification; and direct action.”

It is the third step I found noteworthy.
You wouldn’t think the Kingdom of
God would be threatening to anyone.
All Jesus did in his life was heal peo-
ple, teach love and forgiveness and ac-
ceptance. And yet the powers that be
were threatened by his words and ac-
tions and they killed him.

As Christians we are engaged in a
non-violent campaign to bring the
Kingdom of God into existence, and we
are naive to think that this will not meet
with resistance. Self-purification re-

quires each of us to look within our-
selves and determine where we need to
repent. It is a deeply personal moment
with God. Belief arises in the knowl-
edge that we will be forgiven if we are
truly contrite. But true repentance re-
quires more than an apology. We have
to mean it, and we have to change. To
embrace Christ and yet continue our
lives as if nothing has happened indi-
cates that the choice was hardly deep or
profound.

Real and true discipleship requires
repentance and belief. That is the cost
of discipleship. The reality is that in
true repentance we enter even more
deeply into the relationship and with
our God.
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placed with Gather Third Edition.

The new Gather hymnals will feature favorite traditional
hymns as well as hymns of newer composers. They have 12
new (or revised with new text) full settings of the Mass allow-
ing us to move on from the ICEL chant we have been using
since Advent. They have readings for each Sunday in the
back and the new spoken text in the front for easy access.

If you would like to support the cost of the new hymnals,
you will find dedication envelopes in the vestibule. Each
hymnal dedication is $20. The dedications will be perma-
nently fixed to the inside front flap of the hymnal and can sim-
ply be a gift or in memory of a loved one or event.

New Hymnals for Sacred Heart

You will soon find a new hymnal in the pew!
Our faithful Ritual Song hymnals have served well for many years, but with
the third revision of the Roman Missal, they are now outdated and will be re-




Kelley Burns, 449-5424,

Jan. 29: Life Night Picture Perfect
Feb. 5: Superbowl Party after Mass; bring food to share
Feb. 12: Life Night with Confirmation “Alpha Omega”

The Midst (Bible Study) and Study Hall are beginning
again! Join us for The Midst Thursdays at 7 p.m. and for
Study Hall Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Both are in the
Youth Room at Sacred Heart.

Luke 18 Retreat Feb. 24-26 — a great retreat for eighth
graders put on by high school students. To be on the high
school team for Luke 18, fill out a registration form (on the
bulletin board by the Youth Room). Planning meetings will
be Fridays at 6:30 p.m. starting Jan. 27 at Newman.

Dreaming of warm weather and summer fun? Get a head
start on summer plans and register for the Steubenville Youth
Conference! This dynamic weekend is for Catholic teens
from all over the country and includes incoming freshmen-
graduated seniors in high school. The conference is in
Springfield, MO and costs $240 to attend (this includes regis-
tration cost, transportation, t-shirt, and most of the meals). A
$50 non-refundable deposit is due by Feb. 6.
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Tri-Parish Marriage Preparation begins Tuesday, Feb. 21,
7 p.m. in the Activity Building. Sessions are open to couples
preparing for Catholic marriage, and anyone from the re-
gional area is welcome to attend with the permission of their
pastor. The class is comprised of six 90-minute sessions on
consecutive Tuesday evenings. If you know someone con-
sidering marriage in the next year, share this info with them.

Adult Confirmation will occur May 1. Anyone college age
or above seeking confirmation and not participating in the
RCIA program should contact me, or Deacon Bill,
wcaubet@sacredheart-church.org before March 1.

The Faith Formation Commission meets Monday, Feb.20,
at 7 p.m. in the Gathering Space.

The next Spanish Infant baptism preparation is in the par-
ish Library at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 21. Preparation in English is by
appointment; contact me, ext 1003.

El proximo bebé de Lengua Espaiiola preparacion bautis-
mo se halla en la Biblioteca de la parroquia a las 6:30 pm el
21 de febrero.



