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Free Movie Is February 18 

Reel Jews III Will Feature Joseph And His Coat 

If you ever doubted that a bible story could be made into a toe-tapping, 

catchy-tune feature film, you’ve got to see Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat.  This humorous musical re-telling of the story of 

Joseph and his coat of many colors is featured this month in Temple’s Reel 

Jews III film series.  The screening—which stars Donny Osmond as 

Joseph—is FREE and open to the community and begins at 7:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, February 18 in the library.  Bring your favorite movie snacks 

and munch while you watch!   

On Saturday, March 10 we’ll wrap up this year’s Reel Jews series—which 

features Hollywood’s take on some great stories from the bible—with a 

screening of The Prince Of Egypt.   

Second Annual Jewish Cultural Festival Will Feature 

Food, Music, Dance, Education And Fun For All Ages 

Music, dancing, fabulous food, great 

entertainment and lots of learning will again 

fill Temple’s grounds at the second annual 

Jewish Cultural Festival, set 

for Sunday, June 10, 2012. 

Carol Finley, last year's co-chair, 

inherits the reins from Bart 

Weprin and will be ably assisted 

by a cadre of committee chairs 

and volunteers.  The goal is to 

build on the foundation that 

Bart, Carol and their team laid 

last year and make this year's 

event bigger, better and even 

more exciting.   

Again this year, the festival will offer 

activities for adults and children, singles and 

families, Jews and non-Jews, young and old. 

Bring your friends, your relatives, your 

neighbors and yourself for a fantastic 

afternoon in and around Temple.  The 

fabulous Cincinnati Klezmer Project will 

again headline musical entertainment on our 

main stage.  Brisket sandwiches, falafel, 

kosher hot dogs and other Jewish favorites 

will again make mouths water.  A variety of 

kids' activities and games will entertain young 

folks.  And our rabbis will lead a series of 

presentations exploring and explaining the 

Jewish lifecycle.   

New activities will focus on Israel, bringing 

the culture and life of the Jewish homeland 

to Dayton for an afternoon.  The possibilities 

include an extensive show and sale of 

artwork by Israeli artists, as well as an 

exhibit about Theodore Herzl and the 

founding of Israel provided by ARZA, the 

Association of Reform Zionists 

of America. Speakers and 

presentations will tell about life 

in modern Israel. 

It's not too early to get involved 

in the festival fun.  We're looking 

for volunteers to help get the 

word out, to help with planning, 

to bake breads and cookies, to 

greet, serve as tour guides, assist 

with kids activities and food service.  Just e-

mail jcf@tidayton.org — we’d be happy to 

have your help on the day of the festival or 

in advance.   

 Jewish Cultural Festival 

2012 Committee Chairs 

Entertainment Stacy Emoff 

Educational Programs Bill Gronefeld 

Food Michael Africk 

 Debbie DiSalvo 

Beer and Wine Jon & Heidi Freeman 

Children’s Programs Bonni Buchanan 

 Sara Faust 

Sponsorships Casey Weinstein 

Artists/Vendors Shirlee Gilbert 

Raffle Marcia Cox 

Publicity Walter Ohlmann 

Security Doug Henning 

Logistics Rick Goldberg 
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I am writing this right after New Year’s Day, so let me begin by wishing you  a 

very happy 2012.  Unfortunately, what I want to write about isn’t all that happy.  

I’ll start by describing a particularly disturbing incident that occurred just outside 

of Jerusalem in Bet Shemesh, a city that includes a large minority of Ultra-

Orthodox Jews called Haredim.  There, a young Modern Orthodox girl—only 

seven or eight years old—was repeatedly harassed by Haredi men as she walked 

to her Orthodox school each morning.  They called her all sorts of terrible 

names (including the Hebrew word for prostitute) and even spat upon her 

because they did not believe she was dressed modestly enough.  In truth (I saw a 

picture of her), she was dressed in the most modest fashion with long sleeves 

and long skirt.  But these men, who are considered extreme even in the Haredi 

world, felt entitled to make her dress to their standards of modesty.  This little 

girl was seriously shaken by the incident and had to be escorted to school.   

There is much more to this story that I won’t go into here, but I reference it to 

make a point.  I know that stories like this—whether they are about Haredim, 

settlers, Palestinians, or some other disquieting aspect of Israeli society—can 

make those of us on the liberal side of the Jewish spectrum so uncomfortable 

that we just want to dissociate ourselves from the whole thing.  But we must 

not.  We must not.   

I say this because of my love for Israel and my belief that Israel only has a bright 

future if its Jewish democratic character flourishes.  The people I described above 

are fanatics who care not a whit about Israel’s democratic character.  Fanatics 

are absolutely certain of their beliefs and are willing use any and all means to 

accomplish them even if it means spitting on a little girl while calling her 

despicable names.  If those of us with other, more reasonable points of view 

leave the playing field in disgust, only fanaticism will remain and grow ever 

stronger.  We must be as determined regarding our point of view as they are 

regarding theirs and stand up proudly without reservation for a Jewish state that 

values tolerance, diversity and pluralism.  So the question is how? 

The way to do that is to support those Israeli organizations that stand for our 

values.  This is why Temple Israel encourages ARZA (Association of Reform 

Zionists of America) membership.  Belonging to ARZA is the best way to 

support our movement in Israel (the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism – 

IMPJ) which furthers liberal Jewish values in the Jewish 

state.  You can make the IMPJ stronger by first belonging 

and then offering additional support to ARZA.  I am a 

long time member of ARZA’s national board and can say 

with certainty this is a meaningful way to stand up.   

Another way to make a difference is to support the 

IRAC (Israel Religious Action Center) in Jerusalem, 

which is the Israeli Reform movement’s advocacy 

arm.  These are the people who advance our values 

by advocating, particularly through the courts, for 

them.   

Let me close as I began, by wishing everyone a 

very healthy and happy new year in which we all 

stand up for what we believe in. 

For more information about these organizations, 

please visit www.arza.org and/or www.irac.org. 

From the Rabbi 

     A Message From…  Rabbi David M. Sofian 

Temple Israel 

130 Riverside Drive 

Dayton, OH  45405-4968 

phone 937-496-0050 

     fax 888-777-0490 

www.tidayton.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thurs:   8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Fri:  8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 

STAFF 

Rabbi David Sofian 

ext. 230 / david@tidayton.org 

Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz 

Epstein Family Educator 

ext. 226 / karen@tidayton.org 

Alan Halpern 

Executive Director 

Sh’liach Tzibbur 

ext. 224 / alan@tidayton.org 

David Spinrad 

Rabbinic Intern 

dspinrad@tidayton.org 

Ellen Finke-McCarthy 

Facility rental and event planning;  

Tablet; yahrzeits, funerals, burials 

ext. 225 / ellen@tidayton.org 

Suzanne Shaw 

Membership statements;  

payments/invoices, donations 

M—Th  8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

ext. 222 / suzanne@tidayton.org 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 

Mitchell Faust, President 

president@tidayton.org 

937-293-8007 

Lisa Pierce, Vice President 

vicepresident@tidayton.org 

937-643-0221 

Jeff Stoller, Treasurer 

treasurer@tidayton.org 

937-866-9150 

Marcia Cox, Secretary 

secretary@tidayton.org 

937-438-8450 
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Lecture Series Continues On Sundays 

The Dorothee and Louis Ryterband Brunch Series continues with Sunday 

morning presentations following a light breakfast of bagels and coffee, all 

beginning at 10 a.m. and for only $5 per week.  The following area experts 

will be featured in coming weeks:    

 Feb. 5 Dr. Miriamne Krummel, Assoc. Prof. of English, Univ. of Dayton 

   Plagiarizing Chaucer:  The Place of The Prioress' Tale in Four Late  

   Medieval English Manuscripts 

 Feb. 12 Shelley Dickstein, Director of Development, City of Dayton 

   Dayton Development Initiatives  

  Feb. 26 Dr. Simone Sofian, Community Grant Writer, JFGD 

   It’s Food, But Is It Jewish? 

 March 4 Rabbi Robert Barr, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Beth Adam 

   The Jewish Community in 2100     

Coming Events 

Gain Spiritual 

Strength At 

Healing Service  

Rabbi Bodney-Halasz will lead a 

healing service for those coping with 

illness (and other traumas such as 

accident or assault), with grief or 

with loss.   The service, at 7:00 p.m. 

on Friday, February 17 in the 

chapel, is designed to provide 

spiritual strength not only from the 

traditional liturgy, but also from quiet 

reflection and meditation, and from 

personal sharing and listening.  

Temple’s regular Shabbat In The 

Round service will follow at 7:30 p.m. 

in the Great Hall, with the 

confirmation class speaking about 

their trip to the Religious Action 

Center for Reform Judaism in 

Washington, DC. 

 

All Scouts Invited 

To Special Shabbat 

Tigers, Cubs, Webelos, Boy Scouts, 

Venturers, Girl Scouts of all levels, 

and adult Scouters of all faiths are 

invited to attend the Annual Scout 

Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, 

February 25 at Beth Abraham 

Synagogue.  The event, hosted by the 

Dayton Jewish Committee on 

Scouting, will be followed by a light 

Kiddush luncheon. 

Scouts are encouraged to wear their 

uniform, and those attending will 

receive a Scout Shabbat patch.  For  

more information or to volunteer to 

participate in the service, contact 

Scott Segalewitz at 885-6868 or 

segalewitz@udayton.edu. 

Want To Learn Mah Jongg? 

If you’ve always wanted to learn how to play Mah Jongg, now’s your chance!   

New Temple member Barbara Goodman is willing to teach the game to 

anyone interested, and is trying to coordinate some lessons 

on Mondays or Thursdays at Temple.  If you want to learn 

this very popular table game, contact Barbara directly by e-

mail at barbgood17@aol.com or by phone at 297-4064.  Or, 

you can leave a message for her with Ellen in Temple’s office 

by calling 496-0050.   

Do You Get TIDBits?   

Temple’s weekly e-mail has all the 

latest information about worship and 

events and offers easy links to RSVP.   

To sign up, click the TIDBits link on 

Temple’s website homepage at 

www.tidayton.org. 

Spice Up Your Shabbat At  

Second Annual Chili Cookoff  

Do you like your chili spicy or mild?  With beans or without?  Loaded with 

veggies or on top of spaghetti?  Whatever your taste, the “No Name” 

Chavurah will make sure you are well fed at their second annual chili 

cookoff.  On Friday, March 9, services begin at 6 p.m. and the chili 

cookoff begins immediately afterwards.   Do you have a favorite recipe?  

Bring a pot of chili (no pork, please!) and you’ll get in FREE—and yours might be 

judged best in the taste-off!  

The cost is $5/adult and $3/child ages 4-12; free for kids 3 and under.  

Attendees are asked to bring a side dish (enough to feed 10 hungry people) 

to share:  last names starting with A – M please bring a dessert; N – Z 

please bring a salad.  For information or to RSVP, call Temple at 496-0050. 

Got Groggers?  Purim Is Coming! 

The fun will be non-stop on Wednesday, March 7 during Temple’s Purim 

celebration, featuring dinner at 6:00 p.m., the Megillah reading at 6:30 p.m., 

and continuing with TIDY’s famously fun carnival.  Dress as Queen Esther, 

Haman or Mordechai—or as a princess or a scarecrow or your favorite 

cartoon character—and you just might take home the prize for best 

costume!  Bring an appetite, because we’ll be serving up a royal feast, 

including Haman’s hot dogs, chips, hamentashen and beverage, for just 

$4/person.  Watch for more details in next month’s Tablet.   


