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We, the people of  St. Sebastian Roman 
Catholic Faith community, generations 

of  families and people of  diverse 
cultures, are called to share our time, 

talent and treasure. 
 

We are committed to grow in holiness 
through the Eucharist and through 

prayer, to witness our faith through life 
long learning and to teach gospel values 
according to the example of  Jesus Christ. 

 
As one body in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to nurturing a spirit of caring 
in our parish and in our neighborhood 

community. We welcome all in Christian 
hospitality and we continue our efforts to 
provide excellence in Catholic education. 
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476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320 
www.stsebastian.org 
 
Rectory ........................................................................................... 836-2233 
For a priest at night and only in the event of urgent sickness or imminent death: ... 836-2233 
School office……………………………………………………….. .836-9107 
Pre-school office……………………………………………………836-3838 
Reverend John A. Valencheck ............................................................ Pastor 
Reverend Matthew E. Pfeiffer .............................................. Parochial Vicar 
Reverend William D. Karg................................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend John T. McDonough ........................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend Thaddeus M. Swirski ............................................... In Residence 
Reverend Mr. Terry Peacock ............................................................Deacon 
Howard J. Scheetz ............................................................... School Principal 
Timothy Kastelic .................................................... Parish Business Manager 
Jennifer Jones ........................................................................ Office Manager 
Jennifer Ciarlariello .................................................... Development Director 
Melane Francis ........................................................................ PSR Principal 
Lynn Frey-Steward, CAGO, MM .......... Director of Music/Choirmaster/Organist 
Cathy Sivec……………………………………………………Youth Minister 
 
Daily after morning Mass followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 
330-825-9330, 330-867-2757, 330-873-1559, 330-864-2687, 330-867-7081 
 
Sunday 9:00am  &  11:00am 
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass) 
M-T-W-Th-F 8:00am 
Thursday 8:15am during school 
 
Grades K to 8 classes are from 9:50 to 10:50am 
 
 
 

330-825-1900, 330-644-4490, 330-434-2221, 330-253-4071 

 
Friday 4:00 to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:30 to 10:00am and by appointment 

 
Tuesdays, 8:30am–8:00pm, Church, closing Eucharistic Prayer 7:00–8:00pm 

 
New parishioners are most welcome and should stop by the rectory office as soon 
as possible. Current parishioners who must leave us should call the rectory with 
your date of departure. We’ll miss you and bid you God’s blessings. 
 

Requests must be submitted by 1:00pm Sunday. Request for full pages must be 
submitted 2 weeks in advance using Microsoft Word or Publisher software. Drop 
off at Rectory, fax to 330-836-2235 or e-mail jonesj@stsebastian.org 
 
Submit to Rectory by 9:00am Thursday. 

Parish address 
 
Telephones 

 
 

Parish Staff 

 
 

Rosary 
 

Prayer Line 
 

Liturgy of Eucharist 
 
 
 
Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 
 
Alternatives to 
Abortion 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
 
Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
 

Registration 
 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
Verbal Announcements 
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Greetings! 
 
One of the greatest things we can learn from our patron, Saint Sebastian, is his fearless sharing of his 
faith. Many people falsely believe that St. Sebastian was martyred by having arrows shot through his 
body. This is not the case. Which makes him one of the very few (actually I cannot think of another) 
martyred saints not pictured with the actual instrument of his death. Sebastian who was left for dead, 
was found by Saint Irene, the widow of Saint Castulus, and nursed back to health. 
 
Having his strength back he did not hesitate but marched back to confront Diocletian who, after he got 
over his initial shock of thinking he was seeing a ghost, had Sebastian bludgeoned to death and his body 
thrown into the gutter. As hard as it is seeing his body riddled with arrows, this version would be an 
even more gruesome picture! 
 
When considering the sharing of one’s sharing the faith, I think many people have an adverse reaction. 
It can feel like you are going out to convert Diocletian and possibly have your body shot through with 
arrows or being beaten to death and thrown to the side of the road. Yet, still we desire that others have 
the joy of the faith and it is part of our baptismal calling to share it. If we are convinced that the faith is 
all that Jesus promises us it is, then we cannot help but share it. “How” is the big question. 
 
Starting tonight (Sunday) Saint Vincent and Saint Sebastian parishes will be having a joint parish mission 
here at our church, on how to share the faith. It can be a difficult and scary thing to share one’s faith but 
can be made so much easier if one has some ideas on how to do it. The mission will run for three 
nights, this Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday at 7PM here in the church. Please come. 
 
IN OTHER NEWS: 
 
Those of you who have been at morning Mass this past week may have noticed a young man in cassock 
and surplus serving Mass. He is our seminarian Jeremy Mertzweiler. He will be returning to the seminary 
this week. Please keep him in your prayers. If you would like to write him a letter of encouragement 
(please do) his seminary address is 28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe, OH  44092. 
 
When I came to Saint Sebastian I added the line, “For the private intentions we bring to this Mass,” to 
the General Intercessions. There is actually a part of the Mass at which private intercessions are to be 
offered. The prayer is called the Collect and is prayed at the beginning and end of the Mass. The priest 
says, “Let us pray.” That is actually a call to private prayer (not simply waiting for the server to bring the 
Sacramentary over.) At this point all those in attendance call to mind the prayers they wish to include at 
the Mass and then they are “collected” in a sense, and offered together to the Father in the prayer that 
follows. The General Intercessions are to be just that: general – the Church, the world, and for more 
“general topics”. So this past week I have asked those who write our petitions (I think they do a nice 
job) to no longer include the line mentioned above and promised them that I would remind you about 
the Collect. 
 
Happy Feast day! Please remember to keep your parish in your prayers! 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Valencheck 

From The Pastor 

NEWS@STSEBASTIAN.ORG 
St. Sebastian Parish is a proud community and Christian family.  The marketing committee would like to share all 

that we can be proud of here at our parish.  To do this we need your help!  We have established a new Email address 

NEWS@STSEBASTIAN.ORG and we are asking that you provide us with the good news and great happenings 

within our Parish.  We would love to see your pictures and hear your stories of the successes of our parishioners, 

students, and Alumni.   -   Thank You! 
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Second Week in Ordinary Time 
 
Monday, January 18, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  Rectory Closed 
  No School 
 8:00am Mass for James Kirkland Fr. Valencheck 
 7:00pm St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Mission Church 
  Reading for the day: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 
 
Tuesday, January 19 
 8:00am Mass for Thomas Ulrich Fr. Valencheck 
 8:30am to 6:30pm Adoration Church 
 4:00pm Mass for the People of St. Sebastian White Pond Villa 
 7:00pm St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Mission Church 
  Reading for the day: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 
 
Wednesday, January 20, Saint Sebastian, martyr; Saint Fabian, pope & martyr 
 8:15am Mass for Laura Desimio Fr. Pfeiffer 
  Reading for the day: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6 
 
Thursday, January 21, Saint Agnes, virgin & martyr 
 8:15am Mass for Daisy McGowan Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12 
 
Friday, January 22, Saint Vincent, deacon & martyr 
 8:00am Mass for Bridget E. Kenney Fr. Valencheck
 4:00 to 5:00pm Confession Church 
  Reading for the day: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19 
 
Saturday, January 23 
 8:00am Mass for Joseph Puppo Fr. Pfeiffer 
 9:30 to 10:00am Confession Church 
 4:30pm Vigil Mass for Julie Edwards Fr. Valencheck 
 4:45 to 5:05pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21 
 
Sunday, January 24, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:00am Mass for Evelyn & Mark Farmer Fr. Pfeiffer 
 11:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Fr. Valencheck 
 11:15 to 11:35am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 
  12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
 

 
Have a Blessed Week! 
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St. Sebastian School Open House 
The Staff at St. Sebastian Preschool and Elementary 
School would like to extend an invitation to our “Annual 
Catholic Schools Week” Open House. Please come to 
meet the Principal, Teaching Staff and tour our facility to 
learn all about why we are the “Best School in Summit 
County”. The Open House is Sunday, January 31 from 
12:00noon to 1:00pm. The theme for Catholic Schools 
week is Dividends for Life. We look forward to seeing 
you. 
 
Pre-Cana 
The Pre-Cana Marriage Preparation Day for engaged 
couples will be Saturday, February 13. Further 
information and registration details may be obtained by 
calling Maggi and Dave Blischak at 330-867-0365 or by 
sending an e-mail to dmbakron@msn.com. 
 
Rosary Aids Spiritual Growth 
Pope Benedict XVI invited the faithful to pray the rosary. 
“I exhort all to intensify the devout practice of praying the 
rosary. . . .” (May 17, 2006). 
“ The rosary brings you peace. With this prayer, you are able to 
obtain from the Lord the great grace of a change of hearts, of the 
conversion of souls, and or the return of all humanity to God along 
the road of repentance, of love, of divine grace and of holiness.”  
(336n. October 7, 1986) 
Please be encouraged to visit the Marian Movement of 
Priest’s web site: www.mmp-usa.net for more 
information. If you would like a copy of the rosary 
cenacle prayers, please call Becky Brady 330-867-9751, 
Joan Brownfield 330-864-1708 or Pam Wilde 330-836-
7163. 
 
Family Perspectives 
Today’s gospel recounts the story of the wedding feast at 
Cana. Christ is present in every marriage covenant, to 
bring hope and to take what is good and make it better. 
This is a fitting time for families to celebrate the marriages 
of their members, to honor their commitment and 
Christ’s presence in their lives. 
 
Stewardship Thought 
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some 
benefit.” 

- 1 Corinthians 12:7 
St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a 
reason. How has God blessed you? Are you using your 
gifts according to God’s plan, helping to do His work 
here on earth? Remember that if you don’t do the work 
God planned for you, no one else can do it. 

St. Sebastian Scrapbooking Night 
Come together in faith and fellowship for a fun 
scrapbooking night in Byrider Hall (will be moved to 
Zwisler if needed) on Friday, January 22 from 6:00-
10:00pm. This is a great opportunity to meet new people, 
share your ideas, and finish a project that you haven’t 
gotten around to. Don’t scrapbook? No problem! Bring 
that box of photos that need sorted or another craft 
project you never seem to have the time or room for. The 
cost is only $3.00 to cover snacks, drinks, and the facility. 
Please RSVP by January 18 to Jennifer Sullivan 330-753-
6265 or jsmiley81@yahoo.com. All are welcome, feel free 
to bring a friend. There will also be a swap table. Do you 
have a surplus of supplies you know that you will never 
use? Bring any scrapbooking or other craft supplies or 
tools that you do not want so you can swap with others. 
This event is being sponsored by the Stewardship 
Committee. 
 
Akron Beacon Journal Signature Ad 
Thank you for participating in the Right to Life Signature 
Ad, which will appear in the Beacon Journal this coming 
week, either January 21 or 22. Your support enables 
pregnant women to find assistance in their local 
communities and to educate the public about the pro-life 
message. If funds permit, Right to Life of Summit County 
will also run radio spots and purchase space for billboard 
advertisements. 
 
Mass for Life 
Bethesda the House of Mercy announces a Solemn Mass 
for Life at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, East 
9th Street & Superior Avenue, Cleveland on Friday, 
January 22 at 7:00pm. Come to this special evening of 
remembrance and repentance on the 37th anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade and pray for healing and for full restoration 
of the legal guarantee of the right to life. The Bishop of 
Cleveland, Most Reverend Richard G. Lennon, will be the 
celebrant and homilist. For further information, please 
call Bethesda the House of Mercy at 1-330-887-5150 or 1-
800-482-4100. 
 

Gratitude Corner 
This month we are thanking those involved in: 
 

Chairman of Art & Environment 
Sacristans for Liturgy & Maintenance 
Vibrant Parish Life Committee 

 
*For more information regarding any of these groups, 
please contact the Rectory. 
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Let us pray for those recently deceased 
especially: Leo Longville, Vivian Kistler & 
Dorothy Large. 
 

 

Bowling Bonanza! 
If you think you can bowl strikes on the Wii, join us for 
the real deal! Attend the first St. Sebastian Social on 
Saturday, January 23 from 8:00-10:00pm at AMF Riviera 
Lanes. Ticket cost is $20 per person and includes two free 
games, shoe rental, pizza and beverage. Raffles and prizes 
galore! Limit 50 people, adults only. If you want to attend, 
contact Anita Calleri at 330-873-9958 or 
alcalleri@aol.com. 100% of your tax deductible ticket cost 
supports St. Sebastian Parish School to enhance 
technology in the classroom. Sound fun? Want to meet 
more friends from our St. Sebastian Parish? Check out 
www.stsebastian.org for information on more exciting 
Socials. 

Youth Ministry News  
Senior High Youth Ministry 
January 
Festival of Praise and Retreat Music Practices on 
Monday, January 25 at the LaVictoire Home from 7:00-
8:30pm. 
Junior High Retreat Planning Sessions on Wednesday, 
January 20 in Byrider Hall, Rooms 3 & 4 from 7:00-
8:00pm. 
17 - St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Mission (Service 
Hours) in St. Sebastian Church from 7:00-8:30pm. Youth 
Ministry to donate and serve refreshments after  
the Mission. Baked goods are needed!! 
29 & 30 - Junior High Retreat- Ultimate Training: 
God’s Olympians in Zwisler Hall. Arrive Friday at 
7:00pm to set up and spend the night. Saturday Retreat 
from 9:00am to 5:30pm. $10.00 fee to cover food and  
t-shirt. Students needed to be on this retreat team (service 
hours). 
 
Junior High Youth Ministry  
January 
17 - St. Sebastian/St. Vincent Mission (Service 
Hours) in St. Sebastian Church from 7:00-8:30pm. Youth 
Ministry to donate and serve refreshments after the 
Mission. Baked goods are needed!! 
30 - Junior High Retreat- Ultimate Training: God’s 
Olympians in Zwisler Hall from 9:00am-5:30pm. $20.00 
fee for retreat, food and t-shirt. Students can be picked up 
at 5:30pm after Mass at the church. 
 
Check it out! 
Calendars, flyers and permission forms are now available 
on the St. Sebastian website www.stsebastian.org. Look 
under the Faith Formation section and choose Youth 
Ministry. 
 
Call Cathy Sivec with questions or to sign up for events 

St. Sebastian  330-836-2233 ext.105 
St. Vincent  330-535-3135 ext. 11 or email 
   cathy@stvincentchurch.com 
 
 

all the sick of the parish: Paul Lynn 
Robinson, Don Feora, Josephine Johnson 
& Bernard Striegel. When admitted to the 
hospital, please notify the Rectory Office. Due 
to the HIPAA rules, hospitals no longer inform 
parishes of their patients. 

Financial Update 
 
Week of January 10, 2010 
 
 4:30pm....................................................... $3,751 
 9:00am ....................................................... $3,954 
 11:00am ....................................................... $5,595 
 Mailed in to Rectory ................................. $4,332 
 EGIVE (Electronic Giving) .................... $3,513 
 *EGIVE is a weekly average based on a monthly total 
 
 Total Collection ....................................... $21,145 
 Weekly Budget ......................................... $19,560 
 Over/Under ....................... $1,585 
 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. 
Sebastian’s Parish. Please note any amount 
collected over our weekly operating budget is 
used to reduce the accumulated operating 
deficit. 
 
We pray for your continued generous support of 
God’s work here at St. Sebastian. 
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XLT at Center for Pastoral Leadership 
The Vocation Office invites all young adults, teens and 
the young at heart to an evening of prayer and 
Eucharistic Adoration with song and praise! Join others 
on Wednesday, February 3 at 7:00pm and listen to a 
powerful witness followed by prayer with our 
Eucharistic Lord. The evening will conclude with pizza 
and refreshments. The evening will take place in Sacred 
Heart Chapel, located on the campus of the Center for 
Pastoral Leadership, 28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe. 
The chapel entrance is located on the campus quad 
(accessible from the field house parking lot). Call Fr. 
Gurnic or Edie Gauvin for more details at 440-943-7631. 
 

Sharing Grief 
The Catholic Cemeteries Bereavement Ministry invites 
you to spend some special time sharing your grief with 
others. A bereavement support group session will be 
held this Sunday, January 17 from 3:00 to 4:00pm at 
Holy Cross Cemetery (330-724-1297) and All Saints 
Cemetery, Northfield (330-467-7951). 
 

Join Us for Pro-Life Prayer 
You are cordially invited to attend this year’s St. Hilary 
Pro-Life Vigil that begins with an inspirational prayer 
service on Friday, January 22 from 7:00-8:00pm in the 
church. The Celebrant will be Fr. Mike Fraynak, from St. 
Luke Anglican Church in Bath. Following the vigil, 
spend time with our Eucharistic Lord for adoration to 
intercede for the unborn, their families and our country's 
return to reverence. 

 
Free Throw Winners 
The St Sebastian Knights of Columbus would like to 
congratulate the winners of the 2010 Council Level Free 
Throw Contest. All winners will continue on at the 
District Level Contest coming up soon. 
10 year olds -- Boys-Jordan Jennings, Girls-Olivia Petit 
11 year olds -- Boys-Patrick Walter, Girls-Sydney Huckabee 
12 year olds -- Boys-Joe Macom, Girls-Madeline Grosklos 
13 year olds -- Boys-Jacob Sivec 
14 year olds-- Girls-Anna Van Newkirk. 
 
Adult Enrichment Classes 
Classes will be offered at Walsh Jesuit High School in 
Cuyahoga Falls on Wednesday evenings, beginning 
February 24. The (mostly) eight-week courses include 
grammar, Microsoft Word, wine tasting, astronomy, 
creative writing, yoga, college planning, swing/ballroom 
dance, and public speaking, and will be taught by WJ 
faculty and staff. Classes are open to parents, friends, 
alumni, faculty, staff, and neighboring parishes of Walsh 
Jesuit. Online registration is available on the school’s 
website, www.walshjesuit.org/click on the Home Page 
Tile. The $100 cost is a tax-deductible donation to the 
school's need-based tuition assistance program. 

Adoration for Vocation Campaign 
Vocations are everyone’s business 

 
Lord, help priests who work with young people, to 

inspire enthusiasm for holiness and burning apostolic 
zeal in their hearts. 

 
Please offer one hour First Tuesday 

from 8:30am to 8:00pm 
for vocations 

 
Community prayer at 7:00pm 

Closing with Benediction at 7:45pm 
 

The Harvest is Great - the Laborers are Few 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
’09-’10 

52 WEEK RAFFLE WINNER 
 
Drawing No. 18 
January 3 $50  M.C. Daugherty #824 
 
Drawing No. 19 
January 10 $50  Edward Devlin #973 
 
(#) Denotes multiple time winners 
#xxx Denotes ticket number drawn 
 
Drawings are held every week and winners are 
contacted for prize distribution. 
 
Winners, contact David Huckabee for unclaimed 
winnings at 330-329-6559. 
 
Interested in becoming a Knight? Please contact 
Chuck Sassano at 330-864-1004 or email 
csassano1735@yahoo.com 
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It’s Not Just For The Young People…  
I had a kind and delighted lady send me an enthusiastic 
email in full support of the Social’s that the Foundation 
is now presenting (I hope to see you at one or two!) and 
thank you to her for her kind words. However, she 
thinks this is a great way “to get the younger members of 
the Parish involved and having fun”; it is, and it’s more 
than that. In fact, this is one of the things we are 
working to improve. The Socials are not just for the 
young! We are hoping the younger and “not-so-young” 
can both enjoy at least one of these events to help 
connect us all in a friendly and kind way while making 
new friends outside our established and traditional 
groups. No matter our ages, where our kids go to school, 
if we have kids or not, if our kids have flown the nest or 

are having kids of their own etc., we are all part of the St. 
Sebastian family. Many parish members have already 
signed on to become a “Social Host” and want to meet 
you. Please know that the Social Ministry is open to our 
entire parish community, not just the younger members, 
the parents of students at St Sebastian etc.; it is open to 
you, please join us. Some are for the kids, some require 
you to be of legal age to drink or hold a bowling ball, but 
there will be one or two each year you can enjoy! I am 
very sincere in my wish to make new friends and share 
some fun nights with the youngest and oldest of our 
families! If you want to host a social, call me. As always, 
I am here to help you in any way; please contact me at 
330-836-2233 ext 113 or jenniferc@stsebastian.org. 
Thank you! 
Jennifer Knapp Ciarlariello, Director of Development.  

Reflections From Fr. Pfeiffer 
Culture of Vocations: How Two Ends Give Marriage Its Start 
In our study of the United States Bishop’s pastoral letter, “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan,” we have 
looked at the two ends, or purposes, of marriage: the unitive (the good of the spouses) and the procreative. Now we 
look at their connection to each other. The Bishops state, “The unitive and the procreative meanings of marriage are 
joined because they are two aspects of the same self-giving.” The self-giving that is essential to marriage is what 
marks the two ends. The two ends express and lead back to the foundation of self-giving. 
 
The inseparability of the two ends is how God designed it. Therefore, if couples treat them as if they are separable, 
problems arise, like a coin with only one side, or trying to use a teeter-totter with one person. The unitive meaning 
of marriage is distorted if the couple deliberately disavows the procreative meaning, like a married couple who is not 
open to having children. That closure to the gift of children does damage to their union as husband and wife; it 
hurts the openness they should have toward one another. Eventually, this distorts and diminishes their conjugal love 
because it is meant to be faithful, exclusive, and fecund. 
 
The inverse is also true. The procreative meaning of marriage is degraded without the unitive. If a person sees his or 
her spouse merely as a way of producing offspring without loving attentiveness to the spouse’s good or fulfillment, 
then damage is done not only to the unitive aspect, but also to the procreative. One’s spouse is not to be used as a 
vessel or a mere supplier of “biological material.” One’s spouse is to be loved for who he or she is, and children 
come forth from that self-giving love. This is true especially because it is not just about having kids, but also their 
upbringing, education, and spiritual formation. From conception on through the child’s life, it is all to be done in a 
family based on the communion of love. 
 
Self-donation of the spouses is the key. The Bishops state, “The mutual married love of man and woman becomes 
an image of the absolute and unfailing love with which God loves man[kind], because as mutual self-gift, it is at the 
same time creative self-gift.” What a wonderful dignity, divine call, and mystery God has granted to the natural 
institution of marriage. I say “natural” because everything discussed these past weeks is true of all valid marriages, 
not just for Catholics or Christians. Even “non-religious” couples are called to live this gift (we will get to 
sacramental marriages later). 
 
Having both ends in view is necessary for marriage to be lived well. Whether you are looking to be married, are 
recently married, or have been married for a while, pray over how you live these two ends of marriage and ask the 
Lord to help you start living them faithfully or to renew the start you have already made. 
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Social Justice Ministry . . . And Justice For All 
Migration and our Catholic Response 
As we observe Martin Luther King Day, let us consider the issue of Migration, and our response as Catholics. 
Migration has been a consistent aspect of the human experience throughout history and continues to be a defining 
characteristic of the United States. Migration is closely linked to economic, social and political realities that influence 
the decision, and often the necessity, for people to migrate. Currently close to 200 million people live outside their 
country of birth worldwide. Although this number includes refugees, asylum seekers and others, economic migrants 
make up the largest proportion. These economic migrants—who could often be described as economically displaced 
people—have few other options to remain in their country and meet the basic needs of their families. 
 
The Catholic Church’s teaching on migration is based on a commitment to promote and defend human dignity with 
particular attention to the most vulnerable. The Church outlines a number of principles on migration that are 
connected to poverty, including: 
People have the right to find opportunities within their own homeland: they have the “right not to migrate.” 
This principle emphasizes that all people have the right to find in their own countries the economic, political, and 
social opportunities to live in dignity and not be compelled to migrate. 
People have the right to migrate to support themselves and their families where conditions do not exist to 
meet their basic needs. Our current immigration system often separates families for years as migrants take great 
risks to find work and send resources to families left behind. Even when a family member is able to establish U.S. legal 
permanent residency and attempts to reunite with loved ones, visa delays often keep husbands and wives, parents and 
children apart for years. The number of unaccompanied minors attempting to migrate to the U.S. to reunite with 
family has risen in recent years. Minors are particularly vulnerable: there are increasing reports of children disappearing 
in transit and, in some cases, becoming victims of human trafficking. 
Sovereign nations have the right to control their borders. The Church does not promote an “open border” 
immigration policy, but rather policies that ensure safe, legal, and orderly immigration and address the needs of both 
migrant families and impacted communities. 
The human dignity and human rights of all migrants should be respected. Regardless of their legal status, 
migrants, like all persons, possess inherent human dignity and human rights that should be respected. Enforcement 
and border control practices should respect the human dignity of migrants. 
  
What response is needed? 
The Church works to reduce the need for people to migrate and protect those people who have little choice but to do 
so. The long-term goal is equitable development for all peoples, so that migration is a choice rather than a necessity. 
Based on the experience of Catholic organizations in many countries, the flow of migrants will continue as long as 
social factors compel people to leave their homes in search of work or safety. We must both address the factors that 
create global poverty and marginalization and work for comprehensive migration reform. 
Comprehensive migration reform includes addressing the factors driving migration and reforming current U.S. 
migration policy that is outdated and ill-equipped to serve the needs of both immigrants and the nation. The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic organizations nationwide have formed the Catholic Campaign for 
Comprehensive Migration Reform (www.justiceforimmigrants.org) that supports the following: 

a path to citizenship for the 11-12 million undocumented people in the U.S.; 
reform of our employment-based immigration system, so that migrant workers can enter the United States and 

work in a safe, regulated, and humane manner; 
reform of the family-based immigration system, so that waiting times to reunite families are significantly reduced; 
restoration of due process protections for immigrants; and 
policies to address the root causes of migration, such as economic development in poor countries. 
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Sharing the Gospel  
 
At a wedding party, Mary said to Jesus, they have no more wine. Help 
them. Even though it was not time for him to perform miracles, Jesus 
honored his Mother by changing the water into wine. When you obey 
God by honoring your mother's wishes, you turn ordinary things, like 
opening a door, emptying trash, or making the bed into a gift of  love. 
This love makes your mother and God smile.  
 
 

Prayer  
Lord, help me turn chores for my family into gifts for you. 
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Growing with the Gospel 



John H. Gerstenmaier, Jr., D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

 3094 W. Market St.
 Ste. 260
 Akron, Ohio 44333

 (330) 867-5688

BERNIE CHUPEK, AGT.
1655 W. MARKET ST. AT HAWKINS AVE., RM. 235

AKRON, OHIO 44313
OFF: 330-867-1886 · 1-800-824-4607

 !"#$%&'(!&)*+,-%&".*&/01,*!$.
55 S. Miller Rd., Suite 101
Fairlawn  (330) 864-3331

J&J Plumbing Service
864-1700

Plumbing Repair & Replacement
Drain Cleaning· Faucets · Water Heaters 
· Disposals · Water, Gas, or Drain Pipes

City and State Licensed, Insured
   VISA/MC $5Discount with Ad
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 Akron-Fairlawn Marathon  
 Highland Towing
 A Division of Irace Automotive Inc.

· COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
· TOWING-SERVICE-SNOWPLOWING
· 24 HOUR ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE
· OVER 50 YEARS SAME LOCATION

2265 W. Market St. · 330-836-7247
 AKRON, OH 44313 OPEN 7am - 7pm

American Tuckpointing
(330) 835-1671

All Types Masonry
Brick, Block, Stucco, & Stone
Chimney Repair & Rebuild

Small Jobs Welcome
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 1655 W. Market St.
 Akron, OH 44313

Jeff Durkin, OD, FAAO
Doctor of Optometry

 Telephone:
 (330) 867-1104

AKRON AREA ORAL AND 
MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY 

ASSOCIATES
JOHN N. SANTIN, D.D.S., INC.

 · Wisdom Teeth  · Extractions  · Implants 
 · General Anesthesia  · Sedation

 WEST AKRON
 733 W. Market St., Ste. 107
 Akron, OH 44303
 330-762-6060
 CITY OF GREEN
 3503 Fortuna Dr., Ste.1
 Akron, OH 44312
 330-645-6637

Paying more than $35 a
month for Car Insurance?

Call us today! · Low Down Payments · All Driving Records Welcome
Local Agencies! We can Help!!! Walhaven Building

 Rob Germano
 Personal Trainer, Parishioner

A"ordable and customized to #t your lifestyle
(330) 794-1690 · Email: sym@att.net

MARKET DAY
FUNDRAISING FOOD CO-OP

Purchasing Restaurant Quality Food
Each Month - 10% Goes To Our School

Approximately 150 Products To Choose From Each Month
Call Shelley Radik  330-869-9832
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Diplomate American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
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Please don't cuss, Call
the company you can Trust

Trust and Quality - Satisfaction Guaranteed
330-864-8756

IMMEDIATE COVERAGE!

CALL TODAY! (330) 836-1234
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ROBERT E. SMITH,  D.D.S., INC.
COMPREHENSIVE  COSMETIC  D ENTISTRY

GENERAL  D ENTIST

(330) 666-7800 · 800-335-3369
3610 W. Market St., Akron
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Excellence in Funeral Service for 46 Years
Serving St. Sebastian Parish at:

39 S. Miller Road, Fairlawn 
Sam Ciriello                        Nick Ciriello

330-836-3100
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D•€•‚• A. Hƒ„…†„
Attorney at Law

 Parishioner
FERGUSON & HANLON

 Third Floor
 57 S. Broadway St.
 Akron, OH 44308
 (330) 762-9933
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 · Transportation/Errands
 · Companion Care
 · Personal Care Needs
 · Meal Preparation
 · Light Housekeeping
 · Back-up Child Care
 · Screened-Bonded-Insured

330-869-HOME (4663)
pbonacuse@homewatchcaregivers.com

 Experience worth its weight in SOLD
 Linda Jarboe, CSP, RRS, SRES
 Parishioner · Over 20 Years of Real Estate Experience
 Quality Service Award · Mega Million Dollar Producer
 330-670-0899

 Colors By Kathleen
  Interior/Exterior Color Consultant
 H 330.867.6151
 C 330.618.1949
 kathleennegrelli@msn.com
Free Consultation Parishioner

   Independent Apartments & Villas
 Assisted Living
 Private Skilled Nursing Suites

970 Sumner Parkway · Copley OH., 44321
(Located across from Copley High School)

330-664-1289

PORT ARANSAS, TEXAS
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Paul Bonacuse,
Owner

�5�S�d�V�[�`�S�^

For Advertising Information, call
JOE PORTER at LPi today!
1.800.477.4574 · 216.325.6825 ext 256

JPorter@4LPi.com


