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DAYS OF 
CELEBRATION 

Epiphany, Baptism of Je-
sus, and more. 

 

ASK THE PASTOR 
Pastor Mark’s ‘Heavenly 
Chili’ recipe. 

 

SELF vs. JESUS 
A member’s story of 
growth through the Word. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
See which of our active 
small groups is high-
lighted in this issue. 

 

FAMILY 
RESOLUTIONS 

A few ideas to help your 
family grow in Christ with 
the New Year. 

 

SOTL SCHOOL 
Details on the much de-
served accreditation! 

N ations will come to your light, and N ations will come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn.kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
  

~Isaiah 60:3~~Isaiah 60:3~  
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In an attempt to try 
and be relevant, modern 
Christian pastors (and I’m 
not without fault in this) 
have become fond of ser-
mon series meant to catch 
the attention of hearers.  
This is not entirely bad, as 
we do have a responsibil-
ity to speak a historic 
message in the language 
of today.  One of the unin-
tended consequences 
though is that many rich 
stories of the Bible have 
almost been forgotten.  
For many Christians the 
only festivals in the church 
are Christmas and Easter, 
but there is so much 
more. 

Between Christmas and 
the season of Lent this 
year alone we will com-
memorate the Epiphany, 
the Baptism of Jesus, the 
first miracle at Cana, and 
the Transfiguration of our 
Lord.  Each of these cele-
brations tells us some-
thing important about our 
Savior Jesus. 

  Epiphany  

  On Epiphany 
  we hear the 
  story of the 3 
  wise men who 
  bowed down  

 

at sight of the baby Jesus 
(Matthew 2:1-12).  This 
was their acknowledgment 
that this child was no ordi-
nary son, but rather the 
truly divine Son of God 
himself, sent to save the 
world. 

  Baptism 
  of Jesus 

  Short of his 
  death and res-
  urrection, there 
  is no event in 
  Jesus’ life more 
important for our salvation 
than his baptism (Matthew 
3:13-17).  This puzzles 
many people, including 
even John the Baptist who 
wondered why Jesus would 
need to be baptized.  The 
baptism of Jesus pointed to 
his death.  Though he had 
no sin he became sin for us 
(2 Corinthians 5:21).  So, 
just as he borrowed our 
sin, he borrowed our bap-
tism. 

  Miracle  

  at Cana  

  At this first 
miracle of Jesus we see 
him reveal his glory, and 
this caused the disciples to 
put their faith in him (John 
2:1-11).  This is a fore-

shadowing of the wonder-
ful wedding feast that we’ll 
share with the Lamb of 
God for eternity. 

  The  
  Transfigu-
  ration of 
  our Lord 

  In the Trans-
figuration we see Jesus as 
the pure and holy Son of 
God (Mark 9:2-8).  Jesus 
appears in dazzling white.  
His disciples received a 
greater glimpse of Jesus’ 
glory, which was especially 
meaningful in light of the 
death that he said he 
would soon die.  Because 
of his divinity he would 
also rise again! 

I’ll be taking the time to 
share these stories with 
you this winter and spring.  
They may seem like events 
stuck in the past, but they 
are integral to our under-
standing of a Savior who is 
every bit as relevant today 
as he was 2000 years ago. 

Pastor Mark Milatz 

January 3 —Epiphany 

January 10 —Baptism of Jesus 

January 17 —Miracle at Cana 

February 14 —Transfiguration 
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Super Bowl Sunday is coming 
up and there is no better way to 
celebrate than with a piping hot 
bowl of chili.  And there is no chili 
that is sure to deliver like mine (I 
know the apostle Paul tells us to 
be on guard about boasting, but 
you’d understand if you ever had 
a bowl).   Here is my recipe.  No 
thanks are necessary —your 
smiles will be enough! 

 

(The following will make a large 
crock-pot full, which was good 
enough for a pastor buddy and I to 
enjoy a weekend full of meals dur-
ing Michigan-Ohio St. weekend) 

 

Hot Sauce depending on your 
desired heat (word of warning —
a little bit goes a long way).   On 
Saturday heat for 2-3 hours, 
stirring regularly.  Turn off and 
let it sit overnight.  Sunday 
when you get back from church 
turn it back on high for a few 
hours and it will be ready to go 
before game time. 

A simple recipe, and yet, oh 
so good!  It’ll be enough to put a 
smile on your face until the year 
the Lions are finely playing the 
Super Bowl and you don’t care 
what you’ll eat!  

Pastor Milatz 

P.S. By the way, do you think you 
have a good chili recipe?  If so, why 
don’t you test it out on Sunday, 
January 24 immediately following 
the 11am worship service?  Our 
school PTO will be sponsoring a chili
-cook-off.  Check out the News and 
Notes for more details! 

2lbs ground beef (you can sub-
stitute ground turkey if you 
wish) 

2-3 15 oz cans tomato sauce 

2 15 oz cans finely diced toma-
toes 

3 15 oz cans chili beans 

1 finely chopped garlic clove 

1 medium finely chopped onion 

Chili powder 

Black Pepper 

Sriracha Chili Hot Sauce 

Brown Sugar 

Brown the beef.  Mix with 
sauce (use 2-3 cans depending 
on your desired thickness), diced 
tomatoes, chili beans, garlic, and 
onion (can be added on the side 
if you wish).   Add ¼ cup chili 
powder, 3 table spoons black 
pepper, 2 table spoons brown 
sugar.  Then add Sriracha Chili 

An old American Shaker 
Dance tune has the lyric, “’Tis 
the gift to be simple, ‘Tis the 
gift to be free, ‘Tis the gift to 
come down where we ought 
to be.”  

Some good wisdom there! 
Life can get very complicated. 
We have so bought into the 
accumulation of stuff that we 
sometimes lose track of what 
matters most, what we live 
for, and what we’d die for.  

The church can be like that. 
We can get very busy and 
sometimes lose track of what 
we stand for, why we’re here. 
On any week night at our 
church, there might be 5-10 

things going on, and some-
times one wonders, with all 
our busyness, whether any 
thread of meaning runs 
through it all. 

That’s where values come 
in. They help us say “Yes!” 
and they help us say “No!” to 
apparent opportunities. Most 
important they give meaning 
to what we do. We’ve all 
looked at things in the attic or 
the garage that we were sure 
we needed at the time. Now 
they sit unused. How much 
better to know why we need 
something rather than move 
from fad to fad, impulse to 
impulse! 

So last fall our Board of Di-
rectors began the process of 
defining our values as a 
church.  Those values tell us 
where we are going as a 
church.  

So, where are we going?  
Perhaps you’ve caught wind of 

it already.  We are striving to 
be a church of “Brothers and 
sisters in Christ committed to 
transforming homes!”  We 
want to be a home-centered/
church-supported ministry.  
That means that our church 
programs exist to equip and 
empower you to live a life of 
faith centered in your homes 
and families. We don’t just 
want to get people to church.  
We want people to come to 
church to receive the neces-
sary tools and strength to live 
the faith away from church.  
Most especially, we want the 
next generation of faith to be 
led and taught by you!  If you 
don’t see that happening, let 
me know and we’ll simplify!  

That’s a good start and a 
simple one. It has us coming 
down right out of the gate just 
where we ought to be. Not a 
bad thought as a new year 
begins – keep it simple.  † 

Pastor Mark Milatz 
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As my 
family and 
I prepare 
to move 
away from 
our church 
family, 
friends, 
and school 
here at 
SOTL, I 
look back 

on my time here and marvel at 
the great transformation I per-
sonally have undergone.  I am so 
happy to say that I indeed "was 
lost but now am found."  With 
tears of joy flowing from my eyes 
as I start to type this, I would 
like to share some insights and 
learnings from my journey thus 
far in the hopes that I may in-
spire and encourage others to 
soften their hearts and challenge 
themselves to explore or continue 
to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.  
There is an absolute night and 
day difference between truly 
"getting it" and almost "getting 
it." 

Let me set the stage of where 
my journey started when I 
started to attend SOTL.  Raised 
Catholic (Dad always stayed 
home except for Christmas and 
Easter), viewed Jesus as the ex-
ample to emulate, was confident 
in myself, viewed attending 
church as checking the box and 
giving a token hour of the week 
to God, immediately headed for 
the doors after church ended, 
liked blending into a large church 
crowd, never read the Bible - it 
was read to me at church on 

ple, conflicting, correct answers 
to 2+2.  The Truth Project DVD 
Bible study was truly transfor-
mational for me.  One aspect of 
this series was that it exposed 
me to information that I had 
never been presented with.  I 
would recommend everyone to 
go through this DVD video series 
as well; you don't know what 
you don't know.  Our main-
stream society (especially the 
government) has gone to and 
continues to go to great lengths 
to shield as many people as pos-
sible from powerful historical 
facts and information that reveal 
the clearly Christian influences 
in our country. 

Next are some highlights of 
other aspects of my transforma-
tion: 

Reading the Bible :  On gen-
eral principle, part of me 
wanted to read the whole 
Bible - possibly in a year.  
Well I have not made it fully 
through yet, but I should 
complete it in about 1.5 
years.  I've learned that it is 
full of wisdom and can be 
quite engaging.  The Daily 
Audio Bible podcast (iPod) 
has enabled me to get into 
the Bible - and gave me the 
option to go for exercise 
walks at the same time:) 

Bible Study : I now look for-
ward to it (vs. avoiding it) 
and co-led a small group 
with my wife - I learned it 
can be FUN too - even  a 
men's study:) 

Contemporary music :  
Though I still am not com-
fortable with the hand wav-
ing stuff, I have moved from 
tolerating the music if (due 
to sleep needs) we had to 
attend the 11:00 service, to 
enjoying much of it and mak-
ing my own mix CDs for the 
car.  I even listen to Chris-
tian radio now! 

4 year old asking to pray at 

Sunday after all, absolutely could 
not stand contemporary Chris-
tian music, barely gave money 
at all (it was mine and I earned 
it with my hard work and effort), 
my wife was by far the strongest 
Christian in the household, Bible 
study was not appealing in the 
least bit (I heard it read and ser-
monized in church), men's Bible 
study seemed exceedingly awk-
ward.  My wife Susan and I were 
"shopping" for a church that 
would meet my/our church con-
sumer needs - we had come 
from very polar opposite Chris-
tian backgrounds (Catholic vs. 
small "praise, praise" church as I 
called it:).   

How far I have come with the 
help and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  My transformation was 
not a result of any decision I 
made to "believe" or any certain 
program or event the church had 
sponsored.  Rather, getting into 
God's word and learning more 
about him in Bible study 
(between services and small 
group) played the leading role.  
My heart had been softened and 
the Holy Spirit (though various 
means) led me to learn more. 

Self vs. Jesus: 

Everything boils down to the 
question of Self vs. Jesus.  It is 
a 100% or 0% question.   
Tithing was the final straw for 
me personally.  If tithing 10% of 
the income that God has blessed 
you with is even remotely a 
"have to" proposition because 
the Bible says so, I would ven-
ture to guess that you have not 
experienced the full, joyful trans-
formation of relinquishing the 
power and focus on self in favor 
of Jesus.  This step was the final 
straw for me. 

Truth: 

There is only one right answer 
to 2+2; the correct answer is not 
open to interpretation or feeling.  
I believe the same holds true for 
"religion."  There can't be multi-



 

Shepherd’s Voice 5  

dinner :  It was awesome to 
have my oldest son Christo-
pher ask out of the blue to 
say the prayer at the dinner 
table instead of Mom or Dad.  
We all rotate now:) 

Witnessing :  Though still a 
challenge, I now look forward 
to being able to witness vs. 
taking the easy route and 
succumbing to societal pres-
sure to keep my mouth shut.  
We all need  to do this, it's not 
easy or comfortable at first, 
but nothing of great value 
comes easy.  It's very OK to 
NOT know the answer to a 
question or challenge - it 
gives you a reason to find out 
the answer and re-engage 
with the person a second time 
to continue the conversation;) 

Compassion :  Beyond tithing 
to the church, we sponsor 

children through Compassion 
International to help spread 
God's word throughout the 
world.  It's a great feeling 
that I hope others get to ex-
perience as well. 

My family and I are so 
blessed, and it gives me goose 
bumps when it seems obvious 
that God is lining things up 
amazingly for us.  Moving to Vir-
ginia is one clear example.  First 
off, I am blessed to have a job in 
this tough economy, let alone be 
promoted and offered a moving 
package.  The sellers of the 
home we bought in Virginia hap-
pened to be strong Christians 
too.  They are moving to Colo-
rado Springs to work for Com-
passion International - goose 
bumps. 

If I can answer any questions 
or possibly help anyone in their 

journey in building their relation-
ship in Jesus Christ, I'd be privi-
leged to do so - even remotely 
from our new home in Virginia 
(jefftopo@yahoo.com).   

Lastly, if the Holy Spirit or 
Pastor Mark speaking the truth 
makes you a bit uncomfortable 
at times as you sit in the pews, I 
pray that you do something 
about it.  I'm glad I was made to 
feel uncomfortable at times, and 
I know it is possible to release 
the grip on self in favor of Jesus.  
It is very worth it and brings a 
whole new level of joy and peace 
to your life. 

By Jeff Topoleski 

 

SOTL Young Adult/20 Something 
Small Group 

Community (noun): 1  :  a unified 
body of individuals (Merriman-
Webster). A church community is 
also a unified body of individuals 
united by the love of Christ and 
brought together to worship, fel-
lowship and learn about Him. 

Very recently, SOTL was blessed 
with the creation of a community 

for young adults in their 20s to 
early 30s. A small group for this 
age group has not existed until re-
cently and the current group has 
been together since September.  

The group started with four 
young women and has grown to 
six. These women meet every other 
Sunday and are starting a new 
study starting in January. They re-
cently attended Advent by Candle-
light together and have been orga-
nizing the annual Cookie Sale. 
These women are still getting to 
know each other as friends and sis-
ters in Christ. 

Stephanie DeFever  

Angie Theil, Stephanie DeFever, Nicole Landerschier,  
Kristen Folk, Ashley Baumker & Lindsey Serbay 

Men you are invited to an in-
formal breakfast that is held 
every Monday morning at the 
“The Lil Chef Restaurant” at 101 
Brookside Ln. Brighton. 

Breakfast begins at 7:00 AM. 
By 8:00 AM we are on our way 
after being filled with the love 
of God through the study of His 
Word and some good people 
food also. We begin the morn-
ing in prayer and with fellow-
ship with each other. Our Bible 
study for the next few weeks 
will include the many prophe-
cies of the OT that Jesus Christ 
Fulfilled in the NT.  

If you have any questions 
about the Monday morning Bi-
ble Class contact Ron Beardsley 
at Church or by phone at (517) 
545 9185. 

By the way, first time atten-
dees receive a free break-

fast!    

By Ron Beardsley 
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As your family celebrates 
ringing in the New Year, make 
resolutions together.  After 
creating your family resolu-
tions, place them on the re-
frigerator so everyone can re-
member your family goals 
throughout the year.  Here are 
a few suggestions: 

† Bedtime stories – read 
at least one book together 
each night 

† Getting active – spend 
30 minutes each day stay-
ing healthy.  Take a walk 
after dinner, have a dance 
party, or build an obstacle 
course and use it. 

You can bake and deliver 
cookies to a neighbor you 
haven’t met yet, write letters 
to a serviceman or woman, 
offer babysitting to a young 
family, shovel an elderly 
neighbors sidewalk, write 
thank you notes to teachers, 
firemen, police, etc., sort 
clothes and toys and donate 
them to those in need, shop 
for items for SOTL’s Personal 
Needs Pantry, or collect 
prayer requests from friends 
and neighbors and pray for 
them together at a family 
mealtime. 

By Ann Colley 

† Bible reading – each 
week, choose a Bible 
story that your entire 
family reads together and 
discusses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† Helping others – choose 
a family service project 
each month.  Here are 
some ideas to get you 
started: 

Have you ever noticed that 
even the most talkative kids 
are silent when you ask them 
what they learned at church?  
Here are ways to eliminate 
the shoulder shrugs and get 
your kids to share details: 

† Detective work – in-
stead of asking a bunch 
of questions, have your 
children give  you one 
clue and then you guess.  
For example, your child 
could say, “water” and 
you could guess until your 
child finally answers, “We 
talked about Noah and 

the flood today.”  

† Best, Worst, Funniest 
– play a game at lunch 
where each person gets 
to describe the best, 
worst and funniest part 
of church.  The person 
who shares first gets to 
choose who’ll go next un-
til everyone has had a 
turn. 

† Waiting Room –
sometimes it works best 
not to ask your children 
what they learned as 
soon as they walk in the 
door when they’re apt to 

be tired or hungry.  Wait 
until during or after lunch 
to pop the question when 
conversation flows 
smoother with less dis-
traction. 

† Eye Spy – be sure to 
take a moment to look at 
the take home sheet or 
color sheet your child 
brought home before you 
talk.  That way you can 
prompt the conversation 
and encourage discus-
sion. 

By Ann Colley 
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CONGRAULATIONS TO 
Shepherd of the Lakes 

Lutheran School 
 You have been recom-
mended by the Michigan District 
Accreditation Committee for com-
pleting the National Lutheran 
School Accreditation (NLSA) Proc-
ess. 

 On October 27 th  2009 Shep-
herd of the Lakes Lutheran 
School successfully completed 
and was recommended for the 
NLSA Certification by a NLSA Visit 
Team. The Visiting Team was 
made up of six members: Bruce 
Braun, Superintendent of Michi-
gan District Lutheran Schools; 
Carl Hall, Principal-St. Paul Lu-
theran School Northville; Janet 
Allen, Early Childhood Educator, 
St. Paul Lutheran School, Ann 
Arbor; Pastor Chris Fairborn-St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Northville; 
Iris Armitage- Public School Edu-
cator, Brighton District; and 
Daniel Ramthun- Assistant Princi-
pal, Lutheran High School West-

Congregation wanted Shepherd 
of the Lakes Lutheran School to 
do a self-study of the school 
ministry at SOTL school which 
would include courses of study, 
learning materials, student 
needs and interests, staffing, 
and facilities. With the help of 
many volunteers and many 
hours of work the NLSA process 
is complete for now. The recom-
mendation for NLSA accredita-
tion acknowledges that SOTL 
Lutheran School has a high qual-
ity educational program and that 
our school strives to meet and, 
where possible, exceed all local, 
state, and federal guidelines for 
public schools. The completion 
of this NLSA Process does not 
mark the end of the journey. It 
marks the beginning of a cycle 
of attempting strategies to im-
prove student performance and 
then measuring if these actions 
have their desired impact. It be-
gins a journey into professional 
discussions about teacher and 
student growth all wrapped 
around the philosophy of Shep-
herd of the Lakes Lutheran 
School and its ability to provide 
a Chris-centered education. This 
is a voluntary journey chosen by 
the leadership of this school.  

Ron Beardsley 
Chairman, NLSA Committee 

land. We want to 
thank the Team 
members for all 
the time and ef-
fort they put in 
preceding and 
following their on 
site visit October 
26 & 27. We are 
also thankful for 

the recommendation made by 
the Visit Team that SOTL Lu-
theran School be nominated to 
receive National Lutheran School 
Accreditation. Upon the comple-
tion of the Visiting Team Report 
it will be given to the District Ac-
creditation Commission. The Dis-
trict Accreditation Commission 
will review the report and they 
will send the final report to the 
National Accreditation Commis-
sion. The National Accreditation 
Commission at their annual 
meeting will review the report 
and officially award the accredi-
tation certificate to Shepherd of 
the Lakes Lutheran School.  

 With the completion of the 
National Lutheran School Ac-
creditation Process and with the 
on site  visit by the Team Octo-
ber 26 & 27 SOTL Lutheran 
School will  have completed a 
three year program that started 
because, the principal, the 
teachers of our school, the 
School Leadership Team and the 

We make New Year’s Resolutions every year.  Yet, we rarely keep them.  Wh en I lived in Monroe I was a mem-
ber of the YMCA.  The first part of each January was much bu sier than usual.  I remember one “regular” who 
was tired of having to wait for equipment saying, “I can’t wai t till the New Year’s Resolution crowd gives up.”  

But it is fun to think about what will make a “better you” in 2 010.  So, what are your resolutions?  I asked some 
of the kids in our elementary school and this is what they came up with: 

† I want to hold a balloon while I’m sleeping (Luke, Kinderg arten)  
† Clean my room every three days (Konrad, grade 3) 
† Take a shower every other day (Emma, grade 4) 
† Learn how to tie shoes (Francesca and Cameron, Kindergarten) 
† Eat vegetables without getting sick (Abby, grade 1) 
† Love to go to school so much I will want no summer break ( Kristen, grade 2) 
† To learn to zip my coat without any help —some of my pockets are hard to zip (Tiffany, kindergarten) 

I love what comes out of the mouths of young people.  So honest! 

Wouldn’t it be great if this be our resolution for 20 10—greater yet if the resolution is kept: “I will be st ill and 
know that He is God (Psalm 46). 

Pastor Mark Milatz 
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A New Hallelujah: 
The Live Worship 

DVD, 
by  Michael W. Smith 

 
I admit it—I’m an impulse buyer! 

This accounts for the many items that 
have ended up in garage sales…but not 
my latest acquisition. What impulse 
prompted me to buy a worship DVD the 
last time I was in His Bible & Book 
House? The answer? My burgeoning love 
of contemporary Christian music, as mani-
fested by Keith Dwyer and his joyful 
noise at the 11 a.m. Sunday service! I 
drink in the music at the contemporary 
service so much, that I’ve downloaded a 
few Chris Tomlin, Michael W. Smith and 
Casting Crown songs to my iPod. And 
now I buy this—a DVD?!  I’ve never 
watched a worship DVD nor attended a 
church revival, so this DVD was a new 
experience for me. 

This creative work opens with a dark-
ened stage featuring 3 drummers, one of 
whom is Michael W. Smith (MWS). For 
those of you fortunate (or maybe daring) 
enough to have attended a showing of 
“Blue Man Group,” this opening may 
seem familiar. To the rest of you, it’s 
mighty powerful. The staging, lights, 200 
person choir and technology all enhance 
MWS’ performance. The African Chil-
dren’s Choir from Uganda, dressed in 
colorful costumes, join him on several 
songs that adds vibrancy to the experi-
ence. However, by the third song, I felt 
like I was into reruns already—the lyrics 
had been repeated so many times they 
became a little tiresome. 

It must be very hard to capture the 
experience of a live performance on a 
DVD. There were over 12,000 Christians 
celebrating and singing along with MWS 
that evening, but I didn’t feel the electric-

Ever wonder what 
would happen if 
we treated our  

Bible like we treat 
our cell phone? 

 

What if we carried it 
around in our purses or 
pockets? 

What if we flipped through 
it several times a day? 

What if we turned back to 
go get it if we forgot it? 

What if we used it to re-
ceive messages from the 
text? 

What if we treated it like 
we couldn’t live without it?  

What if we gave it to kids 
as gifts? 

What if we used it when 
we traveled? 

What if we used it in case 
of emer-
gency? 

This is 
something 
to make 
you 
think… 
hmmm… 
where is 
my Bible?  

ity that was obviously charging the arena. 
I could see the audience’s emotions, but it 
just didn’t translate off the screen…with 
one exception 

“Deep in Love with You” a lilting 
ballad MWS sang directly to God was 
laced with all the emotions that relation-
ship carries. Further down the playlist 
came a special guest, Coalo Zamorano, a 
Latin pop star from the Houston area. His 
voice was rich and resonant as he sang “I 
Surrender All” in his native Spanish.  His 
is a name I will definitely look for in my 
future searches of Christian music. 

The other memorable performances 
included a special guest appearance by 
Grammy Award-winner, Israel Houghton 
on the track, “Help Is On The Way.”  The 
African Children’s Choir drum, dance 
and sing a capella on the song, “Siwano” 
which they sing in their native Ugandan. 
It was beautiful to hear and to see these 
children praising God and to realize that 
Christianity is truly global. Often I forget 
the saying I learned when I was small: 
“There is no spot where God is not!” 
Watching these children and knowing 
they have travelled so far, I have to re-
member that, “God is not an American,” 
as MWS reiterated to the crowd. “He is 
so much bigger than we think He is.” 

True words! This live-worship DVD 
is bigger than me at home watching it on 
a screen. Here’s my suggestion to you: 
Don’t watch this DVD alone. It’s meant 
to be shared, which is true worship. Buy 
it or borrow it, but get a group of people 
together and experience it with the vol-
ume up high. Sing along with it at the top 
of your voice. As Jesus said in the book 
of Matthew, “For where two or three 
come together in my name, there am I 
with them.” (Matthew 18:20) If the Lord 
is returning, wouldn’t it be great to sing 
him a new hallelujah? 

Reviewed by Heather Obeda 
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Below is a description of the handcrafted chancel hangings 
you will see at our Ash Wednesday service on February 17th 
and throughout Lent.  Karen Godecke was commissioned by 
Shepherd of the Lakes to create these beautiful pieces of art.  
She was kind enough to leave us with articles giving us insight 
into the meaning behind her art. 

“The identical ‘double image’ of the chancel hangings is in-
tended to be an encouragement and affirmation of faith in Jesus 
Christ for worshippers.  The hangings are also a ‘visual’ reflec-
tion of the Lenten Gradual, ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before 
him, endured the cross, and it’s shame…’.  

The range of deep purple textures, and hand-dyed fabrics en-
courage worshippers to ponder the depth of unfathomable suf-
fering, and love of Jesus to put to death the sin of mankind.  
Within each hanging are abstract references to the crown of thorns, a cross, the three nails, the 
blood shed, and the place/hill of violence and death. 

Both hangings accentuate the central, paramount ‘Shepherd of the Lakes’ chancel cross, and 
also remind worshippers that three crosses were present on Good Friday.  Like the thief who 
confessed his faith with the words, ‘Remember me…’, the numerous smaller crosses in the 
chancel hangings affirm ‘Christian’ worshippers’ individual faith in their Savior, the Son of God.”  

Here are some recipes pulled 
from the cook book that was 
made by our school children as 
gifts for their family and friends. 

ENJOY! 

Nifflies 
(Dropped Dumplings) 

-Logan Betke 
 

1 dozen eggs 
4 to 5 cups flour 
3 boxes Chicken or Beef Broth 

 

In large mixing bowl beat eggs 
and flour (very thick consistency) 
till blended. 

Bring broth to boil in a very 
large pan, drop small amounts of 
egg & flour mixture into broth. 

Once they float to surface and 
broth has boiled again the Nif-
flies are done. 

Peanut Butter Balls 
-Marissa Mann 

1 stick of butter (soft) 
1 lb. of powdered sugar 
2 crushed cups of Rice Krispies 
2 cups of peanut butter 
Melted milk chocolate 
 

Mix all ingredients together into 
small bite-size balls.  Roll in milk 
chocolate.  Place on wax paper to 
harden.  Store in airtight con-
tainer.  

 
German  

Potato Salad 
-Max Lautenschlager 

 

2 lb. potatoes 
1 cup vegetable soup 
1 tsp. mustard 
1 onion, chopped 
5 tbsp. white vinegar 
5 tbsp. vegetable oil 
Salt & Pepper 
 

Steam the potatoes.  Let them 
cool a little bit, peal them and cut 
them into pieces.  Mix the mus-
tard into the vegetable soup and 
add vinegar, oil, salt, and pepper.  
Pour the mixture onto the pota-
toes.  Add the chopped onions.  
Mix all together.  Serve the po-
tato salad WARM and enjoy! 
 

Here’s one that gave me a bit of a 
chuckle… and sure to be a hit with 
any kid! 

Tyler’s Favorite  
Meal 

     -Tyler Wilson 
 

Chicken Nuggets 

Corn 

French Fries 

Chocolate Milk  



 

Shepherd’s Voice 10  

2101 S. Hacker Road 
Brighton, MI  48114-8764 
 
Phone:   810-227-5099 
Fax:   810-227-3566 
Email:   info@shepherdsvoice.org 
Web: www.shepherdsvoice.org 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Mondays at 6:45 p.m. 
Bible Study and Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
Wee Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. for ages 3-6. 

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ“Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
committed to transforming homes!”committed to transforming homes!”   

 

Show off your best recipe and compete 
for bragging rights as we vote for the 
tastiest chili!   

 

Can’t cook?  No problem!   
 

Come and sample our congregation’s finest.  Only $5 a spoon or $10 to 
feed the whole family! (Mac-n-Cheese for the kids will also be available.)   
To sign up to cook, please call Jennifer McCracken at (810)231-6021 or e-
mail jcmcracken@aol.com. 

 

Come join us for fun, fellowship and FOOD 
January 24, 2010 


