
MASSES
Saturday Evening:  5 p.m.
Sunday:  8, 10 a.m.
Holy Days:  As announced
Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. or as announced

Rectory:  26 Erie Ave.
Phone: !"#$%"&''!(! Fax:  532-4096
School: !)&!*+!,-./!01+!(! Phone:  532-2520 
Religious Education:  257-5486
Church Hall:  532-3455

Rev. Daniel P. Walsh, Parish Priest
Mr. Patrick J. Brady, Principal

Deacon Fred Johnson
Deacon Thomas A. McDonnell

January 3, 2010

St. Joseph's
26 Erie Avenue

Gowanda, New York 14070

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday at 4:15 p.m. 

RCIA:  Classes forming. Please contact the Rectory.

Baptisms:  Upon request; Pre-baptismal Instruction is required. Parents must be registered and 
worshiping members of the Parish.

Pre-Cana:  Classes can be scheduled by calling the Rectory.

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance at the Rectory.

New Parishioners  are welcome and cordially invited to register at the Rectory.



Magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw 
his star at its rising and have come to 
do him homage." - Mt 2:1b-2 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 
CCD. 
 
VOCATION VIEW 
Pray to know how God wants to use your talents and 
abilities. Could it be He is calling you to consider 
priesthood or religious life? If God is calling you, call Rev. 
Walter Szczesny at 847-5535. 
 
FINDING JESUS 
When we bite into a piece of Rosca de Reyes, and find the 
ceramic child, it means more than finding a doll to bring to 
a church; it!s the joy we feel at finding a treasure, 
something special, precious and valuable, but something 
that carries certain obligations as well. 
When the magi went in search of Christ, they gathered 
tribute for him, followed the star that announced his birth, 
and found more than a baby. 
They found, with joy, the King of the universe and the 
climax of God!s promises to the world. 
May we never forget that, as with the Rosca de Reyes, we 
and the magi both gain a treasure at Epiphany, a treasure of 
joys, and responsibilities to act as befits the children of a 
heavenly king. 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 
Offertory Envelopes ............................................. $3984 
Loose Money ......................................................... $635 
Christmas Flower Offering .................................... $680 
Religious Retirement Appeal ................................. $647 
194 of the 360 envelopes were returned#thank you for 
being a supporting %partner&'. 
 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For all those serving in our Armed Forces here and 
around the world. 

For those who are ill including Mickey Cummings, Ruby 
Kempf, Joyce Gemmill, Virginia Noecker, Spc. Don 
Woodard, Jr, and Sgt. James Hackemer.  
 
DAILY MARRIAGE TIP 
For some couples dark nights bring depression. 
If you are among those who are currently 
struggling in your marriage, turn to the power 
of prayer as one resource. 
You can find the %Daily Marriage Tips' by visiting the 
USCCB %For Your Marriage' website at www.
foryourmarriage.org 
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
If you or someone you know is struggling with finances, 
domestic violence or child behavior issues, Catholic 
Charities is the place to start. Find help through a caring 
staff member who can help sort out the issues at one of our 
many neighborhood offices. For more information, call 
856-4494 or go to www.ccwny.org 
 
HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS 
If you know of a parishioner who is unable to attend Mass 
because of age or illness but would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please call the Rectory (532-5100). 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE JANUARY 9-10, 2010 
 

5:00 PM 
Altar Servers: Dylan, Rhiannon * Alexis Sager 
Eucharistic Ministers: Val Sager, Carol Sheibley, Fred Johnson 
Lector:  Pat Volk 
 
8:00 AM 
Altar Servers: Matt Kehr, Ethan * Brent McHale, Matt Minnick 
Eucharistic Ministers: Maureen Minnick, Jody McHale, Sharon 

Noecker 
Lector:  Kevin Smith 
 
10:00 AM 
Altar Servers: Benjamin Myzel, Zachary, Adrian * Haley Gallo-

way 
Eucharistic Ministers: Lorraine Thorp, Mary Brown, Helen 

Zimmermann 
Lector:  Cindy Johnson 

 
Please call a substitute if you are unable to serve. Thank you"  

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week for 
Happy New Year wishes for Fr. Dan and all 
St. Joseph parishioners as requested by Dan 
and Lillian 



EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 
      Stars are amazing-not the people who claim star-status 
because of their work in sports or entertainment-but the 
stars that populate the universe. Most are between one and 
ten billion years old, a time span impossible to 
comprehend. Other than the sun, the closest star to Earth is 
Proxima Centauri, about twenty-five trillion miles away, 
another calculation that is impossible to comprehend. The 
exponential numbers scientists use when working with 
stars, whether it is age, distance, weight, composition, 
luminosity, or any other characteristic, race beyond our 
everyday calculations of hundreds and thousands. Stars are 
just too big for us humans. 
      No wonder Matthew's infancy narrative included a star 
as the sign for the newborn king. Everything about this 
child's birth seemed unimportant: born in Bethlehem 
instead of the big city, Jerusalem; unknown to the 
important people of the day; the pregnant woman taken into 
Joseph's home quietly so as not to cause scandal; a quiet, 
unremarkable birth in an unimportant country in the 
empire. 
      But then there's that star! Big, shining, revealing that 
there is more to this event than meets the eye. Visitors 
come from afar, and upset the balance of power as they 
seek the child who would be king. Epiphany is the 
manifestation of Christ to the world. And the star shows 
him to be who he really is-king of the universe and Lord of 
all. So it shouldn't seem so strange to us that Matthew 
would point out one of those incomprehensible entities in 
the night sky as the signifier of the One who is beyond all 
human understanding. What is remarkable is that that One 
came to be one of us so that we could understand him. 
 
©2009 Liturgical Publications Inc 

3500 CLUB DRAWING 
$1000          Dan and Roseann Gernatt (#41) 
$100            Lloyd & Debbie Jones (#167) 
$100            John & Debi Rebmann (#6) 
$100            Jackie Schindler (#23) 
$100            Bill & Lynn Cole (#263) 
$100            Tom & Pat Howard (#111) 
$100            Alison & Ron Connolly (#177) 
$100            Mike Ragona (#193) 
$100            Pat & Diana Howard (#114) 
$50              Marty Reid (#29) 
$50              Paula Winship & Amelia Mosher (#170) 
$50              Maryann Langless (#218) 
$50              Sharon & Bob Peglowski (#19) 
$50              Joe & Shirley Troutman (#17) 
$50              Don Lazar (#53) 

$30 winners to be drawn at the 3500 Club Party. Watch 
bulletin for party details. 
 

GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE STUDY 
The January Schedule for our Bible Study is as follows: 
 

Jan. 5           9:30-11:30 am   at Helen Zimmermann"s 
Jan. 12         7-9pm in the Sacristy of the Church 
Jan. 19         9:30-11:30am    at Helen Zimmermann"s 
Jan. 26         7-9pm in the Sacristy of the Church 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
January 21-22, 2010 
Any teens interested in participating in the Youth Rally 
being held in Washington D.C. should contact the Diocesan 
Office of Pro-Life (847-2205) to make reservations for the 
bus. Should you have any questions, please contact Wilma 
Parry (257-5486). 
 

SJS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
The SJS After School Program is in need of gently used 
toys (many were lost in the August flood). Should you have 
any questions, please contact Theresa at 532-3455 and 
leave a message. Thank you! 
 

DIOCESAN YOUTH CONVENTION 
Information regarding the 58th Annual Diocesan Youth 
Convention is now available. The dates are February 12-14, 
2010. This year"s special guests will be %Doug Tooke & 
David Casey*. Contact Wilma Parry (257-5486) for your 
registration packet and to discuss fundraising ideas. 
 

BLESSING OF HOMES FOR EPIPHANY 
The Sunday after New Year's Day is the feast of the 
Epiphany. In imitation of the magi, who, according to 
Matthew's Gospel, came to the home of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph, we ask Christ to visit our home and to bless all who 
dwell there. Come join us at church on the Epiphany and 
pick up a blessing prayer and a piece of chalk to inscribe 
above the door: 20+C+M+ B+10 for the year and the Latin 
words /Christus mansionem benedicat,/ May Christ bless 
this house. 
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Saturday, January 2 
    5:00 p.m.    Estelle Kobiolka • by Frank Butzer and 

family 
Sunday, January 3 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
    8:00 a.m.    Donald Noecker • by Valerie Mazurek 
  10:00 a.m.    Joseph Nemeth • by wife, Maria 
Monday, January 4 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
      8:30 a.m.     Bernard Feldmann • by Eileen & Tim     
                          McCarthy 
Tuesday, January 5 
St. John Neumann, bishop 
    8:30 a.m.    Henry Was • by Carol & Tony 
Wednesday, January 6 
Blessed Andre Bessette 
    8:30 a.m.    Veronica Palen • by Ruth Murphy & family 
Thursday, January 7 
St. Raymond of Penafort 
      8:30 a.m.     Communion Service 
Friday, January 8 
    8:30 a.m.    Agnes Rogers (birthday remembrance) • by 

Peter & Helen Zimmermann 
Saturday, January 9 
    8:00 a.m.    Jeanette Sajdak • by Sue Kuppler-Macielak 
    5:00 p.m.    Lucille Andres • by Otto & Arlene Duggan 
Sunday, January 10 
The Baptism of the Lord 
    8:00 a.m.    Donald Noecker • by Jonathan & Laura 

Valone and family 
  10:00 a.m.    Veronica Palen • by St. Joseph Church Choir 
 

*Please remember that all Masses are subject to change. 
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Q. Q. Q. Q. I learned recently that many of our customs and 

traditions are rooted in pagan rites and holidays. Doesn't 
that diminish their significance? 
 

A. A. A. A. As much as some people might think that 

Christianity is unique, or that faith somehow dropped from 
heaven, it really can't be separated from culture, history and 
civilization. One influences the other as well as contributes 
to it. How much richer is faith because of art and 
architecture? How much richer are they because of faith? 
So the origin of things is not necessarily a reflection on 
something's worth or value. The value of customs and 
traditions have more to do with how we understand them 
than where they came from. 
Some holidays and traditions were already practiced by 
converts to the faith and they added or changed the 
significance and meaning of the feasts and customs they 
knew. It shows how faith influences culture and changes 
history. Perhaps it is a good metaphor for us. Faith changes 
us, makes our history-and our future-different. When faith 
becomes our primary value, it also becomes the measure of 
our society. Customs and traditions take on a different 
meaning, and we repeat what those who have gone before 
us have done: we bring Christ and his Gospel to our world. 
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   New Registration         Change of Address 
   Want Envelopes          Other___________ 
 
Name_______________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Phone #_____________________ 
 
 

Please drop in the offertory basket or mail to the Rectory 
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United Farm Family Insurance Company
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pizza · subs · wings & more...
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 ONE CALL
 DOES IT ALL
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