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HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
Sir 3:2–7, 12–14 or 1 Sm 1:20–22, 24–28; 

Col 3:12–21 or 3:12–17 or 1 Jn 3:1–2, 21–24; 
Lk 2:41–52 

And Jesus advanced (in) wisdom and age and favor
before God and man (Luke 2:52). 

So did his mother. Any parent who lets the realization
sink in that this mother didn’t know where her child was for
three days can feel the desperate, frantic emotions that
washed over Mary. Luke ends the story by saying Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years. Mary aged several
years, too, in the three days it took to find her son. 

Thinking they had lost Jesus scared Mary and Joseph
to death. They were sure Jesus was with those traveling
with them. In first-century Palestine, extended families
intertwined. As they traveled together, families lived their
lives together—enough for Mary and Joseph to know her
relatives would be watching Jesus. They had come to
Jerusalem together for the holiday, and they were going
home together. Jesus knew the system and was supposed
to be with the relatives. But he wasn’t with them. No one
had seen him. 

Could Mary and Joseph feel anything but tremendous
relief when they found Jesus? Yet discovering Jesus again
pushes them further. They ask, where were you?! Every
parent hears the combination of pain and relief, agitation
and excitement in Mary’s voice as she asks her son this
question. Jesus’ answer is startling. It overturns our emo-
tions and our world. Didn’t you know? I had to be in this
place, my Father’s place. 

The point to this story isn’t where Jesus was, but who
Jesus is. Luke invites us to follow Jesus’ parents, to look
for him after this early Passover feast, because we will
have an even further surprise as we look for him later. An
even deeper experience of Jesus is ahead—three days
after his last Passover. 
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Jesus said to them, 

"Why were you 

looking for me? Did 

you not know that I 

must be in my Father's 

house?" But they did 

not understand what 

he said to them.  

                  - Lk 2:49-50 
 

It is easy to think of the Holy Family as perfect; but the truth 
is they had their problems too.  Jesus went off on his own 
without a word to his parents and gave them quite scare.  It 
gives us an indication that life was not always peaceful and 
perfect for them.  So it is with us.  Families can be difficult.  
Children can be unruly.  Parents can be too hard or too soft 
on their children.  It is important to remember that family 
relationships are vital, and we want and need to know that 
our family is there for us.  Always ready to cheer us on in 
the good times and lend a helping hand when things go 
wrong.  It is important to try to make our homes a place of 
love, acceptance, support and encouragement for each 
person in the family. 
 

Happy are you who fear the Lord, 

who walk in His ways! 
- PSALM 128:1 

 

 

PRAYER LINE:  Ray & Carmen Marino @ 295-9064 
(dayline) or Frano Hurlbutt @ 295-9304 (nightline).  You 
may also send your prayer requests to 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com or call the office @ 295-0001. 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Week ending January 2

nd
:
 

                  Monday    9:00 to 1:00 

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  CLOSED  
 

Deadline for 01/10/10 bulletin:  12/31 @ 9AM 
 

Contact Jane at 295-0001 or stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com 
 

 

Sponsor Certificates:  In order to provide you with a 
sponsor certificate for Baptism or Confirmation, you 
must be an active parishioner and registered with St. 
John Fisher for a minimum of six months. 
 

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI,  
has declared a “Year for Priests”. 

 “At this Christmas season,  
in the Year for Priests,  
please grant, O Lord, 

that your priests may be heralds  
                      of your love for all people.  Amen” 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Saturday, December 26
th

  

5:00 PM  Eileen Couture, requested by the Richard 
Couture family. 

Sunday, December 27
th 

 8:30 AM Art Parker, 1st Anniversary, requested by his 
wife, Terry, and family. 

 10:30 AM Robert Moore, father of Dan Moore, requested 
by Tim & Rosemary Moynihan. 

Friday, January 1
st
 - Holy Day of Obligation 

 8:30 AM Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the  
  Mother of God. 
 7:00 PM Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the  
  Mother of God. 
Saturday, January 2

nd
 Vigil Mass 

5:00 PM  Parish Intentions. 
Sunday, January 3

rd 

 8:30 AM Anna Castellani, mother of Jim Castellani,  
  requested by Gale & David Busemeyer. 
 10:30 AM Sherry Kingsley, 1

st
 Anniversary, requested 

  by Christina and Bert Kingsley. 
 

If a member of the family for whom the Mass is being 

celebrated would like to bring up the gifts, please notify 

Father Audet or Deacon John before Mass. 
 

 
 

Friday, January 1, 2010, is the Feast of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, The Mother of God.  This is a Holy Day of 

Obligation.  Masses on January 1st will be celebrated at 

8:30AM and 7:00PM.  Please note that there will not be 

a vigil Mass. 
 

 
 

“Drawn into Mystery”  
St. John Fisher Women’s Retreat 
Our Lady of Calvary, Farmington,  

     January 29-31, 2010 
 

Women of St. John Fisher…if you 
have never attended a weekend 

retreat, now is the time to consider it.  Speak to any of the 
women you see on the poster in our vestibule and they will 
confirm it is a life-long, cherished experience.   
 

This year’s theme, “Drawn into Mystery” invites us to 
journey into our own hearts and the heart of God, 
encountering the Holy within and around us.   Registration 
forms are located in the vestibule.  Send yours in today with 
your $50 deposit.  Scholarships are available - please do not 
let finances keep you away.  Call Ann Mariano for further 
information 860-295-9067. 
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this Season 
 

              Mend a quarrel, 

     seek out a forgotten friend, 

write a love letter, 

share some treasure, 

give a soft answer, 

encourage youth, 

keep a promise 

find the time,  

forgive an enemy,  

listen, apologize, 

be kind and gentle, 

laugh a little, laugh a little more, 

be grateful, gladden the heart of a child,  

take pleasure in the beauty of the earth, 

speak your love, speak it again, 

speak it still once again! 
 

 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who 
participated in every way with the 
Operation Christmas Child gift boxes.  
Through the overwhelming generosity of 

the parishioners of St. John Fisher Church, 137 gift-
filled shoe boxes were collected.  What a blessing that 
so many children experienced the gift of Christ’s love 
on Christmas! 
 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

NO sandwiches will be collected in 

December for St. Vincent DePaul Place  

since New Year’s Eve falls  

on our commitment day! 

 

THE HOSPITAL DOESN’T TELL US 

YOU’RE THERE! 

Please be sure to contact the parish 
office if you would like Father Audet, 
Deacon John, or a Eucharistic Minister 
to visit a loved one who is hospitalized 

or has become homebound.  We would be happy to 
arrange a visit! 
 

 
 

St. John Fisher Mass Cards 
The 2010 Daily Mass Record is in! 

 

     Please remember to schedule Masses you would like 
intended for deceased loved ones, for specific days and times, 
as soon as possible.  We would like to accommodate special 
requests whenever possible, but are limited by available dates.   
     Mass cards are also available for Masses that are not for 
the deceased – they are for Masses that will be offered for a 
special intention.  Special intentions include, but are not limited 
to, birthdays, wedding anniversaries, dealing with illness, 
requests for healing, or any special needs. 
     Please feel free to e-mail, call, or stop by the Parish Office 
with your request. 
 

 
 

Please join us for 
The CHAPLET of The DIVINE MERCY 

Thursday mornings 
following 8:30AM Mass. 

 
 

 
 

New Year Blessing 
 

Heavenly Father, 
in this time of new beginnings, 

we recall how the heavens celebrated the birth of Christ. 
We think back to the new kingdom He proclaimed, 

and remember the new life we gained in our Baptism. 
In this time of new beginnings, 

and at the beginning of this New Year, 
may we always act as good examples 

of the new life in You that all Christians have, 
and be the same for others. 
Give us the joy that is ours 

as adopted members of God's family. 
Amen. 
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REALTOR®

Units SOLD

ERA American Homes Realty
313 New London Tpke., Glastonbury, CT 06033
Jason Salisbury
REALTOR®/Sales Associate

Off.: (860) 657-8303 x303
Cell: (860) 748-8969
Fax: (860) 657-8102
Jason.Salisbury@ERA.com
www.ERAAmerianHomesRealty.com

Each ERA® Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Marlborough Health Care Center, Inc.
Where the caring continues...

We provide: short-term Rehab

including PT., OT., “Speech Therapies”

Long Term Skilled Care • JCAHO Accreditation

85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447

Tel. 860/295-9531 • Fax 860/295-9923

Marlborough, CT

Brendon C. Montstream
Electrician and Owner

860.467.6466 • 24 Hour Emergency Service
Reasonable Rates • Insured • CT Lic.#192668

Excavating Contractors
Cellar Holes • Septic Systems
Drainage • Sewer Laterals

Snow Plowing
Philip Schadtle • 295-9710

FARLEY - SULLIVAN
FUNERAL HOME

Robert P. Sullivan 
Thomas A. Sullivan
Kevin M. Sullivan

633-2521 • 50 Naubuc Ave., Glastonbury

4
6
2
9

Find out how far
your heart can reach.

Millions of people overseas 
depend on you. Give today.

1-877-help-CRS | www.crs.org

CRS serves the poor in over 
100 countries around the world.

adams
mill

th
e

MANCHESTER    
165 Adams Street

Wedding Receptions • Anniversaries
646-4039 • www.theadamsmill.com

restaurant
& banquet facility

DINE IN OUR

130 YEAR OLD

PAPERMILL

450 New London Turnpike

(860) 633-3539

1
7
9
6

Glastonbury 

Funeral Home

1/2 OFF 2nd ENTRÉE
Monday & Tuesday Nights

295.0006 www.eatatsadlers.com

James A. Ouellette, M.D., Mark D. Tuttle, M.D.
Christopher W. Bently, D.O., Susan S. Buchek, M.D.

D. Thomas Harris, M.D., Christine Macht, P.A.

MARLBOROUGH FAMILY
PRACTICE CENTER

14 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447

Tel: 295-8217 • Office Hrs. by Appointment
295-8229 4 Corners, Marlborough

NOW OPEN 11:30 FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH

FOR AD INFO. CALL 1-800-888-4574 © LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC. JOHN FISHER, MARLBOROUGH, CT   03-0362   R

• Complete Medical & Surgical Care
• Boarding: Dogs, Cats,

Birds and Exotics
• Evening Appts. Available
• www.marlboroughvet.com
21 South Main St. Marlborough, CT

(860) 295-1595 • Sean Pampreen, D.V.M.

Marlborough Bird & Animal Hospital

DECEMBER 3, 2009   10:14 AM

HARRINGTON COURT
NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER
“Special Care for Special People”

Caring and listening for your needs is what we’re all about.
Rehabilitation, skilled and hospice services are available as needed. You

and your physician are welcome to make a confidential inquiry at any time.
Call Our Admissions Director at

860-537-2339
59 Harrington Court • Colchester, CT 06415

Genesis ElderCare® Network Elder Care for a Full Life

TED’S IGA
FOOD CENTER

Rte. 66 Hebron, CT
$5. OFF 

$50 PURCHASE OR MORE
Excludes Cigarettes (Limit 1)

Not to be combined with any other offers  PLU#809

Serving the Marlborough Community Since 1938

Spencer Funeral Home
112 Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424              267-2226

Pre-Need Consultation Available Family Owned

Burial and Cremation Services Thomas J. Portelance, Jr., Director

Marlborough Family Dental, P.C.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

KULLEN GALLAGHER, DMD
14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15

Marlborough, CT 06447

Office (860) 295-8132 Fax (860) 295-8116

A. DOUGLAS THIBODEAU LLC

RADON TESTING
& MITIGATION

Air & Water       Fully Licensed & Insured

860-978-1513
21 Portland Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447

email: dougt21@comcast.net • http://www.radonabate.com/

Breakfast AT IT’S BEST!

the Gathering
Fabulous Pancakes
Gourmet Omelettes

45 Hebron Rd. (Rt. 66), Marlboro
295-0885

PETERSON OIL COMPANY

Heating and Air Conditioning

CALL 342-3560

24 HOUR TOWING
& FLATBED SERVICE
Rt. 66 E. Hampton, CT

(860) 267-8393

Fax: (860) 267-4951

Mon.-Thurs 8 - 6 • Fri. 8 - 4:45

GENERAL REPAIRS-FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

Joe Scutnik, Owner-Broker

295-0112 / 295-6455 Fax
P.O. Box 504, Marlborough, CT

“Gateway to Marlborough Country”

Joe.Scutnik@sbcglobal.net  www.gatewayhfd.com


