
MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 
We, the people of  St. Sebastian Roman 
Catholic Faith community, generations 

of  families and people of  diverse 
cultures, are called to share our time, 

talent and treasure. 
 

We are committed to grow in holiness 
through the Eucharist and through 

prayer, to witness our faith through life 
long learning and to teach gospel values 
according to the example of  Jesus Christ. 

 
As one body in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to nurturing a spirit of caring 
in our parish and in our neighborhood 

community. We welcome all in Christian 
hospitality and we continue our efforts to 
provide excellence in Catholic education. 
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476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320 
www.stsebastian.org 
 
Rectory ........................................................................................... 836-2233 
For a priest at night and only in the event of urgent sickness or imminent death: ... 836-2233 
School office……………………………………………………….. .836-9107 
Pre-school office……………………………………………………836-3838 
Reverend John A. Valencheck ............................................................ Pastor 
Reverend Matthew E. Pfeiffer .............................................. Parochial Vicar 
Reverend William D. Karg................................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend John T. McDonough ........................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend Thaddeus M. Swirski ............................................... In Residence 
Reverend Mr. Terry Peacock ............................................................Deacon 
Howard J. Scheetz ............................................................... School Principal 
Timothy Kastelic .................................................... Parish Business Manager 
Jennifer Jones ........................................................................ Office Manager 
Jennifer Ciarlariello .................................................... Development Director 
Melane Francis ........................................................................ PSR Principal 
Lynn Frey-Steward, CAGO, MM .......... Director of Music/Choirmaster/Organist 
Cathy Sivec……………………………………………………Youth Minister 
 
Daily after morning Mass followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 
330-825-9330, 330-867-2757, 330-873-1559, 330-867-7081 
 
Sunday 9:00am  &  11:00am 
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass) 
M-T-W-Th-F 8:00am 
Thursday 8:15am during school 
 
Grades K to 8 classes are from 9:50 to 10:50am 
 
 
 

330-825-1900, 330-644-4490, 330-434-2221, 330-253-4071 

 
Friday 4:00 to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:30 to 10:00am and by appointment 

 
Tuesdays, 8:30am–8:00pm, Church, closing Eucharistic Prayer 7:00–8:00pm 

 
New parishioners are most welcome and should stop by the rectory office as soon 
as possible. Current parishioners who must leave us should call the rectory with 
your date of departure. We’ll miss you and bid you God’s blessings. 
 

Requests must be submitted by 1:00pm Sunday. Request for full pages must be 
submitted 2 weeks in advance using Microsoft Word or Publisher software. Drop 
off at Rectory, fax to 330-836-2235 or e-mail jonesj@stsebastian.org 
 
Submit to Rectory by 9:00am Thursday. 

Parish Address 
 
Telephones 

 
 

Parish Staff 

 
 

Rosary 
 

Prayer Line 
 

Liturgy of Eucharist 
 
 
 
Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 
 
Alternatives to 
Abortion 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
 
Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
 

Registration 
 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
Verbal Announcements 
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Greetings, 
 
Jennifer has informed me that there are a number of weekday Masses available for Mass intensions. In 
truth, the beneficial effect upon those who participate at the Mass, and the entire Church in general, are 
limitless. Our individual prayers may be offered up at the Collect (the opening and closing prayers of the 
Mass), but a special intention may be offered, as well. In addition to each person’s prayers, (and each 
person may have numerous purposes to present), there may be a particular purpose for a Mass to be 
celebrated. This is known as the Mass intention. 
 
Most often a Mass is offered for a person living, or dead.  It is encouraged that Masses also be offered 
in thanksgiving for significant anniversaries or special favors received through prayer.  This is 
particularly true of someone who was seriously ill, received the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, and 
has recovered.  Often these Masses are posted as “special intention.” 
 
You may also notice that at least one Mass per week is dedicated the people of the parish.  It is most 
often on the weekend and is celebrated, or arranged to be celebrated, by the pastor.  This is a 
requirement of canon law and is called the missa pro populo. 
 
Anyone can request a mass intention.  At this parish, one need only call or stop by the rectory during 
business hours and talk to Jennifer, our office manager, or one of our office volunteers.  There is an 
offering for this Mass of ten dollars.  The money goes to the priest who offers the Mass. 
 
Sometimes, if the number of Mass requests a parish receives outstrips the number of Masses a parish 
has, the Masses are often “sent” to the missions where money is tight.  The ten dollars goes to the priest 
who offers the Mass in parts of the world where the clergy receive little other income. 
 
It certainly is not necessary for a Mass to have a specific intention.  But if you are interested, there are 
Masses that are still available. 
 
IN OTHER NEWS: 
 
My apologies to the people who use the cry room.  We have a railing on order.  It is just taking longer to 
get done than we had anticipated. 
 
One of the little pews that used to be in the cry room is missing.  We sent it out to a company to have it 
refurbished so we could get an idea of what needs to be done to our pews, what they might look like, 
and how much it would cost.  When it returns you will be able to see it in the vestibule. 
 
JUST A REMINDER:  Next weekend, February 13th and 14th EMHC will be installed and are to gather 
for a short meeting after each Mass.  There will also be wood carving from the Holy Land on sale in the 
narthex. 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Valencheck 

From The Pastor 

NEWS@STSEBASTIAN.ORG 
St. Sebastian Parish is a proud community and Christian family. The marketing committee would like to share all that 

we can be proud of here at our parish. To do this we need your help! We have established a new Email address 

NEWS@STSEBASTIAN.ORG and we are asking that you provide us with the good news and great happenings 

within our Parish. We would love to see your pictures and hear your stories of the successes of our parishioners, 

students, and Alumni.   -   Thank You! 
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Fifth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
Monday, February 8, Saint Jerome Emiliani, priest; Saint Josephine Bakhita, virgin 
 8:00am Mass for Stephen Madjanik Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Mk 6:53-56 
 
Tuesday, February 9 
 8:00am Mass for Deceased Members of the Mascolo & Aldrich Families Fr. Pfeiffer 
 8:30am to 8:00pm Adoration (Benediction at 7:45pm) Church 
 4:00pm Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Manor Care 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Mk 7:1-13 
 
Wednesday, February 10, Saint Scholastica, virgin 
 8:00am Mass for Mildred & William Loftus Fr. Pfeiffer 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Mk 7:14-23 
 
Thursday, February 11, Our Lady of Lourdes 
 8:15am Mass for Leo Longville Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Mk 7:24-30 
 
Friday, February 12, Lincoln’s Birthday 
 8:00am Mass for Bridget E. Keeney Fr. Pfeiffer
 4:00 to 5:00pm Confession Church 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Mk 7:31-37 
 
Saturday, February 13 
 8:00am Mass for Maryrose Esquibel Fr. Valencheck 
 9:30 to 10:00am Confession Church 
 4:30pm Vigil Mass for Paul Conley (Anniversary) Fr. Valencheck 
 4:45 to 5:05pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Mk 8:1-10 
 
Sunday, February 14, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Fr. Valencheck 
 11:00am Mass for John Russo Fr. Pfeiffer 
 11:15 to 11:35am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26 
 

 

Have a Blessed Week! 
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The Arrow Society 
Is St. Sebastian Parish included in your will? If you have 
St. Sebastian Parish as part of your estate, please contact 
the Development Office at 330-836-2233 or 
development@stsebastian.org so we can add you to our 
new Arrow Society. There are many ways to include your 
church as part of your planned giving. If you have 
questions about how best to include St. Sebastian as part 
of your estate, please contact Director of Development 
Jennifer Knapp Ciarlariello "char-la-rillo", St. Sebastian 
Parish Foundation 330-836-2233 ext 113 or 
jenniferc@stsebastian.org. 
 
Parish Council Update  
It is time again for nominations to be taken for positions 
on Parish Pastoral Council. Current leadership positions: 
Chris Minear is Chairman, Mark Holaday was elected Vice 
Chairman in January and will become Chairman in July, 
Micki Trenta is Secretary and Tony Mastromatteo is our 
Past Chair. Ernie Fournier will become the Vice 
Chairman beginning in July. Please contact any of these 
people with questions about the nomination process. 
During masses on the weekend of February 13-14, Parish 
Council will be accepting nominations for new members. 
Forms will be available in the pews, as well as in the 
bulletin and need to be returned to the rectory by the 
weekend of February 28. Be sure to support the Donut 
Sunday in Zwisler Hall on the first Sunday of each month. 
The Parish Council monthly minutes are available on the 
parish website. 
 
Little Black Book 
This daily Lenten devotional guide is again being offered 
for sale in the parish bookrack. The booklet’s small size 
makes it an ideal “companion for Lent,” offering six-
minute daily reflections, which begin on the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday. Weekday meditations will focus 
on the Passion according to Mark, plus a variety of 
quotations, suggestions, information and timely thoughts 
for your spiritual growth. Payment envelopes may be 
placed in the Sunday collection, mailed to the rectory, or 
dropped off during normal business hours. 
 
Stewardship Thought 
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? 
Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!”’ 

-Isaiah6:8 
Every day - in little ways and in big ways - God asks, 
“Whom shall I send? Whether it is someone to take on a 
new ministry or just someone to open a door for an 
overburdened stranger, God constantly looks to see if we 

are willing to respond with the eagerness that Isaiah 
showed when he answered. “ Here I am, send me!” 
 

Pre Cana 
The deadline to register for the February 13 Pre-Cana 
Marriage Preparation Day for engaged couples is February 
11. Please call Maggi and Dave Blischak at 330-867-0365 
or send an e-mail to dmbakron@msn.com to register. 
 
Bowling Party 
The St Sebastian Knights of Columbus would like to 
invite all students who are off school for President's day 
(February 15) to a bowling party! The party will be held at 
Riviera Lanes. The festivities will begin at 12:00noon and 
last until 2:00pm. Your $10 fee includes unlimited 
bowling, shoe rental, pizza and pop. RSVP to Mark 
Adamczyk via email mjadamczyk@yahoo.com is 
preferred, but walk-ins are welcome! 
 
Holy Land Gifts 
After all Masses next weekend February 13/14, there will 
be a display of hand carved items, such as nativity scenes, 
crucifixes, rosaries, the last supper and many other 
beautiful religious articles for purchase. Due to bad 
situations and their interruption of tourist trade that is 
happening with Christian families in Bethlehem, Holy 
Land Gifts are representing over 100 Christian families, 
who make their livelihood through the selling of their 
hand made olive wood religious articles. They appreciate 
your help. 
 

Archbishop Hoban High School 
Congratulations to the following Archbishop Hoban High 
School students from St. Sebastian Church who received 
scholastic honors for the Second Quarter of the 2009-
2010 school year. 
Highest Honors (3.85 – 4.83) 
Vincent Burns, Jacqueline Grible, Evan Luse, Anthony 
Burns, Megan Kudlac, Stephen Veillette, James Ciotola, 
Jessica Laughlin, Mary Contrera, Caitlin Laughlin, Robert 
Sheeks, Rachel Patterson, Matthew Rossi, Julianna 
Blischak, Laurel Jaroch, Mariah Stoneman, Sean Cody, 
Lynette Yanko and Hannah Karg 
High Honors (3.50 – 3.84) 
Sholar Petit, Annie McLaughlin, Peter DelMedico, Clare 
Casey, Robert Macom, Cameren Spiros, Colleen 
McCarron, Jacob Carothers and Caitlin Constance 
Honors (3.00 – 3.49) 
Sierra Radik, Carmine Sberna, Matthew Huber, Amelia 
Bendo, Scott Smith, Brian Gillick, Madison Petit, Isabella 
Cardina, Michael Kudlac, John Walker, Colleen Arman, 
James Fetzer, Brianna Arman and Tucker Scolaro 
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all the sick of the parish: Julie Fallucco. When 
admitted to the hospital, please notify the 
Rectory Office. Due to the HIPAA rules, 
hospitals no longer inform parishes of their 

patients. 
 
Let us pray for those recently deceased 
especially: Joan Kelly 
 
St. Sebastian Spring CYO Sports Sign-Ups 
St. Sebastian and PSR Students in grades 3-8 wishing to 
participate in CYO Volleyball (girls only) or Track & Field 
(boys and girls) this spring may sign-up between February 
1 and February 22 by contacting Brian Saus, Athletic 
Director at stsebastianathletics@gmail.com or 330-836-
2233 ext. 232. 
 
Spring Soccer Registration 
The Akron Metro Futbol Club is having registration for 
Youth Soccer for children ages 4 to 18. Play and practice 
near St. Sebastian. Teams are forming now. Players and 
coaches welcome. For more information or to register go 
to www.akronmetrofc.org. 

Youth Ministry News  
Senior High Youth Ministry 
February 
Festival of Praise and Confirmation Retreat Music 
Practices on Monday, February 8 at the LaVictoire 
Home, 7:00-8:30pm. 
Confirmation Retreat Planning Sessions 
Wednesdays, February 10, 17 & 24 in Byrider Hall from 
7:00-8:00pm. 
17 - Ash Wednesday attend 6:00pm Mass at St. 
Sebastian. Confirmation Planning Session from 7:00-
8:00pm in Byrider. 
22 - St. Sebastian Confirmation Festival of Praise 
Topic is Theology of the Body in St. Sebastian Church. 
Music rehearsal from 6:00-7:00pm, Meeting from 7:00-
8:15pm. 
 
Junior High Youth Ministry  
February 
5 - St Vincent School Dance St. Vincent Gym, 7:00-
9:00pm $5.00. 
19 - Father/Daughter Dance Set Up (Service Hours) 
 in St. Sebastian Zwisler Hall from 2:30-5:00pm. 
22 - St. Sebastian Confirmation Meeting for 8th 
grade. Topic is Theology of the Body in St. Sebastian 
Church from 7:00-8:15pm. 
 
Check it out! 
Calendars, flyers and permission forms are available on 
the St. Sebastian website at www.stsebatian.org. Look 
under the Faith Formation section and choose Youth 
Ministry. 
 
Call Cathy Sivec with questions or to sign up for events 

St. Sebastian  330-836-2233 
St. Vincent  330-535-3135 ext. 11 or 
Email: cathy@stvincentchurch.com 

Adoration for Vocation Campaign 
Vocations are everyone’s business 

 
Lord, we pray especially that families will be able to 

accept the gift of the priesthood or consecrated life ad 
give it its true value. 

 
Please offer one hour First Tuesday 

from 8:30am to 8:00pm 
for vocations 

 
Community prayer at 7:00pm 

Closing with Benediction at 7:45pm 
 

The Harvest is Great - the Laborers are Few 

Financial Update 
 
Week of January 31, 2010 
 
 4:30pm....................................................... $3,630 
 9:00am ....................................................... $3,808 
 11:00am ....................................................... $4,095 
 Mailed in to Rectory ................................. $3,474 
 EGIVE (Electronic Giving) .................... $3,512 
 *EGIVE is a weekly average based on a monthly total 
 
 Total Collection ....................................... $18,519 
 Weekly Budget ......................................... $19,560 
 Over/Under .................... <$1,041> 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. 
Sebastian’s Parish. Please note any amount 
collected over our weekly operating budget is 
used to reduce the accumulated operating 
deficit. 
 
We pray for your continued generous support of 
God’s work here at St. Sebastian. 
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New Parishioners 
 

Carrie & Brian Ankenman & daughter Kaitlyn 
Sarah Bellett & children 

Alana & Maximillian 
Jeffrey Bolt 

Jamie & Elizabeth Kerns & daughter Tilly 
Jeanine Maselli & children 

Anthony & Gina 
Patrick & Marcella Myers & daughter Alanna 

James & Rosemary Reed 
Raymond Romito 

John & Valerie Senko & son Nicholas 
Kevin & Mary Slaven & daughter Sierra 

 
Community News 
New Entombment Options 
Holy Cross Cemetery has announced plans to build the 
new Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum with many new 
entombment options. A flyer outlining these new 
offerings is available in the Book Rack or by calling Holy 
Cross Cemetery at 330-724-1297. 
 

Need Help With Your Taxes 
The professional and online tax services of 800-TAX 
REFUND, Inc. an IRS Industry Partner for the past 
twelve years are available through Ohio Catholic Federal 
Credit Union’s website. Whether you prefer to file your 
taxes yourself or use a tax professional, be sure to check 
out these convenient and low-cost services designed to 
make filing your taxes easy and hassle-free. Just look for 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
’09-’10 

52 WEEK RAFFLE WINNER 
 
Drawing No. 22 
January 31 $50  Bill Gross#238 
 
(#) Denotes multiple time winners 
#xxx Denotes ticket number drawn 
 
Drawings are held every week and winners are 
contacted for prize distribution. 
 
Winners, contact David Huckabee for unclaimed 
winnings at 330-329-6559. 
 
Interested in becoming a Knight? Please contact 
Chuck Sassano at 330-864-1004 or email 
csassano1735@yahoo.com 

the ProTaxNet logo on OCFCU’s website 
www.ohiocatholicfcu.com, and get your taxes started 
today! 
 

Saint Anthony Church 
Our Famous PTU Spaghetti Diner on Sunday, February 
14 in the Church Hall, 83 Mosser Place. Serving from 
11:30am until 6:00pm. Tickets available at the door. 
Adults $7.00/Children $5.00 and carryout orders also 
available. 
 

Visitation of  Mary 
(formerly Annunciation Church) 
Our Famous Fish Fry each Friday during the Lenten 
Season February 19 thru March 26 from 4:00-7:00pm in 
the school cafeteria, 93 Kent Street (corner of Broad & 
Kent). Serving delicious baked or fried fish, French fries, 
scalloped potatoes, applesauce, macaroni & cheese, 
beverages & desserts available. Carryout orders available. 
Adults $9.00/Seniors $8.50 /Children $4.00. Call 330-
535-4141 for more information 
 

OPEN M  
OPEN M, is a ministry of faith, health, and hope, 
founded in 1968. It addresses the short-term and long-
term needs of the poor in inner-city Akron and all of 
Summit County. Reservations are being taken for the 
Annual Benefit Dinner. The dinner is hosted by the 
Women’s Board and will be held on Saturday March 6 at 
the Martin University Center. The keynote speaker is 
Tom Strauss, President and CEO of Summa Health 
Systems. Entertainment provided by the original FOUR 
LADS. Enjoy dinner, entertainment and dancing for 
$75.00 per person. A portion of the cost is tax 
deductible. Contact Doris Stewart at 330-434-0110 ext 
404 for more information. Proceeds benefit the OPEN 
M Free Health Clinic and overall mission. 
 

Used Book, CD, and DVD Sale 
The Walsh Jesuit Mothers’ Club is holding its annual 
used book, CD, and DVD sale at the high school on 
Saturday, March 6 from 9:00am to 4:00pm. The sale is 
open to the public, and admission is free. Come for the 
bargains and great titles! If you have used books, CDs, 
and DVDs that are just collecting dust, please consider 
donating them to the Mothers’ Club. Donations are 
being accepted at Walsh Jesuit through February 19. 
Items must be dropped off during school hours at the 
roll-up maintenance garage (door No. 8), located at the 
rear of the building. (Magazines, encyclopedias, and 
condensed books cannot be accepted.) Questions? 
Please call Melissa at 330-620-4878 or Nancy at 330-668-
3088. Walsh Jesuit is located at 4550 Wyoga Lake Road. 
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As you think, so shall you be  
— Jesus of Nazareth 

Last year, the trustees of the Dayspring Foundation, Lisa
-Holland-Toth and Michael Toth, started a fund with the 
St. Sebastian Parish Foundation; the Dayspring 
Opportunity Scholarship Fund. This fund was 
established to provide St. Sebastian School tuition 
money to minority students. I think this is an important 
scholarship fund and I encourage you to support it with 
me. This week, I will personally make a $50 contribution 
to the Dayspring Opportunity Scholarship Fund. Would 
you like to match me? If you would like to establish a 
fund or endowment to support something important to 
you, please contact me. I am here to help you with all 
your giving needs. Thank you. Sincerely, Director  of 

Development Jennifer Knapp Ciarlariello "char-la-rillo" 
St. Sebastian Parish Foundation, 330-836-2233 x 113 
jenniferc@stsebastian.org. 
 

World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 
Today, this special observance invites all in the church to 
reflect on the role of women and men who are 
consecrated to Jesus in a special way through the 
profession of vows and a life dedicated to prayer and 
service. With thankful hearts we pray for our religious 
Sisters, Brothers, Priests, and Monks. We also remember 
those who are consecrated in Secular Institutes as single 
people. For more information about Consecrated Life 
please contact the Diocesan Vocation Office at 440-943-
7630 or go to www.churchvocations.com. 

Reflections From Fr. Pfeiffer 
Culture of Vocations - Magnets, Sculpture, and Dignity 
We are continuing our catechesis on marriage in light of the Bishop’s new pastoral letter, “Marriage: Love and Life in 
the Divine Plan.”  Currently we are addressing the different challenges to marriage.  We have discussed artificial 
contraception and this week we are discussing same-sex unions. 
 
Often, segments of the culture claim the right to same-sex unions as a “justice issue” or a matter of non-
discrimination.  This is not the case.  First, we must remember that persons who have homosexual orientations 
should not be defined merely by their sexual orientation (which is often the case especially with those advocating 
same-sex unions).  They, like every human being, are made first in the image and likeness of God; they are persons 
first!  All of us have disordered desires on which we act or do not act.  The sexual desire for someone of the same 
sex is “intrinsically disordered.”  It is not the person who is intrinsically disordered but that particular desire.  This explains 
why some get so upset thinking that the Church condemns them rather than the sinful behavior.  We must 
remember the distinction. 
 
Someone may ask, “Well, why did God make them this way?”  Well, he did not make anyone that way.  We live in a 
world after the Fall. Our nature is made in the image of God but, because of sin, is a fallen nature, which now has 
disordered desires.  Genes, culture, and upbringing may all affect one’s orientation. But all people, in cooperation 
with God’s grace, can choose the good and follow His will. 
 
From this perspective, we can see why Christ and His Church maintain that same-sex unions (“gay marriage”) are 
impossible.  Remember God gave marriage to humanity as a gift.  We cannot say, “Thanks, God, but no thanks,” 
and then “regift” it hoping for something else. The Bishops state that, “Male-female complementarity is intrinsic to 
marriage. It is naturally ordered toward authentic union and the generation of new life ... A child is meant to have a 
mother and a father. The true nature of marriage, lived in openness to life, is a witness to the precious gift of the 
child and to the unique roles of a mother and father. Same-sex unions are incapable of such a witness.” 
 
Intrinsic to humanity is being male and female, which complement one another.  According to humanity’s very 
nature, including its bodily-ness, male and female “fit” together.  The positive end of a magnet cannot connect with 
another positive by its very nature no matter how much we try and force it.  It is not in our capacity, as creatures, to 
redefine the nature of what the Creator has made.  It would be like a sculpture taking the chisel away from the 
sculptor and making itself - it cannot happen! 
 
As faithful Catholics, the “justice issue” here is recognizing the dignity of those persons with homosexual tendencies 
by showing them the love of Jesus Christ as well as upholding the dignity of marriage as the gift God has given. 
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Social Justice Ministry . . . And Justice For All 
Peace Building 
Pope Benedict XVI gave his annual message for the 
World Day of Peace on January 1, 2010.The Holy 
Father's theme was at once simple and profound, "If 
You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation." In this 
moving message, Pope Benedict seamlessly wove 
together concerns for peace, poverty and care for 
creation.  
 
Pope Benedict teaches that "integral human 
development is closely linked to the obligations which 
flow from man's relationship with the natural 
environment. The environment must be seen as God's 
gift to all people, and the use we make of it entails a 
shared responsibility for all humanity, especially the poor 
and future generations." 
 
The US Catholic Conference of Bishops has prepared 
resources for individuals, groups, and parishes to 
implement the Pope's message. For more information, 
check out: www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/
worlddayofpeacewebsite.shtml Based on Catholic Social 
Teaching and our mission to live the Gospel, the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) call on one million 
Catholics in the United States to confront global 
poverty. 
 
Focus on Nuclear Disarmament  
Issues concerning nuclear weapons, specifically the 
renewal of START and the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, have been absent from the news. Yet, work is 
being done on new agreements. START expired on 
December 5, but Putkin and Obama have reached a 
"gentlemen's agreement" that allows us to continue this 
treaty as issues of verification are worked out. See the 
Washington Post article for more. 
 
The Church opposes the use of nuclear weapons, 
especially against non-nuclear threats, and the 
development of new nuclear weapons. While possession 
of a minimal nuclear capability may deter the use of 
nuclear weapons by others, the Church urges that the 
policies of nuclear deterrence be replaced with concrete 
measures of disarmament based on dialogue and 
multilateral negotiations. The U.S. should commit to 
never use nuclear weapons first and to reject use of 
nuclear weapons to deter non-nuclear threats. USCCB 
has expressed support for the Global Security Priorities 

Act being introduced by Congressmen McGovern and 
Lungren. This resolution will link long-term savings 
derived from reducing our nuclear arsenal to increased 
support for nuclear nonproliferation efforts and child 
survival programs. Take action on Global Security. Pray 
for an end to the nuclear threat. 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Party  
St. Vincent-St. Mary Parents’ Club invites you to “The 
First and Best St. Patrick’s Day Party in Town!” for 
dinner and dancing, Saturday, March 6 in the St. V-M 
Student Center, 6:00 to 11:30pm. Tickets are $15 per 
person. RSVP to St. Patrick’s Day Party, 1186 Maxfli Dr. 
Rd., Akron, Ohio 44312 (make checks payable to St. V-
M Parents’ Club). Please call 330-645-6672 with any 
questions. 
 

Open Your Heart This Lent 
The Catholic Commission of Summit County’s Parish 
Justice Outreach Committee invites you to learn more 
about the economic realities of hunger and homelessness 
in Summit County and how you can help Saturday, 
February 13, 8:30-11:30am at the Catholic Commission 
office, 795 Russell Avenue. Presenters include Joe May 
and a guest of the Catholic Worker House and Mike 
Oldham who coordinates a group that goes out with a 
van to meet needs. Resource Kits will be available and 
include information on how to connect people in need 
to organizations, connections for people willing to 
volunteer, ideas and ways to help behind the scenes, all 
contact information for organizations. This will be a 
comprehensive list of what is available to people in 
Summit County. RSVP to Ann Coplan at 
axcoplan@clevelandcatholiccharities.org or 330-535-
2787 by Tuesday, February 9 so that enough materials 
are available. 
 

Divorced, Separated & Widowed 
The Divorced Separated and Widowed Catholics of 
Akron is sponsoring a talk by Dr. Kelly Gallagher, DC 
of Advanced Chiropractic and Wellness Center on 
"Vitamins, Herbs and Healthy Foods." It will be held on 
Monday, February 8 at 7:30pm at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Convent Building, 1945 Portage Trail. This event 
is open at no cost to single people of all faiths. 
Refreshments at 7:15pm. For information call Frank 330
-801-0527 or Sharon 330-612-3635. 
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Sharing the Gospel  
 
Jesus was powerful enough to control the fish in the sea! Peter caught 
no fish by himself  one night. With Jesus' help, Peter caught more fish 
than his boat could carry. When Peter saw what Jesus did, he was afraid. 
How would you feel? 
 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear God, your power is so amazing! 
 
©2008 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151-0817 - 1-800-950-9952 x2469 - LPiResourceCenter.com 

Growing with the Gospel 



John H. Gerstenmaier, Jr., D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

 3094 W. Market St.
 Ste. 260
 Akron, Ohio 44333

 (330) 867-5688

BERNIE CHUPEK, AGT.
1655 W. MARKET ST. AT HAWKINS AVE., RM. 235

AKRON, OHIO 44313
OFF: 330-867-1886 · 1-800-824-4607

 !"#$%&'(!&)*+,-%&".*&/01,*!$.
55 S. Miller Rd., Suite 101
Fairlawn  (330) 864-3331

J&J Plumbing Service
864-1700

Plumbing Repair & Replacement
Drain Cleaning· Faucets · Water Heaters 
· Disposals · Water, Gas, or Drain Pipes

City and State Licensed, Insured
   VISA/MC $5Discount with Ad
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 Akron-Fairlawn Marathon  
 Highland Towing
 A Division of Irace Automotive Inc.

· COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
· TOWING-SERVICE-SNOWPLOWING
· 24 HOUR ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE
· OVER 50 YEARS SAME LOCATION

2265 W. Market St. · 330-836-7247
 AKRON, OH 44313 OPEN 7am - 7pm

American Tuckpointing
(330) 835-1671

All Types Masonry
Brick, Block, Stucco, & Stone
Chimney Repair & Rebuild

Small Jobs Welcome
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 1655 W. Market St.
 Akron, OH 44313

Jeff Durkin, OD, FAAO
Doctor of Optometry

 Telephone:
 (330) 867-1104

AKRON AREA ORAL AND 
MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY 

ASSOCIATES
JOHN N. SANTIN, D.D.S., INC.

 · Wisdom Teeth  · Extractions  · Implants 
 · General Anesthesia  · Sedation

 WEST AKRON
 733 W. Market St., Ste. 107
 Akron, OH 44303
 330-762-6060
 CITY OF GREEN
 3503 Fortuna Dr., Ste.1
 Akron, OH 44312
 330-645-6637

Paying more than $35 a
month for Car Insurance?

Call us today! · Low Down Payments · All Driving Records Welcome
Local Agencies! We can Help!!! Walhaven Building

 Rob Germano
 Personal Trainer, Parishioner

A#ordable and customized to $t your lifestyle
(330) 794-1690 · Email: sym@att.net

MARKET DAY
FUNDRAISING FOOD CO-OP

Purchasing Restaurant Quality Food
Each Month - 10% Goes To Our School

Approximately 150 Products To Choose From Each Month
Call Shelley Radik  330-869-9832
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Please don't cuss, Call
the company you can Trust

Trust and Quality - Satisfaction Guaranteed
330-864-8756

IMMEDIATE COVERAGE!

CALL TODAY! (330) 836-1234
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ROBERT E. SMITH,  D.D.S., INC.
COMPREHENSIVE  COSMETIC  D ENTISTRY

GENERAL  D ENTIST

(330) 666-7800 · 800-335-3369
3610 W. Market St., Akron
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Excellence in Funeral Service for 46 Years
Serving St. Sebastian Parish at:

39 S. Miller Road, Fairlawn 
Sam Ciriello                        Nick Ciriello

330-836-3100
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D*#')* A. H"$,($
Attorney at Law

 Parishioner
FERGUSON / HANLON

 Third Floor
 57 S. Broadway St.
 Akron, OH 44308
 13302 769-::33
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 · Transportation/Errands
 · Companion Care
 · Personal Care Needs
 · Meal Preparation
 · Light Housekeeping
 · Back-up Child Care
 · Screened-Bonded-Insured

330-869-HOME (4663)
pbonacuse@homewatchcaregivers.com

 Experience worth its weight in SOLD
 Linda Jarboe, CSP, RRS, SRES
 Parishioner · Over 20 Years of Real Estate Experience
 Quality Service Award · Mega Million Dollar Producer
 330-670-0899

 Colors By Kathleen
  Interior/Exterior Color Consultant
 H 330.867.6151
 C 330.618.1949
 kathleennegrelli@msn.com
Free Consultation Parishioner

   Independent Apartments & Villas
 Assisted Living
 Private Skilled Nursing Suites

970 Sumner Parkway · Copley OH., 44321
(Located across from Copley High School)

330-664-1289

PORT ARANSAS, TEXAS
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Paul Bonacuse,
Owner
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For Advertising Information, call
JOE PORTER at LPi today!
1.800.477.4574 · 216.325.6825 ext 256

JPorter@4LPi.com


