St. Christopher ®Parish

}
Mass Schedule

o

Saturday: X
4:30 PM One Voice Contemporary

Sunday: 7:30 AM
9 AM Acclamation Contemporary
11 AM Voice of Faith Choir

Confession:
Wednesday at 7 PM  Saturday at 4 PM

St. Christopher Church 2660 Niagara $alls Blvd., Tonawanda, NY 14150
St. Edmund Campus 530 Ellicott Creek Road Tonawanda, N 14150




ST. CHRISTOPHER PARISH

TONAWANDA, NY

Sunday, January 22:

7:30 AM Judith DelGaudio by Jim & Janice Hoeflich
9:00 AM Edward Hickey
by Margaret Hickey & Family
11:00 AM Marguerite Bauer by Goergen Family
Monday, January 23:
6:45 AM Jean Elniski by Kirk & Barbara Downing
and Dick & Pat Berger
Tuesday, January 24:
8:00 AM*  Margaret McPhillips
by Mary Ann & Steve Indelicato
8:00 AM*  Joseph Lipcznski by Margot & Tom Costello
Wednesday, January 25:
6:45 AM Pauline & Edward Mohr by Family
Thursday, January 26:
8:00 AM* Kenneth Olsson by the Lardner Family
Friday, January 27:
6:45 AM Diana & Susan Fera by Estate
Saturday, January 28:
8:00 AM Joseph Kelly by Wife, Shirley Kelly
4:30 PM Rosemarie Murphy

by Jim & Rose Marie Schuler
Sunday, January 29:

7:30 AM Marie Farkas by Mary Lou Mancuso
9:00 AM William & Marie Brooks
by Larry & Lois McCormick
11:00 AM Josephine C. Lombardo

by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony LLombardo

* Mass to be concelebrated.

GIFT BEARERS
When attending a Mass in memory of a loved one,
you are invited to present the
gifts at the Offertory.
Please see any usher when you arrive at Mass.

Readings for the Week of January 22, 201 Lo g pusicuions

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18
Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5/Mk 4:21-25

Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41
Next Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
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Do nuts

There will be a coffee & donut social
Sunday, January 22" after ALL Masses
in the school cafeteria.
Please come and enjoy friendship and warmth
during these cold winter days.

BAPTISMS

We welcome
Charlotte Ann Kirchman
through the waters of Baptism.

REST IN PEACE

Rev. Anthony M. Bianco, CRSP, Thomas Dikeman,
Vincent Pistone, Monsignor William A. Schwinger

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

There will be a collection next weekend,
January 28/29 for Catholic Relief
Cath@hg Services. Contributions will aid victims of
Rehef natural disasters and advocate for the less
' s ﬁﬂa’l cas fortunate. Please use the envelope in your
o weekly packet and be as
generous as possible.

FAITH BOOK
3 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; Psalm 25; I Cor 7: 29-31; Mark 1: 14-20

From today’s Gospel reading: Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God: "This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.”

Reflection: Jesus announces a moment of fulfillment.
This moment is a unique time, a time of God’s visitation.
We welcome his message and the approach of God into
our lives. God is the one whose rule we will accept and
with God our lives will be transformed.

So we ask ourselves:
Is there an emptiness in our lives we know we can’t fulfill
on our own? What are we doing about addressing it?

THE POWER OF PRAYER

Evening Prayer: Someone has said that if Christians
really understood the full extent of the power we have
available through prayer, we might be speechless. Did you
know that during WWII there was an advisor to
Churchill who organized a group of people who dropped
what they were doing every day at a prescribed hour for
one minute to collectively pray for the safety of England,
its people and peace? There is now a group of people
organizing the same thing here in America. If you would
like to participate: Every evening at 9 PM Eastern Time,
stop whatever you are doing and spend one minute
praying for the safety of the United States, our troops, our
citizens, and for a return to a Godly nation. Our prayers
are the most powerful asset we have. Pass this along to
your praying friends.
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COMMITMENT TO PARSH LIFE:
DECEMBER 2011 REVIEW

Advent/ Christmas is one of the busiest times in the life of a vibrant par-
ish. Many thanks go to many people for sharing their time and talents this
past December ...

The month started with a Coffee Donut Social on the 4th. Eileen Collins
and her team of helpers host this monthly event open to everyone after all
Sunday Masses. Paula’s Donuts and social time always make it well-
attended.

The Cantata chorale and their 50 voices rehearsed in November through
December and presented their beautiful Christmas music to a full church
on the Sunday prior to Christmas.

This year the Advent Penance Service was held in conjunction with two of
our neighbor parishes, St. Pius X and St. Jude in order to share the time
and value of our parish priests. St. Pius hosted the Penance service on
the 19th and in upcoming years it will rotate to the other parishes. Given
the declining number of priests and the demands of parish communities,
Parish Council and Strategic Planning are working with neighboring par-
ishes on more services like this.

A school winter band concert was conducted (Dec. 1) under the leader-
ship of Mrs. Cheryl Jaenecke, our music teacher; a church full of friends
and family enjoyed the music. The traditional Kindergarten play was per-
formed twice — once for school students and family and a second time for
pre-K families and friends. Everyone in attendance was enthralled with
the performance of our youngest students, assisted by teachers and
aides, and 22 new kindergarten students were registered that day. Audi-
tions and practices for the school musical, Willy Wonka also began this
month and the play will be performed at the Ellicott Creek Playhouse
thanks to a budding relationship with our tenant, Niagara Regional Thea-
tre.

Nearly 2,900 people attended Christmas Mass at St. Christopher. Extra
Masses, including a double at 4 pm (in the parish center) require much
“behind the scene preparation”. Liturgy planning, decorating, additional
priests, extra liturgical ministers including deacons, musicians, cantors,
lectors, Eucharistic ministers, altar servers, ushers & greeters all come
together to make Christmas a very special and beautiful liturgical event.
Hours, days and weeks of time go into planning, practicing and “getting
ready”.

Our Outreach and St. Vincent de Paul ministries and the many people
that assist them are also extra busy at this time of the year. 183 families
were served food bundles, 565 were helped through the clothing pantry
and 750+ toys/gifts were purchased from the gift tree. Six families were
also helped by St. Vincent de Paul. Hundreds of parishioners assisted by
sorting food and gifts, distributing them, or donating /purchasing the food,
hats/mittens, and toys/gifts that make Christmas merry for those less
fortunate.

In the midst of all the extra preparations for Christmas, regular routines
still continue. During December, there were 2 Baptisms, 6 regular times
for Confession, 13 regular weekend Masses and 29 weekday Masses, 1
wedding and 10 funerals.

DECEMBER FINANCIALS  2011-12 2010-11 DIFFERENCE
REGULAR OFFERTORY $97,751 $ 96,328 +1.5%
CHRISTMAS (special envelope) $ 22,042 $ 18,629 +18.3%
DEC. TOTAL $119,793 $114,957 +4.2%
YEAR-TO-DATE $406,204 $410,609 - -1.1%

Thank you for your generosity of time, talent and donations
during December and throughout the year.

YJshers),

PARISH EMAIL UPDATE

We are trying to make our parish email listing more
complete and accurate. Please email the parish

office at reception@saintchris.org with your current
address and/or if there are changes to your
individual/family profile. We are planning to initiate
a new weekly update memo that will be emailed.
Watch the bulletin for additional details.

USHERS NEEDED

Looking to get more involved
and add meaning to your Mass experience? Become a St.
Christopher usher. The ushers are looking for men,
women and couples to help usher at all masses. If you are
interested please call Diane Ventresca 636-0099 or Scott
Gorny 691-2869 or see any usher after Mass for more
information.

BUILD YOURSELF
AN ARK

Tuesday mornings through
March 13 in Room A (Library),
St. Edmund, 10 - 11 AM.
Discover how to “build yourself an ark” — a place of
safety and protection — not with wood, but with the Word
of God. Join Jody Tosto in experiencing practical ways to
learn about and apply the scriptures to the adventures of
daily life. There is no "homework," no formal lessons. Just
bring your Bible, a cup of coffee, a friend, and your open
heart. Call Jody at 694-6276 for details. All are welcome.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2011

Financial statements reflecting your donations for 2011
will be available by request. Please complete this form
and return it in the collection basket or to the Parish
Office and your financial statement will be available for
pick-up in the Hospitality Room beginning the weekend
of January 28/29.
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Address:

Parish ID*:

*This number appears just above
your name on your envelopes.






