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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Is 42:1–4, 6–7; Acts 10:34–38; Lk 3:15–16, 21–22

When Jesus goes down into the Jordan’s water, he

immerses himself in the world of John the Baptist. He

walks out into the river and stands next to a stark, strange

figure. Jesus is now in a wilderness that needs a new path

cut through it. John’s hands grasp and submerge Jesus.

He comes up—soaked to the bone—in John’s arms,

squinting into the sun, lifted into a striking new vision.

Jesus stands in mud and water. The heavens shift and

open. And God is pleased. What is unfolding here? Long

prophetic hopes have reached out for, yearned for, this

event. Here is the One sent by God. 

The world is messed up. God promises help. 

God sends the prophet John, who preaches. The main

act is starting. What will God’s work look like? John sets

the stage in a desert. Is that a clever metaphor, a good

visual aid? John really lives there—in the desert. He eats

locusts. (Sound appetizing? Does honey help? Anyone

tempted to join him?) 

Today’s reading brings a familiar biblical image to our

attention. Is it so familiar that our imaginations lose the

earthly struggles that engulf these people and their hope

for earthly Presence? A spectrum of strong emotions and

expectations attach to Isaiah’s prophesy. Life and death

are at stake in John’s baptism. 

John the Baptist preaches power. A New Baptizer will

use fire. It is comforting to know God is coming. But do we

want to see the Spirit who comes with fire? Fire can warm

us gently. Fire can destroy swiftly. What’s at stake when

we say yes to baptism in Jesus Christ? 

In that water, we unite ourselves to Christ’s death and

resurrection. Here are the waters where Christ’s baptism

lives—and lifts us too. 

Dan Finucane
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ST. JOHN FISHER MARLBOROUGH 
 

After all the people 

had been baptized and 

Jesus also had been 

baptized and was 

praying, heaven was 

opened and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon 

Him in bodily form 

like a dove.                                                    - Lk 3:21-22a 
 

In Acts, we are told that “God shows no partiality.  Rather 
the man of any nation who fears God and acts uprightly is 
acceptable to Him.”  God’s love is always with us.  God’s 
mercy is always there for those who will accept it.  We call 
ourselves Christians and yet there are those who do not share 
our beliefs, but act more “uprightly” than we do.  It is 
important to pay attention to our own words and deeds rather 
than judging what others say and do. 
 

He went about doing good works. 
- ACTS 10:38 

 
 

PRAYER LINE:  Jane LaChapelle @ 295-0001 
(dayline) or Tom Reiser @ 295-8374 (nightline).  You 
may also send your prayer requests to 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com or call the office @ 295-
0001. 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Week ending January 16

th
:
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:  9:00 to 1:00 

Friday:  9:00 to 12:00      Wednesday:  CLOSED 
 

Deadline for 01/24/10 bulletin:  01/14 @ 9AM 
 

Contact Jane at 295-0001 or stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com 
 

 

Sponsor Certificates:  In order to provide you with a 

sponsor certificate for Baptism or Confirmation, you 

must be an active parishioner and registered with St. 

John Fisher for a minimum of six months. 
 
 

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has 
declared a “Year for Priests”, which began 
with the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus on Friday, June 19, 2009, and will 
end June 19, 2010.  The Knights of 
Columbus have furnished our parish with 

beautiful prayers cards to be used during the Year for 

Priests.   
“Let us pray together that all our priests  

who have dedicated their lives to Christ will be  

strengthened and renewed in their vocations.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 9
th

 Vigil Mass 

 5:00 PM Jeffrey Faber, requested by Deacon John 
  and Patty McKaig. 
Sunday, January 10

th 

 8:30 AM Parish Intentions. 
 8:30 AM Grace and Francesca O’Toole, requested by  
  the O’Toole family. 
Saturday, January 16

th
 Vigil Mass 

5:00 PM  Joseph Olivier, requested by Paulette 
  Montemerlo and Terry Adams. 
Sunday, January 17

th
 
 

 8:30 AM Donald Rouillard, 2nd anniversary,  
  requested by his wife, Claire, and family. 
 10:30 AM Parish Intentions. 
 

If a member of the family for whom the Mass is being 

celebrated would like to bring up the gifts, please notify 

Father Audet or Deacon John before Mass. 
 

 
Joseph Olivier, uncle of Paulette Montemerlo, 

who died on January 1, 2010. 
 

 

 
 
 

 Weekly offertory goal  $   3,650.00 
Offertory received 12/27      3,058.00 

 

             Year to date goal $189,800.00 
      Year to date offertory   169,960.00 
       Year to date shortfall $  19,840.00 
 

          Christmas Offering $    8,012.00  
 

   01/01/2010  Feast on the Blessed Virgin Mary $ 677.00 
 

Weekly offertory goal   $   3,650.00 
 Offertory received 01/03      3,280.00 
 

 

 
We welcome into our  

St. John Fisher Parish Family 
Eva Marie Keleher 

Daughter of Dina & Edward Keleher 
Baptized on January 3, 2010 

 

 

 



BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 10, 2010 
 

MEN’S GROUP MEETING 

Saturday, January 16
th

 

7:00 to 9:00 AM 
 

All the men of the parish are 
invited to attend this meeting 

which begins in the Chapel at 7:00AM.  Following 
prayer and discussion, there will be breakfast in the St. 
Thomas More Hall.  Please join us! 
 
 

      On January 17th, the 
10:30 Mass will be 
celebrated with the active 
participation of the children 
in our 1st grade CCD 
program.  The children will 
be fulfilling the Ministries of 
greeters, lectors, ushers, and 
music.  In addition, the 

sermon will be directed toward the students. 
 Following Mass, all parishioners of the parish 
are invited to attend a gathering in the St. Thomas More 
Hall to meet with these special children.  Coffee and 
treats will be served. 
 
 

It’s tax time! 
According to tax laws, parishioners are not able to 

deduct contributions to the parish unless they maintain a 
bank record or obtain a written contribution statement from 
the parish.  If you wish to ensure deductibility of your 
contributions to the parish, please use a check or your parish 
envelopes.  The parish will track contributions made using 
parish envelopes, and will, upon request, produce a written 
statement of contributions made.  Canceled checks and other 
bank records are also sufficient documentation for the IRS.  
The parish is unable to track cash contributions not placed in 
parish envelopes.  If you would like to receive weekly 
contribution envelopes, please notify the church office. 

Please feel free to e-mail, call, or stop by the Parish 
Office with your request for your 2009 contribution 
statement. 
 
 

PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
There will be a meeting of the Parish Advisory Council on Tuesday, 
January 12th at 7.00 PM in the church.  All committees are asked to 
send a representative to the meeting.  Parishioners may attend 
Parish Council meetings if they have any issues they wish the Council 
to consider.  Minutes from the last meeting have been e-mailed to 
members. 
 

       We like to express a 
heartfelt “THANK YOU” to 
everyone who helped, donated, 
and most importantly, supported 
“Welcome to Our World”, the first 
annual St. John Fisher Church 
Christmas Pageant.  It would not 
have been possible without all 

the prayers and support from everyone. 
We look forward to doing it all again next Advent! 

   Kathleen Filosa & Kelly Henderschedt 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the games, toys, movies and gift 

certificates that you donated to The Children’s Home.  We 

certainly appreciate your generosity.  May you be blessed 

with as much joy as you have helped to give our children.  

Our youngsters have been blessed this year with donated 

tickets to local theaters, sporting events, bowling, and laser 

tag.  They are also giving back.  For the fourth year in a 

row, our kids are collecting gifts for a local Head Start 

Program.  It’s amazing to see how happy the children are 

helping others.  It is a truly good lesson. 

Your continued support of The Children’s Home is a 

blessing to all the families we serve.  Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year to you and yours. 

  Garrell Mullaney Sharon Graves 

  CEO   Events Coordinator 

 
 

St John Fisher Youth Group 
4th Annual Rock-a-Thon 

begins Saturday,  
January 16th @ 6:00PM 

thru Sunday morning 
This year, the Rock-a-Thon fund raiser is being held to assist 
the family of Mariah Lipscomb.  Mariah is a senior at 
RHAM high school who was diagnosed with cancer this fall. 
All funds raised will be given to Mariah’s family to assist 
them during this difficult time.  Please consider sponsoring 
one of the “rockers” for this very special cause.  The Youth 
Group will also be holding a bake sale during this time.   

Be sure to stop by to support the Youth Group! 
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ERA American Homes Realty
313 New London Tpke., Glastonbury, CT 06033
Jason Salisbury
REALTOR®/Sales Associate
Off.: (860) 657-8303 x303
Cell: (860) 748-8969
Fax: (860) 657-8102
Jason.Salisbury@ERA.com
www.ERAAmerianHomesRealty.com

Each ERA® Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Marlborough Health Care Center, Inc.
Where the caring continues...

We provide: short-term Rehab
including PT., OT., “Speech Therapies”

Long Term Skilled Care • JCAHO Accreditation
85 Stage Harbor Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447

Tel. 860/295-9531 • Fax 860/295-9923

Marlborough, CT

Brendon C. Montstream
Electrician and Owner

860.467.6466 • 24 Hour Emergency Service
Reasonable Rates • Insured • CT Lic.#192668

Excavating Contractors
Cellar Holes • Septic Systems

Drainage • Sewer Laterals
Snow Plowing

Philip Schadtle • 860-295-9710

FARLEY - SULLIVAN
FUNERAL HOME

Robert P. Sullivan 

Thomas A. Sullivan

Kevin M. Sullivan

860-633-2521 • 50 Naubuc Ave., Glastonbury
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Find out how far
your heart can reach.

Millions of people overseas 
depend on you. Give today.

1-877-help-CRS | www.crs.org

CRS serves the poor in over 
100 countries around the world.

adams
mill
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e

MANCHESTER    
165 Adams Street

Wedding Receptions • Anniversaries
860-646-4039 • www.theadamsmill.com

restaurant
& banquet facility

DINE IN OUR
130 YEAR OLD

PAPERMILL

450 New London Turnpike

(860) 633-3539
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Glastonbury 
Funeral Home

1/2 OFF 2nd ENTRÉE
Monday & Tuesday Nights

860-295.0006 • www.eatatsadlers.com

James A. Ouellette, M.D., Mark D. Tuttle, M.D.
Christopher W. Bently, D.O., Susan S. Buchek, M.D.

D. Thomas Harris, M.D., Christine Macht, P.A.

MARLBOROUGH FAMILY
PRACTICE CENTER

14 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447
Tel: 860-295-8217 • Office Hrs. by Appointment

860-295-8229 4 Corners, Marlborough
NOW OPEN 11:30 FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH

FOR AD INFO. CALL 1-800-888-4574 © LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC. JOHN FISHER, MARLBOROUGH, CT   03-0362   R

• Complete Medical & Surgical Care
• Boarding: Dogs, Cats,

Birds and Exotics
• Evening Appts. Available
• www.marlboroughvet.com
21 South Main St. Marlborough, CT

(860) 295-1595 • Sean Pampreen, D.V.M.

Marlborough Bird & Animal Hospital

DECEMBER 28, 2009   1:20 PM

HARRINGTON COURT
NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

“Special Care for Special People”
Caring and listening for your needs is what we’re all about.

Rehabilitation, skilled and hospice services are available as needed. You
and your physician are welcome to make a confidential inquiry at any time.

Call Our Admissions Director at
860-537-2339

59 Harrington Court • Colchester, CT 06415
Genesis ElderCare® Network Elder Care for a Full Life

TED’S IGA
FOOD CENTER

Rte. 66 Hebron, CT
$5. OFF 

$50 PURCHASE OR MORE
Excludes Cigarettes (Limit 1)

Not to be combined with any other offers  PLU#809

Serving the Marlborough Community Since 1938

Spencer Funeral Home
112 Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424              860-267-2226

Pre-Need Consultation Available Family Owned
Burial and Cremation Services Thomas J. Portelance, Jr., Director

Marlborough Family Dental, P.C.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

KULLEN GALLAGHER, DMD
14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15

Marlborough, CT 06447
Office (860) 295-8132 Fax (860) 295-8116

A. DOUGLAS THIBODEAU LLC

RADON TESTING
& MITIGATION

Air & Water       Fully Licensed & Insured
860-978-1513

21 Portland Rd., Marlborough, CT 06447
email: dougt21@comcast.net • http://www.radonabate.com/

Breakfast AT IT’S BEST!

the Gathering
Fabulous Pancakes
Gourmet Omelettes

45 Hebron Rd. (Rt. 66), Marlboro
860-295-0885

PETERSON OIL COMPANY

Heating and Air Conditioning

CALL 860-342-3560

24 HOUR TOWING

& FLATBED SERVICE

Rt. 66 E. Hampton, CT
(860) 267-8393

Fax: (860) 267-4951
Mon.-Thurs 8 - 6 • Fri. 8 - 4:45

GENERAL REPAIRS-FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

Joe Scutnik, Owner-Broker
860-295-0112 / 860-295-6455 Fax

P.O. Box 504, Marlborough, CT
“Gateway to Marlborough Country”

Joe.Scutnik@sbcglobal.net  www.gatewayhfd.com


